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SUMMARY

Issue for Decision (Consent Agenda)
Should the Regents authorize the amendment of the master plan of the State University of New York in order for the State University of New York College of Agriculture and Technology at Morrisville to offer a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree in Science, Technology and Society? 

Reason for Consideration


Required by State regulation.
Proposed Handling


This question will come before the Higher Education and Professional Practice Committee at its June 2007 meeting where it will be voted on and action taken.  It will then come before the full Board at its June 2007 meeting for final action.
Procedural History


The State University of New York has requested amendment of its master plan to authorize the State University of New York College of Agriculture and Technology at Morrisville to offer a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree in Science, Technology and Society.  This action is required because this would be the College’s first baccalaureate degree program in the discipline of social science.  
Background Information

The State University Board of Trustees, at its January 11, 2007 meeting, adopted a resolution to amend the State University Master Plan to authorize the State University of New York College of Agriculture and Technology at Morrisville to offer instruction leading to the Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree in Science, Technology and Society in the disciplinary area of Social Science.  Master plan amendment is necessary as the proposed program will be the College’s first degree program in the MPA discipline of social science at the baccalaureate level. 

Effect on Other Institutions


A canvass was conducted of institutions of higher education in the Central region.  One response was received and it supported the program.

Recommendation


The Department has determined that the proposed program, if approved, would meet the standards for registration set forth in the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education.

  It is recommended that the Board of Regents approve the amendment to the master plan of the State University of New York authorizing the State University of New York College of Agriculture and Technology at Morrisville to offer the Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree in Science, Technology and Society.  This amendment will be effective until June 30, 2008, unless the program is registered by the Department prior to that date, in which case master plan amendment shall be without term.

Timetable for Implementation

If the Board of Regents approves the master plan amendment, the Department will send it to the Governor for approval.  Upon gubernatorial approval, the Department will register the programs.
Information in Support of Recommendation

The proposed program leading to the Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree in Science, Technology and Society is an interdisciplinary program that combines substantial technical training in a chosen concentration area, Information Technology and Renewable Resources Technology, with a solid grounding in the humanistic and social science contexts for those technical areas. The degree requires a total of 124 credit hours. The program builds upon the hands-on technical and scientific education offered in one of two well-established associate degree programs at Morrisville, Computer Systems Technology and Environmental and Natural Resources Conservation. Graduates of the proposed program will be prepared to either transfer to graduate programs or to enter the workforce in a field related to the concentration.  

Students requesting admission to the program will need a high school diploma with a minimum high school average of 80, as well as Regents Math B completion or the equivalent. Students will need minimum SAT scores of 500 verbal and 500 mathematics, and a personal essay indicating interest and goals in the degree program. Transfer students must have a 2.5 GPA or higher. It is anticipated that 10 students will enroll the first year with a total enrollment of 25 students by the fifth year.

SUNY Morrisville has allocated appropriate resources for the implementation and continuation of the program. The College proposes using its existing classrooms, laboratories and computer laboratories for the program.  It will provide $2,500 for equipment and $4,450 for library resources when the program begins. Approximately $1,200 of the library expenditures will be for journal subscriptions.  Students will have access to the College’s library facilities and other SUNY libraries through the Open Access program.

Two full-time faculty members, each holding a Ph.D., will be dedicated to lead the program.  The College has committed to hiring an additional full-time faculty member holding a Ph.D. to teach in the program.  It has listed several other faculty that will also teach courses in the program, all of whom hold graduate degrees.

The College cites the need for professionals in the areas of science and technology.  The Department of Labor’s Occupational Outlook 2002-2012 shows the need for Computer and Information Systems Managers will increase by 25 percent overall and by 13.7 percent during this ten-year period in the Southern Tier area of the State, in which Morrisville resides.  While the Department of Labor data reports that there is expected to be little growth in the environmental science area, it does show modest growth, 10 percent, in the area for Life, Physical, and Social Science Technicians in the Southern Tier. 
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