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The Seal of Biliteracy recognizes students 
who have attained a high level of 
proficiency in two or more world 
languages by high school graduation. 

What is the Seal of Biliteracy?
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2021 NYSSB Graduate from Uniondale HS 
(Long Island)



Growth in High Schools
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11% increase over last year

2021 NYSSB Graduate from Long Lake CSD 
(Capital District)



4

2020-21 Growth in Students
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2021 NYSSB Graduate from Frewsburg HS (Western Region)

19% increase over last year



English Language Learners who earned 
the NYSSB doubled

97 students earned Seals for 2 or more 
World Languages

58 languages

Linguistic Diversity
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2021 NYSSB Graduate from Esperanza Prep
(New York City)



Puerto Rican/Hispanic Youth Leadership Institute (PRHYLI) 

Pathway to the NYSSB for the Puerto 
Rican/Hispanic Youth Leadership 
Institute (PRHYLI) students
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March 2021 PRHYLI participants



How Do We Assist Schools in Addressing Access and Inclusion?

-Dr. Sonia Soltero
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2021 NYSSB Graduate from Rochester CSD (Mid-West)
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Strategies for Growth
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David Balsamo (Syosset)
Abby Baruch (NYC RBERN)
Chastity Beato (Newburgh)
Cristina Santiago-Campbell (Brooklyn Tech)
Sarah Cioffi (Shenendehowa)
Melissa Duquette (RBERN West)
Miriam Eisenstein Ebsworth (NYU/NABE)
Maria Fenton (Mid-State RBERN)
Jordan Gonzalez (Long Island RBERN)
Pietro Mendola (Buffalo)
David Mumper (Hudson Valley RBERN)
Lisa Panaro (White Plains)

Stakeholder Engagement

Lyda Ragonese (Syracuse)
Lourdes Roa (Mid-West RBERN)
Roser Salavert (Fordham)
Jill Schimmel (NYCDOE)
Finune Shaibi (Clarence)
Juanita Reyes (Capital District RBERN)
Anna Stukes (Mid-West RBERN)
Shawnna Sweet (Greece/NYS TESOL)
Diane Tyminski (West Genesee)
Gaetano Vaccaro (North Babylon)
Jessa Waterhouse (Capital District RBERN)
Ron Woo (NYS Language RBERN)
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NYSSB Task Force
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NYSED Resources

Annual Reports
Summarize in facts and figures each year’s performance • Handbook published annually

• > 100 frequently asked questions relative 
to the Seal

NYSSB Handbook

http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-annual-reports
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/world-languages/nyssb-handbook.pdf
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NYSED Resources

Concise, 1-page briefs on the Seal for stakeholders…

…offered in the top 
10 languages of ELLs and their families.

http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-one-page-briefs-students-and-families-multiple-languages
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NYSED Resources

NYSSB Guidance Toolkit

http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-guidance-toolkit#:~:text=The%20NYSSB%20Guidance%20Toolkit%20is,assisting%20other%20NYS%20schools%20in


Make bilingualism and biliteracy the norm, not the exception!
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2021 NYSSB Graduates from Ithaca HS (Mid-State)


