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Completion or 

College and Career Readiness 

2 

Vision: College and Career Readiness in NYS will 

ensure that all students graduate high school able to 

succeed in entry-level, credit-bearing college 

courses and in other postsecondary programs and 

the workforce; that they understand and demonstrate 

citizenship skills; and that they may meaningfully 

contribute to the economic and democratic well-

being of our society. 

 

Goal: By 2015, NYS will have an established set of 

pathways to graduation that are grounded in the 

Common Core Learning Standards, are similarly 

rigorous, allow for student choice and have 

demonstrated, effective outcomes for students. 
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Content Area Regents Diploma¹ 

Credits Required 

Regents Diploma w/Advanced 

Designation¹ 

Credits Required 

Mathematics 3 3 

English 4 4 

Science 3 3 

Social Studies 4 4  

Health 0.5 0.5 

Arts     1 1 

Languages Other Than English(LOTE)³ 1 1 

Physical Education 2 2 

Sequence Courses/Electives 3.5 3.5 

Total  Credits     22 22 

     

Regents Exams  

Score of 65 or above² 

5  

(1 Math, 1 ELA, 1 

Science, 2 SS) 

7, 8 or 9 

(At least 2 Math, 1 ELA, at least 2 

Sciences, 2 SS) 

¹An Honors Designation is applicable for students earning an average of 90 on all required exams 

²See next slide for Safety Net Provisions for Students with Disabilities 

³Must pass a locally developed second language proficiency exam to earn credit 

Current NYS Requirements 
For a Regents Diploma 
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Completion vs. Readiness 
Defining What Our Students Need for Success 

New York's 4-year high school graduation rate is 74.9% for All Students 
however, the gaps are disturbing. 

June 2013 Graduation Rate 

Graduation under Current Requirements 

(Completion) 

Calculated College and Career Ready* 

(Readiness) 

% Graduating % Graduating 

All Students 74.9 All Students 37.2 

American Indian 62.2 American Indian 21.3 

Asian/Pacific Islander 80.6 Asian/Pacific Islander 57.2 

Black 59.7 Black 14.2 

Hispanic 59.2 Hispanic 18.0 

White 86.5 White 50.4 

English Language Learners 31.4 English Language Learners 5.9 

Students with Disabilities 48.7 Students with Disabilities 5.4 

*Students graduating with at least a score of 75 on Regents English and 80 on a Math Regents, which correlates with 

success in first-year college courses. 

Source: NYSED Office of Information and Reporting Services 
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Readiness is more than an Academic Pursuit 

5 

Defines the academic knowledge  

         and skills students need to be 

             successful in college and  

                careers. 

 

Specifies the non- 

cognitive, socio-emotional 

knowledge and skills that  

help students successfully  

transition from high school to  

college or careers.  

                Describes the career- 

              specific opportunities  

            for students to gain the  

          knowledge, skills, and  

     competencies they need  

to pursue and succeed in their  

chosen career. 
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Required Elements of Pathways 
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Appropriate Assessments and Related High Rigor Courses in Each 

Pathway 

• The Federal Government requires: 

• Annual testing in mathematics and ELA in grades 3-8 

• An annual science assessment in Science at least once in grades 3-5 

and again in 6-9 

• Assessments at least once in Mathematics, ELA and Science in grades 

10-12* 

• Alternate assessment for Students with Disabilities 

• Annual assessment of  acquisition of English proficiency for English 

Language Learners 
* Students may meet this requirement by taking Regents examinations or approved alternatives to the Regents 

prior to grade 9 and “banking the results” for high school accountability.  
 

Opportunities for Students to Enter and Exit Pathway Options 

• Pathways should be: 

• Grounded in the Common Core Learning Standards 

• Similarly rigorous 

• Allow for student choice  

• Have demonstrated, effective outcomes for students 
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CTE Pathway Option 
Available Assessments for Consideration 

 
1. The ProStart National Certificate of Achievement 

• National program that is administered by the National Restaurant 

Association’s Education Foundation. 

2. ASE Student Certification 

• The National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) 

administers a set of examinations to qualify automotive technicians. 

3. A+ Certification 

• CompTIA was created by a consortium of IT corporations including 

Microsoft, HP, Cisco, Dell, and Intel to certify technicians. 

4. Network+ Certification 

• Passing A+ is a pre-requisite for taking Network+, also from CompTIA.  

Students who pass are qualified for IT employment in positions such as 

network administrator, network technician, network installer, help 

desk technician, and IT cable installer. 

5. National Institute of Metal Working (NIMS) Skills Certification 

• Industry-written and industry-validated, and subject to regular, 

periodic reviews under the procedures accredited and audited by the 

American National Standards Institute (ANSI). 
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Available Assessments (continued) 

6. PrintED 

• Based on industry standards for graphic communications courses of 

study at the secondary and postsecondary levels, PrintED is a national 

accreditation program created by the Graphic Arts Education and 

Research Foundation. 

7. Student Electronics Technician 

• The SET Certification was developed by the Electronic Technicians 

Association (ETA) for high school students and entry-level technicians. 

8. Carpentry Level-1 Certification 

• This is one of many certifications sponsored by the National Center for 

Construction Education and Research (NCCER). 

9. Assessment of Skills and Knowledge for Business (A*S*K)   

• This set of examinations was developed by the Assessment of Skills 

and Knowledge for Business Institute with technical assistance from 

NOCTI. 
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Available Assessments (continued) 

10. Advertising and Design (NOCTI) 

• This test is designed for program completers and entry-level 

employees in the advertising and design field, measuring knowledge 

and skills in such topics as design theory and application, color theory 

and application, drawing and digital illustration, photography, 

typography, multimedia, digital image manipulation, production and 

printing, computer literacy, and communication skills. 

11. Accounting – Basic (NOCTI) 

• This test is designed for program completers and entry-level 

employees in the accounting/bookkeeping field, measuring 

knowledge and skills in such topics as general accounting knowledge, 

journalizing, posting, payroll preparation, cash and banking 

procedures, merchandise inventory, completion of accounting cycle, 

identification and application of source data, use of mechanical and 

electronic accounting devices, and data security.  
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Available Assessments (continued) 

12. Agricultural Mechanics (NOCTI) 

• This test is designed for program completers and entry-level 

employees in the agricultural mechanics field, measuring knowledge 

and skills in such topics as general safety, welding and mechanics, 

power and machinery, electrical power and process, agricultural 

structures, agribusiness, and environmental and natural resource 

systems.  

13. Hospitality Management – Food and Beverage (NOCTI) 

• This test is designed for program completers and entry-level 

employees in the hotel management field, measuring knowledge and 

skills in such topics as understanding of the hospitality industry, guest 

relations and concierge duties, opening and settling financial 

transactions, safety and security, legal and ethical responsibilities, 

marketing and sales, travel and tourism, hotel restaurant 

management, and food and beverage service.  
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STEM Pathway Option - Mathematics 
Available Assessments for Consideration 

12 

• Additional Math Regents Exam(s) or Approved Alternative(s) 

• Regents Integrated Algebra (Common Core Algebra I) or approved alternative 

• Regents Geometry 

• Regents Algebra 2/Trigonometry (Common Core Algebra II) 

 
• Approved alternatives: 

• Regents Integrated Algebra (Common Core Algebra I) or approved alternative 

• Approved alternatives: 

• Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE) Mathematics Examination 

• AP Calculus AB Examination 

• AP Calculus BC Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Mathematics Studies Standard Level Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Mathematics Methods Standard Level Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Mathematics Higher Level Examination 

• International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) 

• SAT Subject Test in Mathematics Level 1  

• SAT Subject Test in Mathematics Level 2 

• Regents Geometry 

• Approved alternatives: 

• AP Calculus AB Examination 

• AP Calculus BC Examination 

• SAT Subject Test in Mathematics Level 2 

• Regents Algebra 2/Trigonometry (Common Core Algebra II) 

• Approved alternatives: 

• AP Calculus AB Examination 

• AP Calculus BC Examination 

• SAT Subject Test in Mathematics Level 2 

• Possible Additions 

• AP Statistics 
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STEM Pathway Option - Sciences 
Available Assessments for Consideration 
• Additional Science Regents Exam(s) or Approved Alternative(s) 

• Regents Living Environment 

• Regents Earth Science 

• Regents Chemistry 

• Regents Physics 

 

• Approved alternatives: 

• AP Biology Examination 

• SAT Subject Test in Biology E/M  

• SAT Subject Test in Chemistry 

• SAT Subject Test in Physics 
 

• Possible Additions 

• AP Environmental Science 

• AP Physics B 

• AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism 

• AP Physics C: Mechanics 

• International Baccalaureate Physics Higher Level/ Standard Level Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Sports, exercise & health science Higher Level/ Standard Level 

Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Biology Higher Level/ Standard Level Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Chemistry Higher Level/ Standard Level Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Design Technology Higher Level/ Standard Level Examination 
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Humanities Pathway Option 
Available Assessments for Consideration 

• Currently required: 

• Regents US History and Government 

• Regents Global History and Geography 

 

• Approved alternatives: 

• AP US History 

• SAT Subject Test in US History 

• AP World History 

 

• Possible Additions: 

• Foreign languages  

• History and Social Sciences 
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Humanities  
Available Assessments for Consideration - History & Social Science 

15 

• AP Comparative Government and Politics 

• AP European History 

• AP Human Geography 

• AP Macroeconomics 

• AP Microeconomics 

• AP Psychology 

• AP United States Government and Politics 

• International Baccalaureate Economics Higher Level/ Standard Level 

Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Philosophy Higher Level/ Standard Level 

Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Psychology Higher Level/Standard Level 

Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Geography Higher Level/ Standard Level 

Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Social & cultural anthropology Higher Level 

/Standard Level Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Global politics Higher Level/Standard Level 

Examination 
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Humanities  
Available Assessments for Consideration - LOTE 

16 

• AP Chinese Language and Culture 

• AP French Language and Culture 

• AP German Language and Culture 

• AP Italian Language and Culture 

• AP Japanese Language and Culture 

• AP Latin 

• AP Spanish Language and Culture 

• AP Spanish Literature and Culture 

• SAT Subject Test French  

• SAT Subject Test French with Listening  

• SAT Subject Test German  

• SAT Subject Test German with Listening  

• SAT Subject Test Spanish  

• SAT Subject Test Spanish with Listening  

• SAT Subject Test Modern Hebrew  

• SAT Subject Test Italian  

• SAT Subject Test Latin  

• SAT Subject Test Chinese with Listening  

• SAT Subject Test Japanese with Listening  

• SAT Subject Test Korean with Listening 

• International Baccalaureate German Literature Higher Level/ Standard Level Examination 

• International Baccalaureate German Language & Literature Higher Level/ Standard Level 

Examination 

• International Baccalaureate French Literature Higher Level/ Standard Level Examination 

• International Baccalaureate French Language & Literature Higher Level/ Standard Level Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Spanish Literature Higher Level/ Standard Level Examination 

• International Baccalaureate Spanish Language & Literature Higher Level/ Standard Level 

Examination 
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Arts Pathway Option 
Available Assessments for Consideration 
 

• AP Studio Art (3 options: drawing, 2D and 3D): 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-studio-art-2-d-

design 

• AP Art History: https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-art-

history 

• AP Music Theory: https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-

music-theory 

• IB Courses/Assessments 

• Dance Higher Level/Standard Level- 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group6/dance.cfm.  

• Music Higher Level/Standard Level -

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group6/music.cfm 

• Film Higher Level/Standard Level - 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group6/film.cfm 

• Theatre Higher Level/Standard Level - 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/group6/theatre.cfm 
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Current Requirements 

and  

Diploma Options 
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Current NYS Requirements 
For a Local Diploma 
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Credential Type:  Local Diploma 

Available to: 

Students with a 

Disability (SWD) 

 

Credits: 

22 

Assessments: (Score of 55-64 on one or more¹) 

5² – ELA; Math; Science; Global History and 

Geography; US History and Government 
 

¹The current safety net for SWDs.  The compensatory model allows 

students to score between a 45 and 54 on certain exams under 

certain conditions.  See 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/safetynet-

qa.htm. 

²Students entering Grade 9 in 2010 may pass the Regents 

Competency Test in lieu of passing a Regents Exam in that 

subject. 

³The local diploma option for general education students was 

phased out over 5 years.  Students in the 2007 cohort (class of 

2011), for example, had to pass 4 exams with a 65 or above and 1 

with a 55-64 whereas students in the 2008 cohort (class of 2012) 

had to pass all exams at 65 or above. 

Credential Type:  Local Diploma Through Appeals Process 

Available to: 

All Students 

Credits: 

22 

Assessments: (Score of 65 or above on three; Score of 62-64 on 

two for which an appeal is granted) 

 

5 – ELA; Math; Science; Global History and Geography; 

US History and Government 
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Current Diploma Endorsements 
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Credential Type:  CTE Technical Endorsement 

Available to: 

All Students 

Requirements: 

Regents Diploma Requirements OR Regents Diploma with Advanced 

Designation 

AND 

Complete a CTE Approved Program and Pass an Associated 

Technical Assessment 

Credential Type:  Regents with Advanced Designation Mastery in Science or 

Mathematics 

Available to: 

All Students entering 

Grade 9 in 2009 and 

beyond 

Requirements: 

Regents with Advanced Designation Requirements 

AND 

Score of an 85 on three Commencement Level Regents Exams in 

Mathematics AND/OR three Commencement Level Regents Exams 

in Science 
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Current Credential (non-diploma) Options 
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Credential Type:  NYS Career Development and Occupational Studies (CDOS) 

Credential 

Available to: 

Students with a Disability 

who cannot achieve a 

Regular Diploma because 

of His/Her Disability* or 

in addition to a local or 

Regents Diploma 

 

*Student must have attended 

school or received a 

substantially equivalent 

education elsewhere for at 

least 12 years, excluding 

Kindergarten, OR completed 

the school year in which he/she 

has attained the age of 21. 

Requirements: 

Completion of a NYS Commencement Career Plan, demonstrated 

knowledge of Career Development and Occupational Studies 

Standards, and a minimum number of hours (216) and/or work based 

learning experiences throughout a student’s High School experience 

in courses/activities related to career awareness, exploration and 

preparation (which could include community and volunteer 

experiences) 

 

Optional Assessments – A National Work Readiness Assessment 
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Current Credential (non-diploma) Options 
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Credential Type:  Skills and Achievement Commencement Credential 

Available to: 

Students with a Severe 

Disability*, beginning 

in 2013-2014. 

 
*Student must have attended 

school or received a 

substantially equivalent 

education elsewhere for at 

least 12 years, excluding 

Kindergarten, OR completed 

the school year in which 

he/she has attained the age of 

21. 

Requirements: 

Credits are not specified 

 

Assessments – New York State Alternate Assessment 

(NYSAA) 

 

Issued with documentation of the student’s level of career 

achievement in the Career Development and Occupational 

Studies (CDOS) learning standards, academic skills, and the 

student’s strengths and interests 
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Current NYS Requirements 
For a High School Equivalency(HSE) Diploma 
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Credential Type:  High School Equivalency (HSE) Diploma 

Available to: 

Alternative Education 

Students, Out of School 

Youth, and Adults, 

beginning in 2014  

Requirements: 

Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC™) 

• Amendment to Section 100.7 of Commissioner Regulations to 

allow a passing score on one or more subtests of the 2002 GED 

exam 

• Assessment will be full aligned to Common Core State Standards 

in 2017 

Credential Type:  High School Equivalency (HSE) Diploma Through College Credits 

Available to: 

Alternative Education 

Students, Out of School 

Youth, and Adults 

Requirements: 

Awarded to candidates who have completed 24 credits (or its 

equivalent) as a recognized candidate for a degree or a certificate at 

an approved institution 

Credential Type:  Local High School Equivalency Diploma through NEDP 

Available to: 

Adults (21 and older) 

Requirements: 

The National External Diploma Program (NEDP), administered 

through Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment System(CASAS) 

is a complete assessment program that allows adults to demonstrate 

transferable skills for which a high school diploma is awarded.  

Completion of 71 competencies required 
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