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The draft New York Statewide Strategic Plan for 

the Arts was shared in an online survey to solicit 
feedback from the public. 
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New York Statewide
Strategic Plan for the Arts

Four Critical Components:

1. Standards

2. Professional Development

2.1 Curriculum

2.2 Assessment

2.3 Instruction

3. Materials & Resource Support

4. Administrative and Community Support

STANDARDS

PD
Support

Support
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Within various components of the strategic plan, 
NYSED plans to:

• Adopt revised NYS Learning Standards for the Arts

• Develop the Arts Pathway Assessment System Processes

• Support regular and substantive teaching and learning of Arts content,

conceptual understandings, and practices through artistic inquiry and

authentic engagement with artistic works across the arts disciplines.
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Within various components of the strategic plan, 
NYSED plans to:

• Provide mentorships and research opportunities for teachers and students

through incentives to build partnerships between business and industry,

higher education institutions, and/or other arts community stakeholders.

• Review the Commissioner’s Regulations pertaining to arts programs and

diploma requirements P-12, and consider amendments to reflect the

knowledge and skills required of high school graduates, as well as

Department capacity.

• Utilize Arts education partners and their resources to promote and support

new and existing innovative art education initiatives (i.e., fellowships,

internships, mentorships, research opportunities).
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Process and Field 

Engagement Strategy
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Standard 1: Creating, Performing and Participating in the Arts Students will actively 
engage in the processes that constitute creation and performance in the arts (dance, 
music, theatre, and visual arts) and participate in various roles in the arts. 

Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources Students will be 
knowledgeable about and make use of the materials and resources available for 
participation in the arts in various roles. 

Standard 3: Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art Students will respond critically to a 
variety of works in the arts, connecting the individual work to other works and to other 
aspects of human endeavor and thought. 

Standard 4: Understanding the Cultural Dimensions and Contributions of the Arts Students 
will develop an understanding of the personal and cultural forces that shape artistic 
communication and how the arts in turn shape the diverse cultures of past and present 
society.

Current NYS Arts Standards
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? ? 

The new NYS Arts Standards extend PK-12 in 

each arts discipline and are grade-by-grade from 

PreK-8 with three proficiency levels 

at the High School.
. 
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Members of the Arts Blue Ribbon Commission will support 
various activities within components of the Strategic Plan for the Arts.

Currently developing the Arts Pathway Assessment System Processes.



• Winter 2015-16

o Determine core arts content, conceptual understandings, and practices

required of all students

o Crosswalk NCAS and NYS standards in each discipline

o Determine architecture of standards documents

• Spring 2016

o Selection of 5 teams of standards writers

• Summer 2016

o Write draft standards in Dance, Music, Theater, Visual and Media Arts

• Fall & Winter 2016

o Reformat and post draft standards for stakeholder review and comment

• Spring 2017

o Revise standards, based on survey review and comments

o Reformat standards documents for presentation

• Summer 2017

o Propose new arts learning standards for Board of Regents adoption

o Public comment survey

o Develop rollout strategy & implementation guidance

o Develop guidance to support curriculum & assessment development

• 2017-18 SY- transition year

• 2018-19 SY- full implementation

NYS Arts Standards Timeline


