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Standards & Instruction:
Seal of Civic Readiness +1 Pathway

Strongly rooted in diversity, 

equity, and inclusivity

Builds civic agency by 

developing students’ abilities 

across lines of difference and 

elevating historically 

marginalized voices

Recognizes the value of 

allowing students to have a 

choice, voice, and ownership 

in their learning

Empowers students to 

productively advocate for 

equitable patterns and 

practices in society

Prepares students to become 

positive agents of social 

change and participate in 

authentic actions and 

experiences
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The Seal of Civic Readiness

• The Seal of Civic Readiness is an honor and 

distinction on a diploma and can be used as a +1 

Graduation Pathway.

• The Seal allows local districts to design their own 

Seal programs that match the needs of the 

community and students.

• Pilot Year: 2021-22, 117 High Schools

• Currently over 500 high schools and BOCES 

participate

6



Criteria for the Seal of Civic Readiness

Civic Knowledge

Demonstrate a fundamental and 

functional knowledge of government, law, 

history, geography, culture, economics, 

and current events.

Civic Participation

Participate in developmentally appropriate 

civic experiences that engage students in 

relevant experiences and include students 

as active participants.

The Seal is earned through a flexible points-based system. Students must earn points in both 
Civic Knowledge and Civic Participation.
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Expanded Learning Opportunities 
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Connecting Educators

with Museums throughout 
New York State

➢ Voices and Votes

▪ Smithsonian Traveling exhibition

▪ 12 Host Sites from 2024-2026

➢ Outreach

▪ Professional Development for Museums on:

❖ Creating CTLE Certified Workshops

❖ Connecting Collections with Learning 
Standards

❖ SED Educational Resources & Teacher 
Outreach

▪ Consultation and Support
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Collaborating and 
Supporting Teachers 
through
Social Studies

➢ New York State Council for the 
Social Studies

▪ Cultural Education Co-chair

▪ Capital Region Council for the 
Social Studies

➢ National History Day

▪ Capital Region History Day

▪ SED Support and Participation
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Questions?
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