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Intended Audience and Our Purpose

The new Academic and Linguistic Demands (ALDs) document is meant to 

create access to the Next Generation Learning Standards (NGLS) in 

English language arts (ELA) for linguistically diverse learners.
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Academic and Linguistic Demands 
(ALDs)

Areas of Focus: 

1. Language Forms

2. Language Functions

3. Content-specific 

words and phrases

4. Grammatical 

structures

Linguistic Demands
*The following examples are provided to suggest possible linguistic demands 

presented by the NGLS ELA standards for English Language Learners.

- Seek information using question forms (e.g., who, what, when, where, 

why, and how) in writing or verbally based on the text.

- Inform by responding appropriately to question forms in writing or 

verbally.

- Identify key details in the text by focusing on the subject (commonly 

occurring nouns and associated pronouns), descriptions (frequently 

occurring adjectives), and action (verbs).

- Pose various types of questions in writing or verbally using question 

words (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how) based on key ideas 

and details from the text to gather information or clarification.

- Interpret and respond appropriately to question forms (e.g., who, 

what, when, where, why, and how) based on key ideas and details 

from the text in writing or verbally.

- Identify key details in the text by focusing on the subject (common 

nouns, proper nouns, and associated pronouns), descriptions 

(precise adjectives and adverbs that communicate shades of 

meaning), location (nouns and prepositions) and actions (verbs).

- Pose various types of questions in writing and verbally using who, 

what, where, when, why, and how based on key ideas and details 

form the text.
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Alignment with the Culturally Responsive - 
Sustaining Education (CR-SE) Framework

CR-SE Strategies 
and Considerations 
for Speaking and 

Listening
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Supporting Students with Disabilities

Considerations and 

Strategies to Support 

ELLs with Disabilities 

for Learning Standards 

in Writing

Directly taken from the ALD document, created in collaboration with OSE
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Home Language Arts (HLA) Supports

HLA is a required part 

of all Bilingual 

Education programs to 

ensure that students 

learn content in both 

languages. 

HLA

- Devolver al Remitente by Julia Alvarez

- La Declaración Universal de los 

Derechos Humanos

- ¡Si Se Puede!/Yes we Can!: Janitor 

Strike in LA by Diane Cohn & Luis 

Rodriguez

6

https://www.un.org/es/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.un.org/es/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights


Timeline of the ALDs 
Development and Implementation

2018-2019: 
Initial Draft

2019-2020: 
Educator Review

2020-2022: 
Analysis and 
Revision

2022-2023: 
Stakeholder 
Review and 
Revision

2023-2024: 
Publication and 
Rollout
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Train the Trainers with the 
Statewide & Regional Bilingual Education 
Resource Networks (RBERNs)
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Literacy Connection

Advanced 

Literacies for 

Academic 

Success
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Literacy Connection

Knowledge-Building 

Unit Cycle

(1) 
Craft Big 

Questions

(2) 
Select a Range 

of Texts

(3) 
Select 

Core Set of 
Vocabulary 

Words

(4) 
Identify and 
Repeat Core 

Learning Tasks 

(5)
Provide Content 
Mastery Tools
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Literacy Connection Tools

Grade 

Level 

Standard

Grade 

Level 

Academic 

Demand

Linguistic Demands

5R2: 

Determine a 

theme or 

central idea 

and explain 

how it is 

supported by 

key details; 

summarize a 

text.

Summarize 

text and 

determine a 

theme or 

central idea 

along with 

supporting 

details.

• Identify words and phrases that 

appear throughout the text (e.g., 

imagery, analogies, metaphors) that 

help to identify a theme or central idea.

• Use words and phrases to summarize 

the central ideas of the text (e.g., “The 

main points are...”; “The key points the 

author makes are...”).

• Use words and phrases to explain a 

theme or central idea along with how 

those ideas are supported by key 

details (e.g., “The author relates ...”; 

“This idea is supported by ...”).

Lesson Objective: By the end of this lesson, students will be 

able to identify and explain the main idea of Article 1 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).
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Voices United: 
Embracing Diversity 
to Foster 
Multiculturalism and 
Multilingualism 
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Our Commitments

1. The Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages 
(OBEWL) and the Regional Bilingual Education Resource 
Networks (RBERNs) have a Strategic Working Group to 
develop supports for using the Academic and Linguistic 
Demands (ALDs). 
a. The themes of this work include: 

i. Home Language Instruction and ALDs
ii. Intersection of the ALDs and the Science of Reading
iii. ALDs and Lesson Planning
iv. Prioritizing Standards with the ALDs Instructional 

Scaffold Frameworks

2. The Regional and Statewide RBERNs will deliver the 
developed ALDs supports to school districts. 
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Questions?
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