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Outline for Today’s Talk

• An American Education Story

• Introduce the concept of epistemicide and epistemic 
injustices and the harms occurring because of the 
injustices

• Transformative Equity

• Questions & Conversation
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An American Education – Our Story
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“If I wanted a particular book, I borrowed it or 
hoped some friend or relative had it or something 
similar to it, and sometimes we’d even pick books 
out of the trash [...] This library business really 
bothered me, as I had a thirst for knowledge and 
my family paid taxes, and still I couldn’t use the 
library.” 

Dr. Sonnie Hereford III in Beside the Troubled Waters (2011)



Syracuse University School of Information Studies 8



Syracuse University School of Information Studies 9

Dr. Sonnie Wellington Hereford III & Dr. John Cashin
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Martha Adams Hereford - 1962
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Sonnie W. Hereford IV 
Becomes the First 
Black Student to 
Desegregate Schools 
in Alabama

September 9, 1963
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Alabama State Education Standards for 4th Grade

● SS.AAS.4.14: Identify the purpose of the Civil Rights 
Movement; recognize important issues, leaders, and 
results of the movement.

● SS.AAS.4.14a: Identify vocabulary associated with the 
modern Civil Rights Movement, including discrimination, 
prejudice, segregation, integration, suffrage, and rights.
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The Oppression of Knowledge
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As Educators, 
Librarians, Info 
Professionals, and 
Academics, how do we 
support people’s 
capacity to know? 
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As Librarians, Info 
Professionals, and 
Academics, how do we 

harm people’s 
capacity to know? 
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Whom do we 
support?

Whom do we harm? 
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Epistemicide 
is the “killing, 
silencing, 
annihilation, or 
devaluing of a 
knowledge 
system” 
(Patin et al., 2020)
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Some examples of 
epistemicide…
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David Eltis and David Richardson, Atlas of the Transatlantic Slave Trade (New Haven, 2010)
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Martha Corey / Photo via Wikimedia Commons



Syracuse University School of Information Studies 37

6 May 1933: Looting of the Institute of Sexology

Book burning after 
looting of the 

Institute of Sexology
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Indian Residential Schools | Wayne K. Spear
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Epistemicide happens when 
several epistemic 
injustices occur 

collectively and reflect a 
structured and systemic 
oppression of particular 

ways of knowing. 
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Epistemic Injustice is 
the "wrong done to 
someone specifically 
in their capacity as a 
knower"
(Fricker, 2007, p. 1)
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Types of Epistemic Injustices

Testimonial

Hermeneutical

Participatory

Curricular
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These injustices suppress "the 
epistemic agency of some members 
of the group while elevating 
that of others, thus producing 

privileged and derogated 
categories of knowers” 

(Hill Collins, 2017, p. 120).
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Testimonial Injustice is when a “prejudice causes a hearer to 
give a deflated level of credibility to a speaker's word,” (Fricker, 
2007, p. 1).

School of Information Studies | Syracuse University43

Universal | Variety Magazine
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https://www.chcf.org/blog/health-care-system-has-black-community-choke-hold/ 

https://www.chcf.org/blog/health-care-system-has-black-community-choke-hold/
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Hermeneutical Injustice is “a gap in collective interpretative 
resources” creating a barrier for someone who is trying to “make 
sense of their social experiences” (Fricker, 2007, p. 1).

Mark Reinstein/Corbis/Getty Image
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Levy & Mattsson, 2020
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Hermeneutical
School of Information Studies | Syracuse University49
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Participatory injustice is the exclusion of one’s participation in 
their own epistemological development, including dismissive 
behaviors such as keeping someone out‐of‐the‐loop (Patin et 
al., 2021).

School of Information Studies | Syracuse University50

Dr. Sonnie W. Hereford III | Hereford Family Archive
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Curricular injustice happens when physical resources are 
not available to help support epistemic growth and are 
used to suppress and eliminate the creation of rival, 
alternative knowledges (Patin et al., 2021).

School of Information Studies | Syracuse University52

“From the teaching of science the Negro was 
likewise eliminated. The beginnings of science in 
various parts of the Orient were mentioned, but 
the Africans’ early advancements in this field were 
omitted. Students were not told that ancient 
Africans of the interior knew sufficient science to 
concoct poisons for arrowheads, to mix durable 
colors for paintings, to extract metals from nature 
and refine them for development in the industrial 
art” (Woodson, 1933, p. 10).
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Training 
Dermatologists-
Psoriasis

• Medical textbooks lack skin color diversity, mostly showing 
light skin as examples.

• A study published earlier this year found a scant 11% of 
images in Review of Dermatology were skin of color, and only 
two of the images were of very dark skin.

https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(22)00521-7/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(22)00521-7/fulltext
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Curriculum 
Injustice
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So, why is this 
important for 
educators, info 
professionals and 

academia?
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Harms of Epistemic Injustice

School of Information Studies | Syracuse University56

Primary Harm
(Fricker, 2007)

Secondary Harm
(Fricker, 2007)

Third Harm
(Patin et al., 2020) 

Experienced by the Individual Experienced by the Collective Experienced in the Future
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How do we move towards justice? 
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Type of Injustice Examples of Injustice Justice-Oriented 
Solutions

Testimonial 
Injustice

Disregarding a capacity as a 
knower

Devaluing minority research 
(Lloyd-Jones, 2014; Turner et 
al., 1999)

Invalidating an authority of 
person of color as a faculty 
member (Gibson, 2019)

Silencing an objection against 
injustice (Irvin, 2019)

Discrediting faculty of color, 
especially Black professors, in 
student evaluation (Bavishi et 
al., 2010)

Believe your community 
members when they share their 
experiences.

Work toward amplifying and/or 
recentering the voices and work 
of your community members.

Acknowledge when your own 
experience or knowledge is 
limited and someone else's 
experience may deserve more 
credibility.

https://asistdl-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/doi/10.1002/asi.24479#asi24479-bib-0051
https://asistdl-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/doi/10.1002/asi.24479#asi24479-bib-0071
https://asistdl-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/doi/10.1002/asi.24479#asi24479-bib-0026
https://asistdl-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/doi/10.1002/asi.24479#asi24479-bib-0038
https://asistdl-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/doi/10.1002/asi.24479#asi24479-bib-0006


Syracuse University School of Information Studies 59



Syracuse University School of Information Studies 60

Type of Injustice Examples of Injustice Justice-Oriented 
Solutions

Hermeneutical 
Injustice

Institutional failures lead to 
cultural taxation (Gewin, 2020)

Serving diversity committees

Mentoring students of color, 
including the students from 
outside the department

Educating others

Subject Headings, Controlled 
Vocabularies, Dated language

Make sure concepts and 
theories around race, gender, 
and oppression are understood 
by all faculty, staff and students 
so we are not exploiting the 
BIPOC community.

Transparency around indexing, 
ontological work,  and 
cataloging
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Type of Injustice Examples of Injustice Justice-Oriented 
Solutions

Participatory 
Injustice

Devaluing community and 
committee service 
(Gewin, 2020; Turner, 2002)

Discrimination in the tenure and 
promotion decision (Wijesingha 
& Ramos, 2017)

Low level of engagement in 
education

Lack of a mentoring opportunity 
from faculty of color to students 
of color (Martinez-Cola, 2020)

Correlation between the 
underrepresentation of student 
of color and faculty of color 
(Jaeger & Franklin, 2007)

Consider how journal impact 
factor might contribute to a 
participatory injustice.

Consider the high cost of 
journal articles making 
knowledge less accessible.

Default to most accessible 
formats, procedures, policies, 
processes

Work toward creating more 
diverse and inclusive 
communities lessening the 
burden of BIPOC community 
members.

https://asistdl-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/doi/10.1002/asi.24479#asi24479-bib-0025
https://asistdl-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/doi/10.1002/asi.24479#asi24479-bib-0070
https://asistdl-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/doi/10.1002/asi.24479#asi24479-bib-0072
https://asistdl-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/doi/10.1002/asi.24479#asi24479-bib-0053
https://asistdl-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/doi/10.1002/asi.24479#asi24479-bib-0039
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Type of Injustice Examples of Injustice Justice-Oriented 
Solutions

Curricular 
Injustice

Loss of a chance to learn from 
diverse knowledge systems

Lack of diversity and cultural 
competence discussion (Cooke 
& Jacobs, 2018)

Lack of inclusion of
Indigenous knowledge 
(Tumuhairwe, 2013)

Electives/Core course selection

Conduct a syllabus audit.

Intentionally practice citational 
justice to include missing 
voices.

Move away from textbooks to 
diversify the voices in our 
classrooms.

Train the next generation of IS 
students to identify and correct 
gaps in their own curricular 
experience.

https://asistdl-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/doi/10.1002/asi.24479#asi24479-bib-0013
https://asistdl-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/doi/10.1002/asi.24479#asi24479-bib-0069
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Curricular 
Justice

Chidiebere Ibe said he 
hopes his creations will 
help change the field of 

medical illustration, 
which is predominately 

white and male.
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Thank you!!!
QUESTIONS?

Beth Patin 
bjpatin@syr.edu
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