
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234 

TO: The Honorable the Members of the Board of Regents 

FROM: John L. D’Agati 

SUBJECT: Application for Surrender of Degree-Conferring Authority: 
Briarcliffe College 

DATE: January 3, 2019 

AUTHORIZATION(S): 

SUMMARY 

Issue for Decision (Consent Agenda) 

Should the Regents accept Briarcliffe College’s application to surrender its degree-
conferring authority pursuant to §3.58(g)(1) of the Rules of the Board of Regents?   

Reason(s) for Consideration 

Required by Regents Rules. 

Proposed Handling 

The question will come before the full board at its January 2019 meeting, where it 
will be voted on and action taken.   

Procedural History 

On November 30, 2018, Briarcliffe College submitted an application to the 
Department to surrender its degree-conferring authority.  

Background Information 

Section 3.58(g)(1) of the Rules of the Board of Regents describes the process for 
a proprietary college to apply to surrender its degree-conferring authority and requires 
that the Board of Regents make a determination whether or not to accept that request 
(§3.58(g)(2)).   
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In 2015, Briarcliffe College, a proprietary college in New York State, informed the 
Department that, as of December 7, 2015, it would cease enrollment of new students, 
teach-out its remaining students, and, as of December 2018, it would cease operation of 
all of its registered programs, and close. The College had two campuses, one in 
Bethpage, NY, and one in Bohemia, NY (formerly in Patchogue, NY) as well as on-line 
students. The College taught-out all the students at the Bethpage location by the end of 
April 2018 and closed that campus. In the fall 2018 semester, there were 10 remaining 
students enrolled either at the Bohemia campus or on-line, all of whom were expected to 
complete their registered programs and receive their degrees by December 18, 2018.    

On November 30, 2018, the Briarcliffe College Board of Trustees submitted an 
application to surrender, in whole, its degree-conferring authority, pursuant to §3.58(g)(1) 
of the Rules of the Board of Regents, effective December 31, 2018. That application 
included assurances concerning the institutional responsibilities required by §3.58(h) as 
well as a copy of information that has been provided to Briarcliffe College students 
concerning student support services, access to transcripts and other student records and 
career services that are available through the College’s parent corporation, Career 
Education Corporation. A copy of the application and student information submitted to the 
Department is attached to this item.   

On December 19, 2018, the Department received confirmation that the ten 
students enrolled at Briarcliffe College in the fall 2018 semester completed their 
registered programs and received their earned degrees from the College on December 
18, 2018. There are no students remaining at Briarcliffe College for whom alternative 
avenues to complete their studies are necessary. On December 31, 2018, the College 
ceased operation of all of its registered programs as well as all operational and 
administrative activities; the College closed as of December 31, 2018.   

Based upon the completion of the teach-out undertaken by Briarcliffe College, and 
the closure of the College as of December 31, 2018, the Department recommends that 
the Board of Regents accept the request from Briarcliffe College to surrender its degree-
conferring authority.   

Related Regents Items 

N/A 

Recommendation 

VOTED, that, pursuant to §3.58(g)(2) of the Rules of the Board of Regents, the 
Board of Regents accepts the request from Briarcliffe College to surrender in whole its 
degree-conferring authority.     

Timetable for Implementation 

If the Board of Regents accepts the request from Briarcliffe College to surrender 
its degree-conferring authority, it will become effective on January 15, 2019.   
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