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A preschool child with a disability is entitled to all the rights and 
protections guaranteed under Part B of the IDEA, including the             
right to be educated in the least restrictive environment. 

Least Restrictive Environment

2



Part B least restrictive environment requirements include a strong 
preference for educating children with disabilities in regular classes 
alongside their peers without disabilities. 

Part B LRE requirements
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USDE Guidance on LRE

• USDE Guidance Dear Colleague 
Letter (DCL) related to Preschool 
Least Restrictive Environments 
(LRE) (PDF) issued January 2017

• Describes the importance of 
preschool inclusion and outlines 
preschool least restrictive 
environment requirements.
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https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/policy_speced_guid_idea_memosdcltrs_preschool-lre-dcl-1-10-17.pdf


State Performance Plan Indicator 6 
Preschool Least Restrictive Environment 

A.  Regular early childhood program and receiving the majority of special 
education and related services in the regular early childhood program.

B.  Separate special education class, separate school, or residential 
facility.

C. Receiving special education and related services in the home.

Improvement = More Children with Disabilities Attending a Regular Early Childhood Program  

Improvement = Fewer Children with Disabilities Receiving Services in a Separate Class Setting   

Improvement = Fewer Children with Disabilities Receiving Services in the Home Setting 
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New York State SPP 2013-19 Targets and Actuals 
Indicator 6B: Separate Class, School or Facility
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States Results Comparison

Indicator 6B: Separate Class Setting
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Indicator 6B: Separate Class Setting
Student Data by Race and Ethnicity (2019)
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Improvement = Fewer Children in a Separate Class Setting6B: Separate Class 18 % Target
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Indicator 6B: Separate Class Setting
Needs/Resource Capacity (2019)

45.8%

22.4%

28.2%

10.4%

18.9%

22.5%

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0%

NEW YORK CITY

LARGE CITY

URBAN/SUBURBAN/
HIGH NEEDS

RURAL HIGH NEEDS

AVERAGE NEEDS

LOW NEEDS
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Regional 6B Data
Separate special education class, 
separate school, or residential facility

10 2019 Reported Data Equated to the 2020 Measurement Compared to the 2019 APR Target 

County Level Data Minimum Value Maximum Value

Met Target 0% 18%

Did not Meet Target (Within 25%) 18.1% 22.5%

Did not Meet Target (Over 25%) 22.6% 100.0%



Promoting Preschool Inclusion in PreK Programs
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Joint NYSED guidance issued in July 2021 
titled “School District Responsibilities for 
Preschool Inclusion in Publicly Funded 
Prekindergarten (PreK) Programs.”

This guidance outlines:

• that publicly funded PreK programs 
must be leveraged to meet preschool 
least restrictive environment 
responsibilities; and 

• ensure meaningful preschool inclusion. 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/documents/school-district-responsibilities-for-preschool-inclusion-in-publicly-funded-prekindergarten-.pdf


Early Childhood Cross-System Collaboration 
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NYCDOE Preschool 
Inclusion Efforts

• The New York City Department of 
Education is implementing a 
comprehensive plan to promote 
preschool inclusion. 

• More preschool students with 
disabilities will receive most of their 
services in a regular early childhood 
classroom.

• The number of preschool students 
receiving services in a separate 
special class program will be 
reduced.  

13 NYCDOE Inclusion Efforts  



Educational Partnership Resources 
Targeted Professional Development Improvement Strategies 

Trainings impacting Preschool Least Restrictive Environment include, but are not limited to:

Classroom Management Training

CPSE/CSE Chairperson Training

Creating the Individualized Education Program 

Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA)/Behavioral Intervention Plan (BIP) Toolkit

Using the FBA/BIP Process to Support Students Needing Intensive Interventions

Function Based Thinking in Preschool

Introduction to the Behavior Pathways

Specially Designed Instruction Series

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports Tier 1  & Tier 2 Team Training

Positive Solutions for Families: Pyramid Model

Preschool Special Education Process

Using the Competing Behavior Pathway to Identify Interventions
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Examples of Potential New Improvement Strategies

Create a parent resource to describe the benefits of preschool inclusion and outline their child's right 
to receive preschool special education programs and related services in the least restrictive 
environment.

Require districts to review their Indicator 6 data in aggregate and also by race and ethnicity. For 
districts not meeting Indicator 6 targets, or if a disparity is found in the race and ethnicity data, 
districts would be required to complete a Local District Preschool Inclusion Self-Assessment.

Create a targeted monitoring activity to review and document Committee on Preschool Special 
Education decision-making processes pertaining to preschool inclusion. Include documentation that 
the parent was informed of their child’s rights to receive services in the least restrictive environment.

Amend regulation to expand the preschool continuum in New York State to include more flexible 
models for preschool special education delivery in the regular early childhood program environment.

15

1

2

3

4

https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/topics/inclusion/local-inclusion-self-assessment.pdf


New York State School District SPP Data 

Additional information on SPP Indicator data may be found in school 
district “Special Education Data” reports available at data.nysed.gov  
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THANK YOU


