
  
  
  
  

 

 
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234 

 
 
TO: P-12 Education Committee 
 
FROM: Angélica Infante-Green 
 
SUBJECT: Revision of the English Language Arts and Mathematics 

Standards 
 
DATE: May 1, 2017 
 
AUTHORIZATION(S):  
 

SUMMARY 
 
Issue for Discussion 

 
Will the Board of Regents support the recommendation from the Department for 

the adoption of the revised standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics? 
 

Reason(s) for Consideration 
 
Recognizing the need to continually improve the learning standards that guide 

education in New York State, the Department is conducting a revision process of the 
State’s ELA and mathematics standards. Additionally, to ensure a successful 
implementation of the new standards, the rollout strategy will allow for professional 
development and curriculum development prior to when students take new assessments 
that measure the standards.  

 
Proposed Handling 
 
 This issue will be before the Board of Regents for action at the June 2017 meeting. 
 
Background Information 

 
The New York State Education Department (NYSED) adopted the P-12 Common 

Core Learning Standards in January 2011. As with any set of standards, it is necessary 
for the Department to conduct a standards review periodically to ensure the learning 
standards are rigorous, appropriate, and represent what a student should know and be 
able to do in a specific subject area. Additionally, Section 305 of Education Law, 
subdivisions 53 and 54, authorize and direct the Commissioner of Education to complete 
a comprehensive review of the education standards administered by the Education 



Department and seek input from education stakeholders. By statute, the review of 
standards must begin in the 2015-16 school year.  

 
The Commissioner participated in the Governor’s Task Force to review the State’s 

learning standards, which made a series of 21 recommendations in December 2015. The 
following recommendations have been addressed through this revision process by the 
Department: 

 
Establish New High Quality New York Standards  

• Recommendation 1: Adopt high quality New York education standards with 
input from local districts, educators, and parents through an open and 
transparent process. 

• Recommendation 2: Modify early grade standards so they are age-
appropriate.  

• Recommendation 3: Ensure that standards accommodate flexibility that 
allows educators to meet the needs of unique student populations, including 
Students with Disabilities and English Language Learners. 

• Recommendation 4: Ensure standards do not lead to the narrowing of 
curriculum or diminish the love of reading and joy of learning.  

• Recommendation 5: Establish a transparent and open process by which 
New York standards are periodically reviewed by educators and content 
area experts. 

 
The Department has engaged a wide variety of stakeholders, which includes 

educators, parents, and the community at large, through a survey (AIMHighNY) that 
allowed users to give feedback on each of the standards. The survey, which was available 
from mid-October until November 30, 2015, allowed all New Yorkers to provide feedback 
on both the ELA and mathematics standards. The Commissioner and NYSED staff have 
also been seeking out and listening to many stakeholders regarding State standards. New 
York State’s AIMHighNY survey had thousands of comments and recommendations, with 
the largest percentage of the feedback coming from classroom teachers. More than 
10,500 respondents provided feedback on one or more of the State’s current learning 
standards. In total, survey participants submitted 246,771 pieces of feedback. More than 
70 percent of the feedback was supportive of the standards; approximately 29 percent 
was in disagreement. The thousands of points of feedback included recommendations 
and comments about the standards, including specific changes to the wording and 
suggestions to move standards across grade levels.  

 
Additionally, the New York State English Language Arts and Mathematics Content 

Advisory Panels (CAPs) reviewed the survey data and made initial recommendations for 
possible revisions and guidance. The CAPs, which have been meeting since 2011, 
include classroom teachers, school administrators, curriculum specialists, and members 
of institutions of higher education. The membership of the panels includes representatives 
from the Association of Mathematics Teachers of New York State (AMTNYS), New York 
State Association of Mathematics Supervisors (NYSAMS), New York State English 
Council (NYSEC), New York State Reading Association (NYSRA), and New York State 
United Teachers (NYSUT).  

 
 



 
Standards Review Committees 
 
  The Department created two committees of New York State stakeholders, one for 
English language arts and one for mathematics. Recruitment for the committees was 
done through a statewide selection process hosted on the AIMHighNY website in March 
2016. The Standards Review Committees represented various parts of the State with a 
wide range of expertise including classroom teachers, elementary specialists/coaches, 
English language learner/bilingual teachers, special education teachers, building-level 
leaders, district-level leaders, parents, students, higher education faculty, and business 
and community members. Importantly, the Standards Review Committees will collaborate 
with individuals with child developmental expertise to ensure the new standards are 
appropriate at all levels.  
 

The Standards Review Committees met virtually in spring of 2016 and in person 
in summer of 2016 to develop guidance and provided recommended revisions to the 
English language arts and mathematic standards based on the AIMHighNY survey 
results, recommendations from the Content Advisory Panels, and guidance from other 
stakeholder groups.  

 
Public Comment  
 

The Standards Review Committees created a draft set of standards in English 
language arts and mathematics for all grade levels that was posted on AIMHighNY for 
public comment from September through November 2016.  Importantly, the new 
standards documents highlighted specific areas of revision and incorporated rationales 
for each revision. Through AIMHighNY, the Department will provide materials to BOCES, 
Teacher Centers, and regional leaders to help facilitate local dialogue and gather 
additional feedback around the draft standards.  
 

The Department has sought out input from several researchers to provide 
additional guidance in the revision of the standards. 
 
Final Standards Revisions  
 

The Standards Review Leadership Committees and Content Advisory Panels met 
to review survey data and additional stakeholder and researcher feedback from and made 
necessary revisions to the draft standards. Final draft standards were shared with the 
English Language Arts and Mathematics Content Advisory Panels before going to the 
Board of Regents.  
 
Highlights of the Revisions of the Mathematics Standards 
 
Type of Revision to 
the Math Standards 

Rationale/Example 

Clarification of existing 
standards included 
changing or adding 
language, adding notes 
to more clearly identify 

Survey/review committee input reflected a need for clarifications to 
be made to help improve the focus of instruction; allowing teachers 
and students time to develop conceptual understanding, while 
maintaining grade level appropriateness. 
 



grade-level 
expectations, adding 
diagrams, and 
modifying prior 
examples. 

Example:  
Standard 8. EE.C.8b that deals with solving systems of two linear 
equations in two variables now contains language that states that 
the linear equations in two variables will have integer coefficients.  
The added note further sets the grade level expectation that there 
will be at least one equation containing at least one variable whose 
coefficient is 1.  
 
The review committees felt that this clarification will improve the 
focus of the introduction to the solving of systems in grade 8, 
allowing for the elimination and substitution solution methods to be 
more grade level appropriate, while providing the foundational skills 
needed for upcoming work with systems in Algebra I. 
 

New standards were 
added to improve 
coherence within and 
amongst grade levels. 

Examples:  
Standard 6.G.A.5 Using area and volume models to explain perfect 
squares and perfect cubes was added by the review committees to 
help connect work with other grade-level standards that deal with 
exponents, as well as strengthen the progression of skills with 
exponents, irrational numbers, radicals and Algebra I work with 
completing the square.  
 
Standard 2.G.A.1 Recognize and draw shapes having specified 
attributes, such as a given number of angles or a given number of 
equal faces.  Identify triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, 
hexagons, and cubes. (Sizes are compared directly or visually, not 
compared by measuring.), was replaced with Classify two-
dimensional figures as polygons or non-polygons. 
Angles and angle measurement are introduced in Grade 4. The 
committee’s recommendation to add this standard at Grade 2 now 
allows for an introductory focus to be on the first way to sub-classify 
2-D shapes – polygons or non-polygons, building a more solid 
continuum of classifying shapes in Grades 3 (sides and vertices) 
and 4 (angles, parallel and perpendicular lines). 
 

Standards were moved 
to different grade levels 
to improve focus, 
coherence and grade-
level appropriateness.  
 

Example:  
Based on survey input and review committee recommendation, 
Algebra I standard S.ID.B.6b was moved to a (+) standard, no 
longer being an expectation for Algebra I.  As a (+) standard, the 
study of residuals is open to district’s discretion and can be placed 
where appropriate to support a district’s mathematical program. 
 
In Algebra II, additional Trigonometry standards were added that 
were originally from Geometry (F-TF.A.1b) and the plus standards 
(F-TF.A.4) to improve the trigonometry focus of the course. Since 
radian measure was removed from Geometry, finding either the 
central angle, arc length radius or area of a sector of a circle given 
two others was now determined to be a better fit for Algebra II since 
radian measure is being introduced at this level. The focus of the 
trigonometry studied in Algebra II pertains to defining trigonometric 
functions by way of the unit circle, so the plus standard that deals 
with using the unit circle to explain the symmetry and periodicity of 
trigonometric functions was added for better coherence. Based on 



students past work with transformations, knowledge and 
understanding of phase shift was also added (F-TF.B.5). The focus 
of trigonometry in Geometry, is now solely the trigonometry of the 
right triangle. 
 

Multiple standards 
were consolidated into 
one standard to 
improve focus and 
alleviate redundancy. 
Some standards were 
removed as well to 
alleviate redundancy 
issues.  
 

Example:  
Algebra II standards S-CP.A.2, 3, 5 and 6 have been incorporated 
into standard S-CP.A.4 for clarity purposes and to improve the 
focus of determining independence and conditional probabilities 
using two-way frequency tables.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Added the language 
“explore” to some 
standards to alleviate 
grade-level 
appropriateness 
concerns.  

Certain standards have been re-written and now use the word 
“explore”.  Based on the recommendation coming from the educator 
committees, explore requires the student to learn the concept in the 
standard through a variety of instructional activities.  Repeated 
experiences with this concept, with the immersion in the concrete 
are vital.  Explore indicates that the topic is an important concept 
that builds the foundation for progression toward master in later 
grades.  However, mastery at the current level is not expected.   
 
Example: 
Kindergarten Standard K.MD.B.4 Explore coins (pennies, nickels, 
dimes, and quarters) and begin identifying pennies and dimes, 
provides a foundation and progression for work with coins and 
place value in later grades. 
 
The Algebra II Standard F-BF.B.7 now states Explore the derivation 
of the formulas for finite arithmetic and finite geometric series. Use 
the formulas to solve problems.  Students were originally expected 
to derive the formula for the sum of a geometric series.  Now 
instructionally, students should still be exposed to the derivation 
and its connection to other mathematical concepts studied, but the 
focus is on the application.  

 
Highlights of the Revisions of the English Language Arts Standards 
 

Revisions to the ELA Standards Rationale/Example  

Revised the English Language Arts standards 
across all of the grades to reduce repetition of 
standards and ensure clarity, appropriateness, 
and vertical alignment. 

The educator committees made changes to 
the language of the standards and examples, 
and in some cases merged, omitted, or wrote 
a new grade-level standard.  
 
Example: 
 
Reading Anchor Standard 9 combines 
elements of previous Anchor Standard 11 
and 9 for a new combined standard: 
“Standard 9: Analyze and evaluate texts 



using knowledge of literary forms, elements, 
and devices through a variety of lenses and 
perspectives.”  
 

Added Lifelong Practices of Readers and 
Writers to ensure that students become 
lifelong learners who can communicate 
effectively  

The BOCES Staff and Curriculum 
Development Network created a draft of 
Lifelong Practices of Readers in Writers to 
add to the ELA Standards. The reason to add 
these practices is to parallel other standard 
areas that have practices (Social Studies, 
Science, and Mathematics) and to exemplify 
reading and writing practices/habits that 
should begin in the early years and be 
fostered throughout life.  
 
Example: 
 
One example of a Reading Practice: “Read 
for multiple purposes, including for learning 
and for pleasure.” 
 
Another example from the Writing Practices:  
“Enrich personal language, background 
knowledge, and vocabulary through writing 
and communicating with others.”  

Merged the Reading for Information and 
Reading for Literature Standards to reduce 
repetition and assist with classroom curriculum 
and instruction 

The 2016 educator committee recommended 
merging the grade-level Reading for 
Information and Reading for Literature 
Standards to reduce repetitive standards and 
make it easier for classroom instruction and 
curriculum development. There is still the 
expectation that students read a balance 
of informational and literary texts across 
all of the grades.  
 
Example: 
 
The new 2nd grade Reading Standard 6 has 
been created by merging two separate 
reading standards: “Identify examples of how 
illustrations and details support the point of 
view or purpose of the text. (RI&RL)” 
Previous standards:  
 
2011 Grade 2 Reading Standard 6 
(Literature): “Acknowledge differences in the 
points of view of characters, including by 
speaking in a difference voice for each 
character when reading dialogue aloud.” 
 
  
 



2011 Grade 2 Reading Standard 6 
(Informational): “Identify the main purpose of 
a text, including what the author wants to 
answer, explain, or describe.” 

Reduced the overall number of Anchor 
Standards to respond to educator concern that 
there are too many standards and that some 
previous standards are repetitive.  

 

Anchor Standards definition: Anchor 
Standards represent broad statements about 
the expectations for students as they prepare 
for high school graduation, positioning them 
for potential success in either college or 
careers, or both.  

The previous set of ELA Standards (2011) 
had 34 Anchor Standards; the 2017 revised 
version has 28 Anchor Standards.  
 
Example: 
 
Six Anchor Standards in Reading and Writing 
were omitted, moved to the Lifelong 
Practices, or merged with other standards.  

Revised the grade level text-complexity 
reading expectations to ensure clarity for 
educators and families. 

Grade-level text complexity expectations 
remain in the 2017 set of standards; however, 
the expectations have been relocated to a 
“Range, Quality, and Complexity of Student 
Reading” section for each grade level. This 
will help to clarify text complexity and reading 
expectations at each grade level.  
 
The text complexity language has been 
revised to ensure that the reading 
expectations are grade-level and clear for 
educators.   
 
Example:  
 
The previous 3rd grade Range of Reading 
and Level of Text Complexity Standard 10 
read: “By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the 
grades 2-3 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.”  
 
The new 3rd grade Text Complexity 
expectation: “By the end of the school year, 
read and comprehend literary and 
informational texts that are appropriately 
complex at or above grade level.” 

Created a New York State-specific 
introduction to provide specific guidance and 
background on how to use the standards and 
how to inform local curriculum and instruction 
decisions. 

New York State has a long history of 
educational expectations and guidance, 
going back to the 1800s. This new set of 
English Language Arts Learning Standards 
has a New York State introduction that 
includes key information necessary for 
educators and parents to understand about 
the new revised standards.  



 
Examples: 
 

• How to use the new Lifelong Practices 
for Readers and Writers. 

• How the standards are organized and 
how to use them in the classroom. 

• How the standards apply to students 
with disabilities and English Language 
Learners. 

• How to use the standards to inform 
local school district curriculum and 
instruction decisions.  

Created a separate Grades 6-12 Literacy in 
Social Studies, Science, and Technical 
Subjects Standards document that connects 
with the other content areas. 

The educator committee recommended 
separating the Grades 6-12 Literacy in Social 
Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 
Standards document from the English 
Language Arts Standards to ensure 
educators will see how those standards 
connect directly with the applicable standard 
areas.  
 
This document will have its own introduction 
and link to the related learning standards (for 
example, Social Studies and Science).  

 
 The proposed New York State English Language Arts Learning Standards and 
Mathematics can be found on the AIMHighNY webpage at 
http://www.nysed.gov/aimhighny 
 
Related Regent’s Items 

 
 http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/216p12d4.pdf 

http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/1216p12d1.pdf 
 
 
Timetable for Implementation 

 
Once the Board approves the standards, the State Education Department will work 

with district superintendents, Staff and Curriculum Development Network, Teacher 
Centers and superintendents through the summer to develop and provide guidance on 
professional development for teachers to implement the new standards. Part of this effort 
will include developing clear communications for parents about the standards, with an 
explanation about the connections between standards, curriculum, and assessments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/216p12d4.pdf
http://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/1216p12d1.pdf


Appendix A 
 

2016-2017 Mathematics Standards Review Committees 

Thank you to all the individuals involved in the review and revision of the New York State Mathematics Learning 

Standards. Additional thanks to all the individuals who provided feedback through NYSED’s Mathematics 

Standards surveys (2015 and 2016). 

 

Mathematics Standards Review Leadership and Planning Team 

 

Teri Calabrese-Gray     Terry McSweeney 

Assistant Superintendent     Assistant in Research and Educational Services 

Champlain Valley Educational Services   New York State United Teachers (NYSUT) 

Tricia Husul      Rose Shteynberg 

Coordinator, Staff and Curriculum Development  New York City Citywide Instructional Lead, High 

School 

Erie 1 BOCES      NYC DOE 

 

Mathematics Standards Review and Revision Committee Facilitators 

 

Diane Birchenough     Brian Cohen 

Grade 1 Teacher      K-12 STEM Curriculum Coordinator 

Lowville Academy and Central School District  Skaneateles Central School District  

  

Kathleen Scholand     Steve Sibol 

Math Department Coordinator    HS Math Teacher 

Mattituck-Cutchogue Union Free School District  New York City DOE 

 

Joan Kelley      David Usinski 

HS Math Teacher      Professor of Mathematics 

Honeoye Falls-Lima Central School District   Department Chair of Mathematics/CS 

       Erie Community College City Campus 

Heidi Bromley 

Senior Math Specialist 

Questar III BOCES 

 

 

 

Mathematics Standards Review and Revision Committee 

Kimberly King  Teacher Amherst CSD 

Stacey Caruso-Sharpe Teacher Amsterdam CSD 

Joseph DeBarbieri 
Deputy Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction Baldwinsville CSD 

Kerri Miltenberg Teacher Ballston Spa CSD 

David Hurst Assistant Superintendent Educational Programs and 

Instruction 
Bethlehem CSD 

Danielle Colterman Teacher Brasher Falls CSD 



Valerie Palacio Teacher Bronxville UFSD 

Gene Jordan Teacher/ PK-12 Math Coach Windsor Central School District 

Michelle Riley  Teacher Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake CSD 

Kim NamKoong Parent Capital District 

Stephen Helwig Teacher Cassadaga Valley CSD  

Stacey Lyford 
Teacher 

Charter School for Applied Technologies - 

Buffalo, NY 

Mary Anne Murray  Teacher Clinton CSD 

Tina Peck  Teacher Corinth CSD 

Todd Bieloski  Teacher Corning Painted Post CSD 

Dr. Jeffrey Rabey  Superintendent of Schools Depew Union Free School District 

Lynne VanValkenburg  Teacher Downsville CSD 

Tricia Husal  
Coordinator, Staff and Curriculum Development Erie 1 BOCES 

Amy Chiu Special Education Teacher Fillmore CSD  

Amanda Krakowiak  Teacher Fredonia CSD 

Jude Platukis  Teacher Hammondsport CSD 

Robin Mancuso Special Education Teacher Hampton Bays UFSD  

Amy Covell Teacher Hornell CSD 

Dr. Frank Gardella Associate Professor in Mathematics Hunter College 

Brooke Roland-Ritter  Teacher Jordan Elbridge CSD  

Dr. David Mazza Parent Long Island 

Jennifer Ketcham  Teacher Lindenhurst UFSD 

Kasey Dolson Executive Director/Curriculum Development Liverpool CSD 

Karleigh Murphy 

Rodriguez 
Parent Lower Hudson 

Laura Buschbascher  Teacher Malone CSD 

William Donahue Special Education Teacher Monroe #1 BOCES  

Marc Gittleman  Teacher Monticello CSD 

Bev Meagher  Teacher Newark Valley CSD 

Wendy Goodwin  Teacher Newark Valley CSD  

Jen Golias Mathematics Coordinator/Supervisor Niagara Wheatfield CSD 

Marissa Laks  Teacher NY CDOE 



Rose Shteynberg  NYC Citywide Instructional Lead, High School 

Mathematics  
NYC DOE 

John Allgood  Teacher NYC DOE 

Kishayna Hazlewood  Teacher NYC DOE 

Suraj Gopal Special Education Teacher NYC DOE 

Dr. Steve Watson ELL Bilingual Teacher NYC DOE 

Wendy Morin ELL Bilingual Teacher NYC DOE 

Nancy Northrop Parent NYC DOE 

Bobson Wong  Teacher NYC DOE 

Corrinne Berthiaume ELL Bilingual Teacher NYC DOE 

Christine Renda Special Education Teacher NYC DOE 

Elizabeth Bort  Teacher Onondaga CSD 

Lisa Wilber ELL Bilingual Teacher Owen D. Young CSD 

Barbara Smith  Teacher Pioneer CSD 

Kelli Moore  Teacher Queensbury CSD  

Heidi Bromley  Senior Math Specialist Questar III BOCES 

Jeff Mikols Executive Director of Mathematics Rochester CSD  

Tara Barton  Teacher Sharon Springs CSD 

Tiffanie Herne Parent Southern Tier 

Sharon Domine Parent Southern Tier 

Eleanor Pupko  Teacher Spackenkill UFSD 

Melissa Hugar  Teacher Starpoint CSD 

Dr. Beverly Jones District K-12 Mathematics Coordinator/Supervisor Uniondale UFSD 

Nicole Johnson Mathematics Supervisor/Assistant Principal  Uniondale UFSD 

Larry Ahle Parent Western NY 

Victoria Robertson Parent Western NY 

Katherine Barpoulis Mathematics Coordinator/Supervisor White Plains CSD 

Mayra Avila  Teacher Yonkers Public Schools 

 

  



New York State Mathematics Content Advisory Panel 

 

 

Diane Birchenough      Brian Cohen  

Grade 1 Teacher      K-12 STEM Curriculum Coordinator 

Lowville Academy and Central School District  Skaneateles Central School District  

 

Donna Yerdon      Franco DiPasqua 
Grade 6 Math Teacher     Director of Mathematics, Science and Federal Title 

Grants  

Fort Plain Central School District    West Seneca Central School District 
   

Caryl Lorandini      William McQuay 
MS Mathematics Teacher        Mathematics District Chair 

Carle Place School District    Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake CSD 

 

Christopher McGinley, Ed.D.    Ellen Falk 
K-12 Mathematics Coordinator    MS/HS Mathematics Teacher 

Williamsville Central School District   North Salem Central School District 

  

David Anthony Milazzo     Dan Mattoon 
Assistant Professor of Mathematics    HS Math Teacher 

Niagara County Community College   Niskayuna Central School District 

 

Steve Sibol       Joan Kelley  
HS Math Teacher      HS Math Teacher 

New York City DOE     Honeoye Falls-Lima Central School District 

 

Teri Calabrese-Gray      Kathleen Curtis 

Assistant Superintendent     HS Mathematics Teacher, Standards Leader 

Champlain Valley Educational Services   Pittsford Central School District 

 

David Usinski       David Dickerson 

Professor of Mathematics     Associate Professor of Mathematics 

Department Chair of Mathematics/CS   SUNY Cortland 

Erie Community College City Campus 

    

Eric Robinson      Deborah A. Lawrence 
Professor Emeritus of Mathematics    Dean of Russell Sage College 

Ithaca College      Professor of Mathematics, The Sage Colleges 

 

Gary Michael Guy     George Reuter 
Associate Professor     Lecturer of Mathematics 

Queensborough Community College (CUNY)  SUNY Geneseo 

 

Terry McSweeney      Kathleen Scholand  

Assistant in Research and Educational Services  Math Department Coordinator 

New York State United Teachers (NYSUT)   Mattituck-Cutchogue Union Free School District 

  

  



Staff and Curriculum Development Network/Educator Standards Review Committee 
 

Mindy LiBassi      Allison Peet 

Program Specialist, Math/Science    Mathematics Instructional Specialist 
Division of Instructional Support    Tompkins, Seneca, Tioga BOCES 
Western Suffolk BOCES      

 

Jody Popple      Gene Jordan 

Mathematics Instructional Specialist   Mathematics Teacher 

Madison Oneida BOCES     Windsor Central School District 

 

Paul Volkert      Susan Yagielski 

Professional Development Specialist, Math   Mathematics Teacher 

Broome Tioga BOCES     Guilderland Central School District 

 

Tricia Husul 

Coordinator, Staff and Curriculum Development 

Erie 1 BOCES 

 

Educational Psychologists/Cognitive Research Experts 

 
Robert Siegler, Ph.D.     Francis Fennell, Ph.D.     

Teresa Heinz Professor of Cognitive Psychology  Professor of Education Emeritus 

Carnegie Mellon University Psychology Department  McDaniel College, Maryland 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania      

 

Jon R. Star, Ph.D.     Nonie Lesaux, Ph.D. 

Professor of Education      Professor of Education 

Graduate School of Education, Harvard University  Graduate School of Education, Harvard University  

Cambridge, Massachusetts    Cambridge, Massachusetts 

 

Kyle Snow, Ph.D. 

Early Childhood Research Consultant 

RMC Research 

 

Emily Phillips Galloway, Ed.D. 

Instructor in Education 

Graduate School of Education, Harvard University 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

 

New York State Education Department Staff 

 
Mary Cahill       John Svendsen      

Director       Mathematics Associate 

Office of Curriculum and Instruction   Office of Curriculum and Instruction 

 

Susan Brockley      Patti Rosa-Farleigh 

Mathematics Assistant     Office of Special Education 

Office of Curriculum and Instruction       

 

Sabrina Petruska-Wilmot    Tanya Amodio-Kovacs 

Office of Early Learning     Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages 

    

     

 

 

      



2016-17 English Language Arts Standards Review Committees 

Thank you to all the individuals involved in the review and revision of the New York State English 

Language Arts Learning Standards. Additional thanks to all the individuals who provided feedback 

through NYSED’s English Language Arts Standards survey (2015 and 2016). 

English Language Arts Standards Review Leadership and Planning Team 

AnnMarie Dull 
Senior Instructional Specialist 
NYCDOE 
 
Dawn Shannon 
Assistant Superintendent of Educational Support 
and Technology 
Broome-Tioga BOCES 
 
Elizabeth Sheffer-Winig  
Assistant in Instructional Services  
New York State United Teachers 

Patrick Whipple 
Director of School Improvement  
Genesee Valley Educational Partnership  
 
Erik Sweet 
English Language Arts Associate  
NYS Education Department/Office of Curriculum 
& Instruction  
 

 

English Language Arts Grade-band Review Leaders 

Donna Bates 
Grade 12 English Language Arts  
Glens Falls CSD 
 
Michelle Bulla  
Grade 12 English Language Arts/Department 
Chair 
Woodbury-Monroe School District  
 
Elaine Kanas 
Superintendent   
East Williston CSD 

Karen Kondrick 
Grade 6 English Language Arts 
Ripley CSD 
 
Anicasia Rosario 
Grade 7 English Language Arts 
Dansville 

 

Introduction and Literacy Standards Guidance 

John Harmon 
New York State English Council, Executive Board  
Formerly Humanities Director and English teacher at Skaneateles School district  
 

 

 

English Language Arts Review and Revision Committees 

Angela Alessandro ESOL Teacher Syracuse CSD 

Kathryn Bailey Manager, Professional 
Development and Resource Ctr. 

Broome-Tioga BOCES 



Sanayi Beckles-Canton Parent New York City 

Jacqueline Beckmann Assistant Principal at Lawrence 
Elementary School  

Lawrence Public School District  

Emily Bornt Reading Teacher Mayfield CSD 

Nancy Cande Educational Administrator: 
Science Lead 

NYCDOE 

Shelley Carroll Grade 5 Teacher Massena CSD 

Nikki Chamblee Learning Specialist  NYCDOE 

Kathleen Corbett College Professor SUNY Old Westbury 

Lucia Costello-Sanders Grade 7 English Language Arts Buffalo CSD 

Patrick Crea Grade 10 English Language Arts Baldwin UFSD 

Wendy Davidson Grade 11 English Language Arts Utica Central School District 

Danielle Elliott Parent Webster CSD 

Arthur Everett Social Studies 9-12/Special 
Education 

NYCDOE 

Brenna Farrell-Geise Executive Director of English 
Language Arts  

Rochester CSD 

Marie Garcia Grade 7 English Language Arts Greenburgh CSD 

Zhana Glazenburg Science and Engineering 
Teacher 

Croton-Harmon UFSD 

Julie Hammer Library Media Specialist Otselic Valley CSD 

Emmett Hoops Grade 2 Teacher Moriah CSD 

Phyllis Johnson Grade 1 Teacher Rockville Centre UFSD 

Aimee Joseph Reading Teacher Greater Amsterdam School 
District 

Michelle Kaczmarek Literacy Coordinator Dobbs Ferry CSD 

Tracie Fishman ESOL Teacher Greece CSD 

Jill Francis Prekindergarten Teacher Rochester CSD 

Michelle Kaiserman Parent Garden City UFSD 

Desiree Karroll Grade 5 Teacher West Hempstead CSD 

Katie Kurjakovic ESOL Teacher NYCDOE 

Thea MacFawn Grade 11 English Language Arts North Colonie School District 

Jenna Marcellus Reading Teacher Livonia CSD 

Melissa McMullan Grade 6 Teacher Comsewogue School District 

Sonya Mello Grade 10 English Language Arts Schenectady CSD 

Wendy Mistretta Parent Buffalo CSD 

Michelle Osterhoudt Grade 8 English Language Arts Oneonta CSD 

Meera Rajani Grade 3 Teacher City School District of New 
Rochelle 

Peter Rawitsch Grade 1 Teacher Bethlehem Central School 
District 

Thomas Reigstad College Professor (English) SUNY College at Buffalo 

Pamela Reese-Finch Parent Brittonkill CSD 

Greta Ringel Prekindergarten Teacher Ossining CSD 

Rhonda Rodriguez Grade 12 English Language Arts Gouverneur CSD 

Gabrielle Rutherford Special Education Teacher Maine Endwell CSD 

Carolyn Saffady Grade 2 Teacher NYCDOE 

Heatherlyn Schoeppich Grade 9 English Language Arts Williamsville CSD 

Betsy Serapilio-Frank ELA Curriculum Specialist Wayne Finger Lakes BOCES 



Donald Stevens School Administrator Watervliet City Schools 

Tara Thibault-Edmonds Library Media Specialist Rondout Valley CSD 

Simone Thornton Kindergarten Teacher LaFayette CSD/Onondaga 
Nation School 

Daniel Tusa Grade 8 English Language Arts Malone CSD 

Colleen Warner Grade 4 Teacher Fulton City School District 

Irma Grant Williams Kindergarten Teacher NYCDOE 

Valarie Williams Reading Teacher Greenburgh CSD 

Yu Ye ESOL Teacher NYCDOE 

 

Critical Review and Research 
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