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Engaging Parents in 
the Common Core
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Objectives

• Participants will understand how to 
organize and run successful parent 
workshops.  

• Participants will interact with tools to 
help parents to understand college 
readiness and the Common Core 
standards. 

• Participants will practice talking to 
parents about the Common Core and 
college readiness
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What Works Best for Engaging Parents?
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Toolkit for Parent 
Engagement 
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Planning Tools
•Event Checklist for Planning a Parent Night 
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Planning Tools
•Annotated Agendas for Parent Nights: 

Consolidated

 

One-
Night Parent Session

Two-Night Parent 
Sessions OR
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Planning Tools
• Sample slides from parent night presentations

• Full presentations are available for download on EngageNY.org
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Parent Handouts
•Parent’s Backpack Guide to the Common Core
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Parent Handouts
•Frequently Asked Questions
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Parent Handouts
•What Parents Can Do to Help their Children Learn
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Parent Handouts
•Common Core Resources for Parents to Learn More
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Scenario
You have each just attended your school’s Parent Session, and are having a 1:1 
follow up conversation. The parent wants to know more about the Common Core 
State Standards and how s/he can help prepare her/his child and approaches 
the educator for help. This conversation should focus on ways in

 

which parents 
and educators can work together effectively to ease the transition to the 
Common Core and ensure that students receive the support that they need.

Some questions parents might ask of educators and 
administrators: 

Some questions that educators or administrators 
might ask of parents: 

 What is different about what my child is learning 
at school? 

 What is different about the work my student is 
bringing home? 

 Who should I talk to if I don’t see these changes?  
 What can I do to help my child achieve these new 

standards? 
 What can I expect with the upcoming spring 

Regents exams? (for 3‐8 parents) 

 What concerns do you have about the new 
standards and expectations for your child?  

 What other resources do you need to 
understand these changes and help your child 
succeed?  

 Have you seen any of these changes in your 
child’s school work or homework so far in this 
school year?  
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• Parent Panel

• EngageNY.org
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