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New York State Education Department 

P-3 Literacy Instructional Best Practices



The Department will:
Publish P-3 Literacy Instructional Best 
Practices that include key literacy 
definitions.

Schools will:
Attest that their school curriculum and 
instruction aligns with all elements of 
the P-3 Literacy Instructional Best 
Practices on or before September 1, 
2025. 

Education Law Section §818

Highlights
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The Science of 
Learning

 and Reading

• Focuses on understanding how young people 
learn and develop according to brain research and 
human development

• Based on a whole-child/student-centered 
approach, with a focus on project-based learning 

Four principles of practice: 

(1) supportive environment,

(2) productive instructional strategies,

(3) social and emotional development, and

(4) system of supports.
Darling-Hammond, L., Flook, L., Cook-Harvey, C., Barron, B., & Osher, 
D. (2019). Implications for educational practice of the science of 
learning and development. Applied Developmental Science, 24(2), 
97–140. https://doi.org/10.1080/10888691.2018.1537791
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NYSED Literacy Resources

• P-20 Literacy Initiative 
• Literacy Briefs 
• K-3 Literacy Curriculum Review Guide
• P-3 Literacy Instructional Best Practices Guide  
• The Path Forward
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Literacy Briefs 
and Statewide 

Literacy 
Conference
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Purpose- Literacy Briefs
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Purpose- Curriculum Review 
Guide
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• Optional

• For K-3 curricula

• Supports local selection and development of curricula to meet needs of “all 
students”

• Process

• Reflection tool to better ensure alignment with:

• Evidence-based practices

• ELA Learning Standards

• CR-SE Framework

• SEL benchmarks

What it is…

• Mandated

• For PreK curricula

• Recommended curriculum/list of curricula

• Checklist

• Used to reject or discard entire curricula

• Reading instructional best practices required by the “Back to Basics Plan”

What it is not…



P-3 Literacy 
Definitions for 
Regulations  

Evidence-based and Scientifically-based 

Phonemic Awareness

Comprehension

Reading Fluency

Vocabulary Development 

Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education 

Framework 

These terms are already included 
in the Next Generation English 

Language Arts Learning Standards. 
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The P-3 Literacy 
Instructional Best 

Practices will be utilized 
when reviewing local 

district curriculum and 
instruction for evidence- 
and scientifically-based 

reading instruction prior to 
submitting the attestation 
per Education Law § 818.
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P-3 Literacy Instructional Best Practices
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P-3 Literacy Instructional Best Practices
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Statewide Hybrid Event on January 7, 2025 

• Literacy Leaders and School Administrators

• Local discussions and sites in the Big 5 and BOCES

• Will be recorded and posted after the event 

P-3 Literacy Instructional Best Practices
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P-3 Attestation  

Each school district will:

❑ Review local curriculum and instructional 
practices; 

❑ Attest to which local instructional elements align 
to the P-3 Literacy Instructional Best Practices; and

❑ Complete the attestation through the NYSED 
Business Portal by September 2025.

P-3 
Attestation
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