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Excellence through Equity



ALL brains have the innate potential  & desire 
for

developing strengths 
&

High Intellectual Performances
for 

Self-Determination, Excellence, and Contribution.

BELIEF
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Gifted 
Education

EXCELLENCE 
THROUGH

EQUITY

Engage ALL Students to 
Draw Out Their 

Innate Potential:

HIGH 
EXPECTATIONS:

➢ Strengths
➢ High Intellectual 

Performances
➢ “Gifted” Behaviors
➢ Self-Determination
➢ Contribution

Providing Support 
& 

Mitigating Barriers 
For

ALL to
THRIVE 

&
FLOURISH
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EQUITYEQUITY CONSCIOUSNESSAFFIRMATION, I ,



THE NEUROSCIENCE

How do we develop ALL our students’ innate potential for 
strengths, gifts & talents?
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How do we 
develop ALL our 
students’ innate 

potential for 
gifts & talents?

TRAINING:

Exposure 

Application

Innovation
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWMah7Io4qA
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COGNITION

NEUROSCIENCE

ALL of us are wired for developing strengths and high 
intellectual performances, so

why are so many students of color and  second language 
learners labeled as underachieving?

What affects the innate potential of ALL 
students that is under-addressed or ignored 

for students of color?

How do we 
Cultivate Their Innate Potential for High 
Intellectual Performances & Excellence?

EQUITY CONSCIOUSNESS
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ENGAGEMENT CHALLENGE REFLECTION FEEDBACK



EQUITY CONSCIOUSNESS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88OL8NdkV-s


Neurons
86 – 100 

billion

HOW DO WE STRENGTHEN THE MYELIN SHEATH?

• Connect new learning to past 
experiences

• Enriching engagement

• Build on strengths/interests

MYELIN 
SHEATH
SHEATH

VALUING DIVERSITY OF STRENGTHS



THE SCIENCE OF 
ENGAGEMENT

&

LEARNING:

CONNECTING TO

EQUITY CONSCIOUSNESS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88OL8NdkV-s


COGNITION

HOW THE BRAIN 
CONSTRUCTS MEANING:

Ways of Understanding 
&

Knowing

Cultural Frame of Reference

SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL
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• Survival

• Physical Safety

• Social Connection & Belonging

• Self-Esteem & Self-Actualization

MASLOW’S HIERARCHY OF NEEDS

Frame 
of 

Reference 
for

Students 
of 

ColorYvette Jackson, Ed.D. 12
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CULTURAL MYTHS   BELIEFS

• Intelligence is fixed and related 
to race

• Focus on weakness reverses 
underachievement

• IQ and SAT predict potential

• Gifted education only benefits 
those labeled as gifted

➢ Ignoring 

• Not Belonging

• Disconnected

• Limiting

• Minority / Subgroup 
v. Person of Color 

•Low-achiever v.  
Underachiever

•Disadvantaged v. 
School –Dependent 

•Disable v. Variable 
Learning  Support

IMPACT

Self-
Perception:
• OTHERIZED
• MINORITIZED
• MARGINALIZED
• LESS THAN
• INVISIBLE

http://www.nogap.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tAvzsjcBtx8


Reduces blood flow-

DEPRESSES LEARNING:
oMemory & On your feet thinking

oProblem Solving & Decision Making

• Vicious Habits – rewires the brain to 
do the same thing over and over 
instead of finding new approaches

Yvette Jackson, Ed.D.

• Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE)

• Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

• HISTORICAL TRAUMA

•INTELLECTUAL
DEVELOPMENT

•CREATIVITY

•CONFIDENCE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PxWP2dEJVhQ&list=UUTqCim4yJzjEtAhyoCCiBgg&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1-0ulKgmio


• Survival

• Physical Safety

• Social Connection & Belonging

• Self-Esteem & Self-Actualization

MASLOW’S
HIERARCHY OF NEEDS

AFFILIATION

AGENCY

INVESTMENT

VALUE

AFFIRMATION, I ,Yvette Jackson, Ed.D. 16

https://www.dropbox.com/s/twl53iye606qlm3/New%20Program%20Brings%20Kids%20to%20The%20Head%20of%20The%20Class%20copy.mp4?dl=0


High Operational Practices®

• Identifying and Activating Strengths

• Building Relationships

• Nurturing High Intellectual Performances

• Providing Enrichment

• Integrating Prerequisites

• Situating Learning In the Lives of Students

• Amplifying Student Voice
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SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING

AFFIRMING VALUE
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STRENGTH & ENGAGEMENT

Teacher

her

AFFILIATION

DIVERSITY
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CELEBRATION



AFFILIATION:

Human Commonalities/
Universalities

INTERCULTURAL RELATIONS 

TRAITS

• Empathy
• Dialogical Perspective

• Compassion

LEADING EQUITY CONSCIOUSNESS

Set a Metanarrative of 
BELONGING

Yvette Jackson, Ed.D. 20
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CULTIVATING HIGH INTELLECTUAL PERFORMANCES & GIFTED BEHAVIORS

Yvette Jackson, Ed.D.

CHAPTER 40 REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 

FOR 
GIFTED STUDENTS

General intellectual aptitude. Such 
students demonstrate or have the potential 

to demonstrate:

❑ Superior Reasoning; 

❑ Persistent Intellectual Curiosity;

❑ Advanced Use of Language; 

❑ Exceptional Problem Solving; 

❑ Rapid Acquisition and Mastery of Facts,    
Concepts, and Principles; and 

❑ Creative and Imaginative Expression Across 
a  Broad Range of Intellectual Disciplines 

Beyond Their Age-Level peers.

HIGHER ORDER THINKING
PROCESSES

• Abstractions
• Figurative Thinking
• Hypothetical 

Thinking
• Reasoning

• Deductive
• Inductive

• Forecasting
• Dialogical Thinking
• Syllogistic Thinking
• Theorizing
• Philosophizing
• Propositions
• Decision Making

CULTURAL FRAME OF REFERNCE
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CULTIVATING HIGH INTELLECTUAL PERFORMANCES & GIFTED BEHAVIORS

Yvette Jackson, Ed.D.

CHAPTER 40 REGULATIONS GOVERNING 
EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR 

GIFTED STUDENTS

General intellectual aptitude. Such students 
demonstrate or have the potential to 

demonstrate:

❑ Superior Reasoning; 

❑ Persistent Intellectual Curiosity;

❑ Advanced Use of Language; 

❑ Exceptional Problem Solving; 

❑ Rapid Acquisition and Mastery of Facts,    
Concepts, and Principles; and 

❑ Creative and Imaginative Expression Across a  
Broad Range of Intellectual Disciplines Beyond 
Their Age-Level peers.



EMANCIPATING EXCELLENCE

Siem Tesfaslase, 10th Grade, Arlington HS, 
Indianapolis, IAYvette Jackson, Ed.D. 23


