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SUMMARY

Issue for Decision
Should the Board of Regents accept the invitation for New York to be a Collaborating State in the National Center and State Collaborative Consortium on Alternate Assessments on Alternate Achievement Standards (AA-AAS) for the General Supervision Enhancement Grant (GSEG) Program issued by the Office of Special Education Programs at USED?
Proposed Handling

This question will come before the P-12 Education Committee for action at its July 2010 meeting.
Background Information

The Race to the Top general assessment grant was intended to provide a means for states to work together on developing and implementing an innovative comprehensive assessment system around shared content and performance standards. The National Center and State Collaborative Consortium proposes to build the Alternate Assessment on Alternate Achievement Standards (AA-AAS) system for severely disabled students to complement and complete the work done in the Race to the Top general assessment consortia.  
The Consortium will produce an operational summative assessment, supportive interim and formative assessment tools, and management systems to ease the burdens of administration and documentation.  The assessments will build on the recent research and development work of National Alternate Assessment Center (NAAC) and others to provide an AA-AAS that is built on powerful validation arguments linked to clear and defensible assessment results and beneficial learning outcomes. The new AA-AAS system will be designed for measurement of growth and will be aligned with Race to the Top and ESEA reauthorization.  

The Consortium will also draw on the research and development work done by NAAC partners and others to produce instructional materials and professional development support. These will help educators accurately identify and diagnose the learner characteristics of students with significant cognitive disabilities and provide appropriate instruction that addresses the standards of the general curriculum as well as responds to the unique situations of these students and their teachers.  The Consortium proposes a comprehensive system that will coherently: address curriculum, instruction, and assessment needs in states; develop comprehensive approaches to professional development and coaching models; incorporate empirically-based instruction and curriculum models; and produce technically defensible formative, interim, and summative assessments.   The Consortium will actively attend to reducing the costs of development, administration, and documentation that have challenged most state AA-AAS systems.

Organizational partners include the National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO), the National Alternate Assessment Center (NAAC), the University of Kentucky (UKY), and the University of North Carolina, Charlotte (UNCC), and the National Center for the Improvement of Educational Assessments (NCIEA). The states currently involved with the consortium include: Arkansas, Arizona, Connecticut, Washington D.C., Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Nevada, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, and Wyoming.
We propose to join the consortium as a Collaborating State. To that end, New York will: 1) participate on the Project Management Steering Committee; 2) participate in one or more topical area work groups; 3) agree to identify and support involvement of state stakeholders in development processes; 4) agree to pilot and field test all components of the system; and 5) agree to participate in validity and evaluative research. 

Recommendation

It is recommended that the Board of Regents accept the invitation for New York to be a Collaborating State in the Consortium on Alternate Assessments on Alternate Achievement Standards.
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