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Why Teach About the Holocaust and Other Genocides?

Examine complex 

events in history 

through multiple 

perspectives and 

stories 

Engage in 

reflective thinking

Example: How 

does our shared 

humanity guide us 

in determining the 

responsibility we 

have to one 

another?

Engage in future-

focused thinking

Example: In what 

ways can we act 

individually and 

collectively to 

affirm the dignity 

of every human 

being?

Provides students an opportunity to:
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NYS Mandate – §801 of NYS Education Law

"In order to promote a spirit of patriotic and civic service and obligation and to foster in the 

children of the state moral and intellectual qualities which are essential in preparing to meet the 

obligations of citizenship …, the Regents of The University of the State of New York shall 

prescribe courses of instruction in patriotism, citizenship, and human rights issues, with 

particular attention to the study of the inhumanity of genocide, slavery (including the 

freedom trail and underground railroad), the Holocaust, and the mass starvation in 

Ireland from 1845 to 1850, to be maintained and followed in all the schools of the state. The 

boards of education and trustees of the several cities and school districts of the state shall 

require instruction to be given in such courses, by the teachers employed in the schools 

therein. All pupils attending such schools, over the age of eight years, shall attend upon such 

instruction."
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Resource Platform: Priorities  

• Ease of use for educators (use of color coding, internal links, grade levels identified, etc.)

• Alignment with the CR-S Education Framework, Social Studies Framework, and Learning 

Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies  

• Provision of a variety of resources to support diverse learning styles and interests

• Ensuring historically accurate content

• Highlighting actions of individuals who resisted or helped others during times of genocide 

(stories of courage)

• Inclusion of additional resources/sources for further learning 
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Process 

• Establishment of partnerships

• Creation of resources (team of 

educators)

• Review/editing of resources

• Establishment of vetting team 

and vetting process (NYSED, 

BOCES, and local experts)

• Final edits made 

• Dissemination to field 
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Online Resource Guide: Home Page 
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Supplemental Materials and Pacing Guide
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Online Resource Guide: Home Page 



Home Page Highlights 

Connections to the 

NYS Social Studies 

Framework and 

Learning Standards 

for Literacy in 

History/Social Studies

Alignment with the 

CR-S Education 

Framework

Teaching 

Considerations to 

Support Students:

• Social-Emotional 

Considerations

• Considerations 

for ENL Students

• Considerations 

for Students with 

Disabilities
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Content Organization – Modules 

Overview of Human Behavior

Holocaust Resources by Time Period

• Before 1933

• 1933-1939: Indoctrination and Discrimination

• 1939-1942: Persecution and Segregation

• 1942-1945: Genocide

• 1945-Present: Liberation and Beyond 

Responses to the Holocaust

• Rescue

• Resistance

Literature and Art

U.S. and the Holocaust 

Other Genocides 
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Holocaust 
Resources by Time 

Period
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1933-1939: Indoctrination and Discrimination



13

Content Overview: Categories Within Modules

Example:

Responses to the Holocaust: 

Rescue



Content Overview Within Modules

Module

Images, 
Documents, 
Videos, etc.

Key Terms
Discussion 
Questions

Sources 

1414



Primary Sources
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Case Studies: 
Focus on a Range of Individuals

16
16



17

Responses to the Holocaust
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Literature Guides 

• Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl

• Night

• Number the Stars

• Maus

• Yellow Star
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Young Readers Annotated Bibliography 

Teachers Guide:

Selecting Holocaust Fiction to 

Avoid Misinformation
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Annotated Videography 

34 Films with:

• Descriptions

• Internal link

• Movie Ratings

• Release Date
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U.S. and the Holocaust: Safe Haven at Fort Ontario 
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Other Genocides

Armenia Bosnia Cambodia

Darfur Holodomor Rohingya

Rwanda Uyghurs
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Resource: Key People



22 Camps/Ghettos including:

Location

Establishment

Imprisoned Population

Conditions  

Liberation 

Destruction of Evidence 

Post-War Trials
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Camps and Ghettos



NYSED Day Of Learning:
Center for Jewish History
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NYSED Day of Learning: 
Center for Jewish History
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Next Steps
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Presentation to BOCES District Superintendents

Collaboration with the Staff/Curriculum Development 

Network (SCDN)

NYSED Weekly

Dissemination Through Listservs

Continued Sharing of Resource Through Multiple Channels



Thank You!

Questions?

“The opposite of love is not hate, 

it’s indifference”

   -Elie Wiesel
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