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Indicator 6 — Preschool Least Restrictive Environment
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A preschool child with a disability is entitled to all the rights and
protections guaranteed under Part B of the IDEA, including the

right to be educated in the least restrictive environment.
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Part B least restrictive environment requirements include a strong
preference for educating children with disabilities in regular classes
alongside their peers without disabilities.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES

USDE Guidance on LRE

January %, 2007

Dear Colleague:

We are writing to reaﬁirr.n |h§ position of the U.S. Depaﬂm-mtr of E::.luml:.un (ED or Department) ° U S D E G Ul d ance D ear C O | | eaque
that all yvoung children wiath disabilities should have access to inclusive high-quality early =
childhood programs where they are provided with individualized and appropniate supports to Lette I ( D C L) e | ate d to P Fesc h 0]0) |
enable them to meet high expectations. Over the last few years, Siates and commumities have . . .

made progress in expanding early learning opportunities for young children, with all but four Le d St Re St Il Ct lve E nvironme ntS
States investing in free public preschool pmbrmms_' The Federal government, while aligning with .

the movement of States, has led several efforts to increase access to and the quality of early ( |— R E) ( P D F) ISSuUe d J dnua ry 2017

childhood programs, such as the Preschool Development Grants and expansion of Head Start.

States have focused on im]:nfmx-"mg the quality of early !euming p:.-agmms. ':.m:]ud'mg .|he | ° D escC rl b es t h e | m p 9) rta nce Of
development of early learning program standards and incorporating these into Quality Rating and . . .
Improvement Systems (QRIS). preschool inclusion and outlines
In September 2015, ED and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued a p Fesc h 0]0] | | east restrictive

policy statement on promoling inclusion in early childhood programs to set a vision on this 1ssue . .

and provide recommendations to States, local educational agencies {LEAs), schools, and public environme I’Tl'. re q uireme ntS .

and private early childhood pmgrﬂmﬁ.l Despite the expansion of early childhood programs, there
has not yet been a proportionate expansion of inclusive early learning opportunities for young
children with disabilities. Given this concern and the ED-HHS policy statement on early
childhood inclusion, the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) is updating the February
29, 2012, Dear Colleacue Letter (DCL) to reaffiem our commitment to inclusive oreschool |



https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/policy_speced_guid_idea_memosdcltrs_preschool-lre-dcl-1-10-17.pdf
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A. Regular early childhood program and receiving the majority of special
education and related services in the regular early childhood program.

Improvement = More Children with Disabilities Attending a Regular Early Childhood Program

B. Separate special education class, separate school, or residential
facility.

Improvement = Fewer Children with Disabilities Receiving Services in a Separate Class Setting

C. Receiving special education and related services in the home.

Improvement = Fewer Children with Disabilities Receiving Services in the Home Setting
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New York California Florida Pennsylvania lllinois Texas Ohio
N 2015 2016 NN 2017 2018 = = 2018 National Mean 20%

6B: State Comparison Reported Data from the APR
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6B: Separate Class 18 % Target < Improvement = Fewer Children in a Separate Class Setting |

Native Hawaiian/
Other Pacific Islander
(Student Count = 11)

22.4% No Cohort Met Target

Multiracial %
(Student Count = 411) Zor o
Hispanic or Latino
0

(Student Count = 5,166) 42.1%
Black or African American o
(Student Count = 2,588) 44.970
Asian »

(Student Count =1,062) L 520
American Indian or Alaska Native o
(Student Count = 146) 47770
White

(Student Count = 5,042)
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0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0% 40.0% 45.0% 50.0%

2019 Data Equated to the New 2020 Measurement with FFY 2019 Target
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6B: Separate Class 18 % Target < Improvement = Fewer Children in a Separate Class Setting
|
LOW NEEDS 122.5%
|
|
AVERAGE NEEDS 18.9%
|
|
RURAL HIGH NEEDS 10.4% :
|
URBAN/SUBURBAN]/ ' 5o
HIGH NEEDS | S—
|
LARGE CITY 122.4,%
|
|
NEW YORK CITY : 45.8%
|
0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0%

2019 Data Equated to the New 2020 Measurement with FFY 2019 Targets
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separate school, or residential facility

County Level Data Minimum Value Maximum Value
Met Target 0% 18%

Did not Meet Target (Within 25%) 18.1% 22.5%
Did not Meet Target (Over 25%) 22.6% 100.0%

10 2019 Reported Data Equated to the 2020 Measurement Compared to the 2019 APR Target
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THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT ) THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK | ALBANY, NY 12234

Joint NYSED guidance issued in July 2021

OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION AND EARLY LEARNING
B89 Washingten Avenue, Roam 308 EB 89 Washingten Avesue, Room 860 EBA
L] ‘\ L] L} L} L] L] L] Abany, New York 12234 Alhany, New York 12234
titled "School District Res pOoNnsIDI Ities Tor s i
July 2021

Preschool Inclusion in Publicly Funded
Prekindergarten (PreK) Programs.” T sk

Directors of Special Education
Directors of Pupil Personnel Services
Chairpersons of Committees on Preschool Special Education

. . . Administrators of State-Administered Prekindergarten Programs
n Approved Preschool Special Education Programs
I S g U I a n C e O U I n e S - Organizations, Parents and Individuals Concerned with Special Education

From: Christopher Suriano ¢ R

* that publicly funded PreK programs uotwnCon gt G

Subject: School District Responsibilities for Preschool Inclusion in Publicly Funded
Prekindergarten Programs

must be leveraged to meet preschool et syt sty e

(NYS) and federal guidance pertaining to the expectations for the inclusion of preschool
. . . students with disabilities in prekindergarten programs operated or administered by a school

| district (PreK) including State-administered prekindergarten programs' and district
e a S re S r I C I Ve e n V I ro n l I I e n prekindergarten programs that are government-funded and free for those who attend it. The
continued expansion of these early learning opportunities offers high-quality,

developmentally, culturally, and linguistically appropriate educational environments for
young children to learn and grow. As of July 1, 2021, NYS will be investing $970 million into

n L] L] n
re S O n S I b I | It I e S . a n d State-administered prekindergarten programs. This figure will most likely be $1 billion by the
I end of the 2023-24 school year due to expansion grants.

School districts must ensure resident preschool students with disabilities have equal
access to enroll and attend the district's public PreK programs in accordance with NYS and
federal expectations for the provision of a free appropriate public education (FAPE) in the

 ensure meaningful preschool inclusion.

' As of the date of this memo, there are four State-Administered Prekindergarten programs for three- and four-
year old children in New York State including Targeted Prekindergarten (TPK), Universal Prekindergarten
(UPK), Statewide Universal Full-Day Prekindergarten (SUFDPK), and Federal-Funded Expanded Universal
Prekindergarten.



http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/documents/school-district-responsibilities-for-preschool-inclusion-in-publicly-funded-prekindergarten-.pdf

IDEA STATE
PERFORMANCE

PLAN

Early Childhood Cross-System Collaboration o [ STAKEHOLDER

ENGAGEMENT
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to Support Early Childhood
Education Programs

Council on Children
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NYSB5 Renewal Projects
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Reference Guide

The activities described in this document are supported by the Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five Initiative (PDGBS), Grant

Number 90TPO05302, from the US. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Chikd
Care. Its contents are solely the responsibiity of the authors and do not necessarily represent the offical view of the United States
Ce

Departrment of Health and Human Seswces, Administration for Children and Families.

Council on Children
and Families

NEW
YORK
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NYCDOE Inclusion Efforts
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* The New York City Department of
Education is implementing a
comprehensive plan to promote
preschool inclusion.

* More preschool students with
disabilities will receive most of their
services in a reqular early childhood
classroom.

* The number of preschool students
receiving services in a separate
special class program will be
reduced.



Educational Partnership Resources
Targeted Professional Development Improvement Strategies

Trainings impacting Preschool Least Restrictive Environment include, but are not limited to:
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Classroom Management Training

CPSE/CSE Chairperson Training

Creating the Individualized Education Program

Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA)/Behavioral Intervention Plan (BIP) Toolkit
Using the FBA/BIP Process to Support Students Needing Intensive Interventions
Function Based Thinking in Preschool

Introduction to the Behavior Pathways

Specially Designed Instruction Series

Positive Behavior Interventions and SupportsTier 1 & Tier 2 Team Training
Positive Solutions for Families: Pyramid Model

Preschool Special Education Process

Using the Competing Behavior Pathway to Identify Interventions
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Examples of Potential New Improvement Strategies

Create a parent resource to describe the benefits of preschool inclusion and outline their child's right
to receive preschool special education programs and related services in the least restrictive

environment.

Require districts to review their Indicator 6 data in aggregate and also by race and ethnicity. For
districts not meeting Indicator 6 targets, or if a disparity is found in the race and ethnicity data,
districts would be required to complete a Local District Preschool Inclusion Self-Assessment.

Create a targeted monitoring activity to review and document Committee on Preschool Special
Education decision-making processes pertaining to preschool inclusion. Include documentation that
the parent was informed of their child’s rights to receive services in the least restrictive environment.

Amend regulation to expand the preschool continuum in New York State to include more flexible
models for preschool special education delivery in the regular early childhood program environment.

15


https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/topics/inclusion/local-inclusion-self-assessment.pdf
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Additional information on SPP Indicator data may be found in school
district "Special Education Data” reports available at data.nysed.gov

COUNTIES BOCES DISTRICTS SCHOOLS HIGHER EDUCATION DOWNLOADS ‘ PARENTS Search by name Q

Please select a district to view more information.

You can navigate directly to a dataset or click on a district name to view profile information.
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STUDENT DATA STUDENT DATA STUDENT DATA
Enrollment Data Enrollment Data Enroliment Data
English Language Learners Data English Language Learners Data English Language Learners Data
Special Education Data Special Education Data Special Education Data
SCHOOL DATA SCHOOL DATA SCHOOL DATA
School Report Card School Report Card School Report Card

High School Graduation Rate High School Graduation Rate High School Graduation Rate

High School Graduation Pathways Data High School Graduation Pathways Data High School Graduation Pathways Data

AP &IB Report AP & IB Report
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