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State Archives Core Functions
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• Preserve and make available the official 
records of New York Colony and State

• Provide records management oversight 
and assistance to state agencies

• Operate the State Records Center

• Provide records management oversight, 
grants, and technical assistance to local 
governments

• Support and provide funding for the work of 
non-government archives
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Use of the Archives Collection

The State Archives preserves and makes available 270 million 

items documenting New York’s colonial and State 

governments.

In 2020, when our research room was closed to the public, we 

responded to 8,221 inquiries via e-mail and telephone.  

We scanned 37,571 pages of material on-demand in 2020.

State Archives resources on Ancestry.com were accessed 

more than 5.8 million times in the first six months of 2021.

200,000 downloads from our online digital collections in 2021.
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Recent Significant Transfers

The State Archives acquires an average of 

5,000 cubic feet of records annually, 

which most often are routine transfers 

from State Agencies.  
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• 2020 Legislative Bill and Veto Jackets

• 1,100 boxes of case files of former 

Willowbrook patients

• NYSCA Folk Arts Program subject files

• Enrolled acts of the Legislature 2019

• Upland application files 1799-2009

• Lands Under Water application files, 

1802-1966
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Outreach and Resources for Teachers and Students
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Local governments are required to maintain their 

records:

• The Retention and Disposition Schedule for New 

York Local Government Records (LGS-1) provides 

authority for disposing of temporary records and 

identifying those that must be preserved.

• Local Government Records Management 

Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) Grants support the 

work of local governments to manage and preserve 

their records. $270 million awarded since 1989.

• Five State Archives advisory staff provide hands-on 

assistance, training, and support statewide.

Local Government Archives and Records
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Assists 4,000 repositories statewide

• Grants to improve access. 2020 projects 

included:

• Out Alliance

• St. Regis Mohawk Tribe

• National Baseball Hall of Fame

• Rochester Regional Health Medical 

Museum and Archives

• Training and assessment services through 

DHPSNY program

• 157 assessments over 5 years

• 1,202 participants in training in 2020

Documentary Heritage Program
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THANK YOU!
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