
SPOTLIGHT
OVERVIEW OF EVENTS, 
ACTIVITIES, AND UPCOMING 
PROJECTS 
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Updates on the Office 
of Cultural Education’s 
Three Priorities

AGENDA

Highlights on How the 
Office of Cultural 
Education Supports P-12 
Education
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Make substantial progress on 
the gallery renewal and storage 

facility prjects.

Enhance programming and 
rotating exhibits to bring more 

vitality to the building

Focus on marketing – spread 
the word about the exciting 
initiatives we’re undertaking

OCE
Priorities
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Launching in February: National Search for Next 

Museum Director

• Will be led by Brent Glass, PhD

• Director Emeritus of the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
American History (2002 to 2011)

• National leader in the 
preservation, interpretation, and 
promotion of U.S. history

• Former Executive Director (1987–
2002) of the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum 
Commission
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Two Key Appointments: Meet OCE’s New Leadership

Katlyn Curtin – Director of Operations

• Extensive experience in state 
budgetary and administrative 
processes

• Former Senior Analyst for Healthcare 
Finance and Operations at SUNY

• Former Team Leader at the NYS 
Division of the Budget

• Oversaw major state expenditures, 
including $34 billion in School Aid 
and $27 billion in Medicaid

Jaclyn Keegan – Public Information Officer

• Over a decade of experience in 
journalism and public relations

• Former TV reporter and anchor, earning 
an Emmy nomination for investigative 
reporting

• Former Media Relations Strategist at Baker 
Public Relations

• Named to City & State’s 2024 Political PR 
Power 75 list
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Enhance 
Programming/ 
Rotating Exhibits
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Michael Lucas, Curator of Historical Archaeology
Michael Lucas, Curator of Historical Archaeology

The Powell Family Homestead, 1818-
1958

A New York Story
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The story of one African American farming 
family’s struggle to build and grow their 
homestead from 1818-1958 

Powell Family Cemetery
Ruins of the Powell Family House
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Archaeological and Historical Research
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Silver Spoon

Building and Preserving Collections for Future Generations

H E K
Hannah E. 

Kilburn

Brass Bell

1863 Token

Clay Marbles

Copper Thimble Porcelain Saucer
Medicinal Bottle
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Moving Forward
Preservation and Education Partnerships
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Focus on 
Marketing
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Focus on marketing: November
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Focus on marketing: December
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Focus on marketing: January
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Focus on marketing: Highlighting Experts

- Dr. James Lendemer of the NY 
State Museum rediscovered long-
lost lichen collection otherwise 
lost to history.

- Thought to have been destroyed 
in an 1866 fire, the specimens 
date back over 200 years.

- In 1823, NYC had 129 lichen 
species documented; today, only 
18 remain.

- Highlights drastic biodiversity loss 
due to human activity and 
urbanization.

- Reinforces museums' role in 
connecting past discoveries to 
present challenges.
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Focus on marketing: Highlighting Experts
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Focus on marketing: Highlighting Experts
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Highlight on 
How OCE 
Supports P-12 
Education
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20

CTLE-Eligible 
Professional 

Development 
Workshops for 

Teachers
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Free CTLE-Eligible Professional Development 

Workshops for Teachers
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New York State Libraries & Education

State Librarian: 

Lauren Moore

22



Libraries Are Education
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Libraries Are Literacy
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NOVELny Connects Teachers, Librarians, and Students 

to Trusted Resources
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New York State Archives & Education

State Archivist: 

Brian Keough
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3,858 primary sources  2,925 learning activities  1,960 registered users
  

Over 150,000 page views     over 100,000 new users    5,000+ users per month
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Special Editions with videos on Revolutionary 
War, Enslavement in New York, Learn about 
Archives. Coming Soon: Civic Engagement 
and  Urban Renewal
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Over 100,000 copies 
requested by 

educators statewide



Special Editions on the history of 
Enslavement in New York State.
Issues will include a short educational 
video based on the content featured 
in the first of a series of traveling 
exhibits in the Enslavement to 
Freedom project created by NYS Parks, 
titled Poisonous Seeds. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJObXmYMWoY

Coming Soon!

Black History Month 
Resources

https://considerthesourceny.org/featured-
collections/black-history-resources
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New York State Museum & Education

Director of Community Engagement & Education 

Kathryn Weller
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Teacher Professional Development 
Opportunities and Collaborations with CTLE

• SED & MANY collaborations to educate 
NYS cultural institutions on CTLE

• Teacher professional development with 
NYSM & OCE resources

• Model created for CTLE eligible in-person 
and virtual asynchronous public 
programming 

• Smithsonian & MANY collaboration to offer 
CTLE certified teacher PD throughout NYS

• Outreach directly to educators through 
teacher-supporting organizations and 
conferences
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Connecting Students Directly with Historians, 
Scientists, and Collections

• Inquiry-based, Museum Instructor-led 
opportunities

• Content specialist-focused 
programming

• Self-guided museum experiences

• Research & NYS Educational Standards-
supporting resources and activities

• Collaborating with our colleagues in 
SED on educational initiatives. 
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New York State Museum & Education

Director of Research & Collections

Robert Feranec
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Dr. Robert Feranec
Director of Research & Collections
Curator of Vertebrate Paleontology

Research & Collections
P-12 Education & Resources
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Primary-School Level

High-School Level
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Teacher’s Workshops &
Lesson Plans
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Earth Science Reference Table
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Questions?
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