
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234 

TO: P-12 Education Committee 

FROM: Elizabeth R. Berlin  

SUBJECT: Revision Recommendation for a Charter School 
Authorized by the New York City Department of Education 

DATE: June 4, 2019 

AUTHORIZATION(S): 

SUMMARY 

Issue for Decision 

 Should the Board of Regents approve the proposed revision to charter for the 
following charter school authorized by the New York City Department of Education 
Chancellor (NYCDOE Chancellor) pursuant to Article 56 of the Education Law (the New 
York State Charter Schools Act):   

1. Ember Charter School for Mindful Education, Innovation and Transformation
(revision to expand to serve 968 students in K through Grade 12)

Reason(s) for Consideration 

Required by State statute. 

Proposed Handling 

This issue will be before the P-12 Education Committee and the Full Board for 
action at the June 2019 Regents meeting.   

Procedural History 

The NYCDOE Chancellor made the charter revision recommendation being 
presented to the Board of Regents for approval and issuance as required by Article 56 of 
the Education Law.    

BR (A) 7



 

2 

 

Background Information 

  
 The charter revision recommendation set forth in this Regents item is from the 
NYCDOE Chancellor as the school’s charter school authorizer under Article 56 of the 
Education Law. 
 
 Pursuant to Education Law §2852, the Board of Regents has the authority to issue 
charters to all charter schools in New York State. The process for NYCDOE Chancellor- 
authorized charter schools is as follows: 
 

• The NYCDOE Chancellor recommends that the Board of Regents issue a charter 
renewal or a revision of an existing charter. 
 

• The recommendation is sent to the New York State Education Department (the 
Department), and the Board of Regents has 90 days to act or the recommendation 
goes into effect by operation of law. 
 

• Once a charter is received by the Department, the Board of Regents has four 
options: 
 

1. Consider the recommendation and vote on it. If the vote is affirmative, the 
action is effective immediately, or as otherwise recommended by the 
NYCDOE Chancellor. 
 

2. If the Board of Regents chooses not to vote in the affirmative, the 
recommendation is sent back to the NYCDOE Chancellor with comments. 
The NYCDOE Chancellor must reconsider its recommendation and can 
choose one of the following:  

 
a) resubmit the proposed charter to the Board of Regents with 

modifications, provided that the applicant consents in writing 
to such modifications; 

b) resubmit the proposed charter to the Board of Regents 
without modifications; or 

c) abandon the proposed charter.  
 

If the recommendation is resubmitted to the Board of Regents, the 
Department and the Board of Regents has 90 days to act again as outlined 
above or the recommendation goes into effect by operation of law.  

 
3. The Board of Regents can defer action to a later date. The 90-day time 

period continues to accrue, and the proposed charter renewal will take 
effect by operation of law if no action is taken by the Board within the 90-
day period. 
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4. The Board of Regents can choose not to take action on a NYCDOE 
Chancellor recommendation and allow the charter renewal to go into effect 
by operation of law 90 days after the initial submission to the Department. 

 
  We hereby request that the Board of Regents consider the concerns identified by 
the NYC DOE Chancellor in Attachments 1 and 2 of this Regents Item when voting on 
the charter revision recommendation for this NYCDOE Chancellor-authorized charter 
school.  
 
Related Regents Items 
 
 
Ember Charter School for Mindful Education, Innovation and Transformation 
 
January 2010 Initial Charter 
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2010Meetings/January2010/0110emsca2.htm 
 
March 2015 First Renewal 
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/meetings/Mar%202015/315p12a6.
pdf 
 
April 2016 Revision (expand to K-6 and increase enrollment)  
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/416p12a6.pdf 
 
March 2017 (Second Renewal, name change, and enrollment expansion) 
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/317p12a8revised.pdf 
 
Recommendations 
 

VOTED: That the Board of Regents return the proposed charter for the Ember 
Charter School for Mindful Education, Innovation and Transformation to the New 
York City Department of Education Chancellor for reconsideration with the following 
comments and recommendations: The proposed grade level and enrollment expansion 
should be reconsidered based on multiple factors including insufficient evidence of 
academic success by the charter school in the context of academic standards; the charter 
school’s failure to serve comparable numbers of students with disabilities and 
economically disadvantaged students when compared to the district of location; 
community opposition to the proposed expansion; and concerns about the charter 
school’s planning process. 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2010Meetings/January2010/0110emsca2.htm
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/meetings/Mar%202015/315p12a6.pdf
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/416p12a6.pdf
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/317p12a8revised.pdf
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Timetable for Implementation 
 
The Regents action for Ember Charter School for Mindful Education, 

Innovation and Transformation will become effective immediately.  
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Ember Charter School for Mindful Education, Innovation and Transformation 
 

Charter School Summary 

Name of Charter School 
Ember Charter School for Mindful Education, 
Innovation and Transformation 

Board Chair James Bartlett 

District of location NYC CSD 16 (Brooklyn) 

Opening Date Fall 2011 

Charter Terms 

• Initial Charter: January 12, 2010 – 
January 11, 2015 

• First Renewal: January 12, 2015 – June 
30, 2017 

• Second Renewal: July 1, 2017 – June 30, 
2022 

Current Term Authorized Grades/ Approved 
Enrollment 

K – Grade 8/ 792 students  

Comprehensive Management Service Provider None 

Facilities 

• 616 Quincy Street, Brooklyn– Public 
Space 

• 833 Marcy Avenue, Brooklyn—Private 
Space 

Mission Statement 

The mission of Ember Charter School is to prepare 
our students to become the future professionals 
(lawyers, doctors, scientists, entrepreneurs, etc.) 
who will lead our global society in the 21st 
Century. We will accomplish this by creating a 
curriculum that reaches students in multiple ways 
and creating a community that encourages and 
breeds academic achievement. Our faculty works 
closely with our students to identify strengths and 
weaknesses both academically and otherwise and 
develop plans to meet their needs. 

Key Design Elements 

• Curriculum 

• Assessments and use of data 

• Enrichment opportunities 

• Special populations 

• Staffing 

• Professional development 

• Supportive environment 

• School culture 

Requested Revisions 

A grade level expansion to serve kindergarten 
through grade 12 from their existing 
kindergarten through grade 8, with an 
enrollment expansion to serve 968 students 
from their current 792 students. 

 
The Board of Regents granted an initial charter to Ember Charter School for Mindful Education, Innovation 
and Transformation (hereinafter “Ember Charter School”) (then Teaching Firms of America Professional 
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Preparatory Charter School) in January 2010. The school opened for instruction in September 2011 initially 
serving 228 students in K through Grade 1. Ember Charter School’s charter was subsequently renewed by 
the Board of Regents in 2015 and 2017 (when the name change was approved by the Board of Regents). 
The Board of Regents approved a revision in April 2016 to expand to Grade 6 and increase enrollment. A 
subsequent expansion to serve grades 7-8 and a corresponding enrollment increase was approved by the 
Board of Regents when the school was renewed in March of 2017.   
 
The New York City Department of Education Chancellor recommends that the Board of Regents approve 
a material revision to the school’s charter to expand to serve Grades 9 through 12 with total authorized 
enrollment of 968.  
 
 

Current Grade Levels and Approved Enrollment  

 
Year 1 

2017 to 2018 
Year 2 

2018 to 2019 
Year 3 

2019 to 2020 
Year 4 

2020 to 2021 
Year 5 

2021 to 2022 

Grade 
Configuration 

K – Grade 7 K – Grade 8 K – Grade 8 K – Grade 8 K – Grade 8 

Total Approved 
Enrollment 

672 768 784 792 792 

 
 

Proposed Grade Levels and Approved Enrollment  

 2019 to 2020 2020 to 2021 2021 to 2022 2022-20231 

Grade 
Configuration 

K – Grade 9 K – Grade 10 K – Grade 11 K – Grade 12 

Total Approved 
Enrollment 

836 880 924 968 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
1 Note: the 2022-2023 school year is not currently during the charter school’s current charter term. Permission to 
serve students in this academic year and in this grade level/enrollment configuration is subject to the renewal of the 
charter school and subsequent permission by the Board of Regents.  
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Table 1: Elementary/Middle School Assessment Proficiency Outcomes for All Students: School, District & 
State Level Aggregates 
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2016-2017 40% 26% +14 38% +2 19% 23% -4 44% -25 

2017-2018 48% 35% +13 45% +3 32% 32% 0 46% -14 

Note: Data in Table 1 represents tested students in grades 3-6 (2016-17) and 3-7 (2017-18) at Ember CS, CSD 16, and at the state 
who scored proficiently (level 3 or above) on each state assessment. This table was created using grade level data to generate the 
comparative values, the percent difference between the school’s performance and the district or state averages. All values were 
calculated to the nearest whole number; therefore, the percent differences may show a rounded value. 

 
 

Table 2: Elementary/Middle School Assessment Proficiency Outcomes for Special Populations 

Subject School Year 

Students with 
Disabilities 

(Variance to the 
district of 
location) 

English Language 
Learners 

(Variance to the 
district of 
location) 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 
(Variance to the 

district of 
location) 

ELA 
2016-2017 

10% (+1) 9% (+5) 38% (+14) 

2017-2018 
15% (+4) 31% (+20) 47% (+13) 

Mathematics 
2016-2017 

12% (+2) 0% (-11) 17% (-4) 

2017-2018 
9% (-4) 23% (+4) 31% (+1) 

Note: Data in Table 1 represents tested students in respective subgroups in grades 3-6 (2016-17) and 3-7 (2017-18) at Ember 
CS, CSD 16, and at the state who scored proficiently (level 3 or above) on each state assessment. This table was created using 
grade level data to generate the comparative values, the percent difference between the school’s performance and the district 
or state averages. All values were calculated to the nearest whole number; therefore, the percent differences may show a 
rounded value. 

 
According to the 2017-2018 school year ESEA accountability designations, Ember Charter School is In Good 
Standing. 
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Table 3: Student Demographics – Ember Charter School Compared to District of Location  
2016-2017  2017-2018 

Student Population 
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Students with Disabilities 17% 28% -11 15% 28% -13 

English Language Learners 8% 6% +2 11% 7% +4 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

90% 85% +5 85% 88% -3 

 
Ember Charter School has submitted a letter to the NYC DOE regarding their intent to implement a lottery 
preference for SWDs and ELL/MLL students in the school’s next enrollment lottery in the spring of 2020. 

 
 

Summary of Public Comment 

The required public hearing was held by the New York City Department of Education on April 4, 2019. 
Fifty-five people attended, and eight spoke. Seven were in favor of the revision and one was opposed.  



 Attachment 1







Attachment 2
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