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THE ARTS 
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?  ?  

The NCAS is composed of standards in each of the five arts 

disciplines in each grade level between PK – grade 8, and 

have arts standards at the Proficient, Accomplished, and 
Advanced levels in high school.  



The new standards incorporate 

Media Arts in all the art forms 
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Prior Process and Field 

Engagement Strategy 

• 2012-13 school year: 
– NYS teachers participated in 3 reviews of draft NCAS (PK-8, HS, and 

final PK-12). 

• June 2014: 
– After final release of final version of NCAS, preliminary survey released. 

– The majority of responder’s comments expressed support for new 
standards, with recommendations to adopt or adapt to make appropriate 
for NYS. 

• March 2015: 
– NYSED staff begins to draft a strategic plan. Subsequently, the plan is 

amended to incorporate the Arts Blue Ribbon Commission 
recommendations. 

• March 2016: 
– NYSED collects nominations for arts committee; members will assist in 

making final revisions that will result in a proposed set of standards for 
consideration by the Board. 
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Next Steps for the Arts 

Timeframe Task 

March 2016 NYS Strategic Plan for the Arts Survey opens; Call for nominations of 
standards writers from NYS arts educators; Standards Writing Teams 
Selected and BFM’s submitted 

April 2016 Review & analysis of survey responses; Revision of Strategic Plan by the 
NYS Arts Coalition representatives 

May 2016 Present updated Statewide Strategic Plan for the Arts for adoption by 
Board of Regents; Draft a discipline specific plan for updating the PK-12 
NYS Learning Standards in Dance, Media Arts, Music, Theatre and Visual 
Arts 

July & August 
2016 

Discipline specific Standards Writing Teams revise NYS Learning 
Standards for the Arts 

Fall 2016 Survey arts stakeholders on draft Revised NYS Arts Standards 

Winter 2017 Finalize revised arts standards and rollout strategy; Develop articulated 
P-12 guidance to support curriculum development, assessment 
development and implementation 
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THE SCIENCES 
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Draft New York State P-12 Science 

Learning Standards 

• Draft NYS P-12 Science Learning 

Standards were posted for public preview 

on November 19, 2015.  

• Survey to collect feedback related to the 

draft NYS P-12 Science Learning 

Standards opened on December 8, 2015 

and closed on February 8, 2016.  
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Draft New York State P-12 Science 

Learning Standards 

• 2,666 stakeholders started the survey. 

• 1,849 valid respondents provided a rating 

for at least one of the standards evaluation 

criteria.  

• 1,352 respondents submitted responses to 

the final two questions indicating they 

completed the survey. 
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Draft New York State P-12 Science 

Learning Standards 

•  Quantitative survey results from valid respondents show: 
– 15 of the 21 (71%) criteria were rated by more than two-thirds of the valid 

respondents as “adequately meet this criterion” or “meet this criterion to a 
great extent.”  

– Collectively, three out of the four key categories – Organization of the 
Standards (71%), Coherence (72%), and Content and Rigor (71%) – on 
average, were rated by approximately three-fourths of the valid respondents 
as “adequately meet this criterion” or “meet this criterion to a great extent.”  

• Qualitative feedback from valid respondents shows:  
– General support for considering the adoption of the draft NYS P-12 Science 

Learning Standards with pertinent guidance and relevant clarifications. 

– A need for clarity pertaining to teacher certification, instructional program 
implementation, P-12 assessment system development, and associated 
fiscal resources for science.  

– A call to articulate a timeline to address the critical components of the 
Statewide Strategic Plan for Science.    
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
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Social Studies Frameworks and 

New Regents Exams 

• Content Advisory Panel established in 2011; has been 
integral to all development work 

• Social Studies Frameworks approved in April 2014 

• Field memo advising timeline for implementation of 
frameworks beginning in 2015-16 for K-8 and 
staggered starting in 2016-17 for high school 

• Resource Toolkit released in Fall 2015 

• Revised Global History and Geography II Regents 
Exam test framework survey took place in Fall 2015 

• First administration of Global History and Geography II 
Regents Exam scheduled for June 2018 
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Implem 



Social Studies K-12 

Local Control  
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NYS K-12 Social Studies  

Resource Toolkit 

• Collaborative project with 
Binghamton University. 

• These optional inquiries are 
made by teachers, for 
teachers. 

• An Inquiry is… 

–  larger than a lesson 

–  smaller than unit  

–  open-source  

–  in Word version 
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Social Studies Process:   

Interdependence 
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SED  

Leadership 

Office of State 
Assessment 

(OSA) 

Office of 
Curriculum and 

Instruction  

Content 
Advisory Panel 

CAP 
Assessment 

Subcommittee 

CAP 
Curriculum 

Subcommittee 

Field Framework Surveys 
October 2012:  1st Draft K-8 
November 2012: Global Split 
March 2013: 1st Draft 9-12 
January 2014:   K-12 Revised 



Global Regents Survey 

October 30 through December 1 

INPUT FROM THE FIELD 

• Purpose:  gather feedback from 
educators across the state to 
inform development. 
 

• 2,198 responses received. 
 

• All comments reviewed by 
NYSED and CAP. 
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DRAFT Global Regents Exam 

Current Global Design 

• 50 Multiple Choice 

Questions. 

 

• 1 Thematic Essay. 

 

• 1 Document-Based 

Essay. 

 

DRAFT Revised Design 

• 25-30 Stimulus Based 

Multiple Choice 

Questions. 

 

• 3 Sets of Short Answer 

Questions. 

 

• 1 Extended Essay. 



Next Steps for Social Studies 

Timeframe Task 

April 2016 Prototype test questions released to educators across the state; 
public comment period begins. 

2016-17 
School Year 

Extensive detailed information about the new Global History 
Regents Exam II released to the State throughout the year. 

Spring 2017 New Global History Regents Exam II questions field tested 
across the State. 

June 2018 Rollout of new Global History Regents Exam II. 
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THANK YOU 
Questions or comments?  
  Please email emscurric@nysed.gov   

mailto:emscurric@mail.nysed.gov

