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SUMMARY

Issue for Decision

Should the Regents approve the proposed revision to the initial charter for Leadership Preparatory East New York Charter School? 

Background Information


We received a request from the Trustees of the State University of New York to approve a proposed revision to the initial charter of the Leadership Preparatory East New York Charter School (“the School”).  The School seeks to change the date from December 1 to December 31 as the date by which students must attain age 5 for enrollment, and to amend its enrollment variance to plus or minus 20% of the approved enrollment.  
The initial charter came into effect by Operation of Law on October 28, 2008.  The School took a planning year in 2008-2009, served Kindergarten and Grade 1 students in 2009-2010.  The School will grow to serve 272 students in grades K-4 by the fifth year of the initial charter. The School’s mission is “to ensure academic success for children in grades K through 8; to prepare students to excel in demanding high schools and colleges and to contribute to their communities as leaders.  Through educational success, the students earn opportunities in life for themselves and their communities.”  It is the intent of the School to model itself on the experience of other urban charter schools in Brooklyn, Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant and Leadership Preparatory Charter School.  Uncommon Schools, Inc. is its management partner.

Recommendation
VOTED: That the Board of Regents approves the proposed revision to the initial charter of the Leadership Preparatory East New York Charter School as proposed by the Trustees of the State University of New York, and the provisional charter is amended accordingly.

Reasons for Recommendation

The proposed revision to the School’s initial charter, along with the other terms of the initial charter: (1) meets the requirements set out in Article 56 of the Education Law, and all other applicable laws, rules and regulations; (2) will permit the charter school to operate in an educationally and fiscally sound manner; and (3) is likely to improve student learning and achievement and materially further the purposes set out in subdivision two of section twenty-eight hundred fifty of Article 56 of the Education Law.    
Timetable for Implementation

The Regents action for the Leadership Preparatory East New York Charter School is effective immediately.
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