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SUMMARY

Issue for Action

What mandate relief options can the Regents recommend? What are the details
of specific mandate relief and flexibility recommendations in the area of school
operations and special education?

Reason(s) for Consideration

Review of policy

Proposed Handling

These questions will come before a joint meeting of the Regents Subcommittee
on State Aid and the P-12 Education Committee at their March meeting.

Procedural History

The Regents approved their State Aid proposal for school year 2011-12 in
December 2010. The proposal supports the continued review and examination of cost
containment and mandate relief options. In February, the Regents reviewed and
discussed a set of draft mandate relief options intended to increase flexibility and
reduce requirements for school districts in ways that do not adversely impact the health
and safety of students or the essential elements of the educational reform efforts
underway. The materials describe the statutory or regulatory requirement of each



mandate and the rationale for its consideration, as well as alternatives for ensuring
compliance. Mandate relief options seek to provide schoo! districts with greater flexibility
by streamlining requirements, specifically where the cost of implementation exceeds the
benefits.

Detail about the mandate relief and flexibility options that relate to school
operations, and were previously proposed by the Regents, is provided in Appendix A-1.
Additional draft mandate relief and flexibility options relating to school operations can be
found in Appendix A-2.

Detail concerning mandate relief and flexibility options that relate to special
education services, and were previously proposed by the Regents, is delineated in
Appendix B-1. Additional draft mandate and flexibility relief options relating to special
education can be found in Appendix B-2.

Background Information

The Regents carefully crafted this year's State Aid proposal to retain those
critical funding directions necessary to continue the State's progress toward educational
adequacy, despite the State’s worsening revenue picture. The Regents recommended
that the State continue to phase in the Foundation Aid formula and to continue to
increase support for universal pre-kindergarten. In order to preserve funding for these
critical priorities, the Regents recommended cost-containment strategies including
mandate relief, regional transportation, and expanded use of BOCES shared services.
While all of these mandates were originally enacted to enhance the rights, protections
and/or performance of students and the fiscal accountability of school districts, not all
have produced their intended result.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the Regents Committees discuss mandate relief and
flexibility proposals concerning school operations and special education and approve
those recommendations previously proposed by the Regents, as specified in Appendix
A-1 and Appendix B-1. Based on discussion at the March meeting, draft mandate relief
and flexibility options presented in Appendices A-2 and B-2 will be presented for
approval at the April meeting. ,

It is recommended that the Board of Regents take the following action:

VOTED: that the Board of Regents approve'the mandate relief and flexibility
recommendations, as described in Appendix A-1 and Appendix B-1 of this report, each
of which have been previously proposed by the Board of Regents.



Timetable for Implementation

The Executive budget proposal laid out reductions for school funding in 2011-12
and recommendations for streamlining some school operations. The proposal also
called for a report by the Governor's Mandate Relief Redesign Team by March 1, 2011,
which has now been issued, and a legislative budget by April 1, 2011. The Governor
will include recommendations resulting from the Mandate Relief Redesign Team, of
which Commissioner Steiner and Chief Operating Office Val Grey are members, in his
budget negotiations. The resulting changes in the law are expected to affect school
district programs for school year 2011-12.
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