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Establishing the State Archives

* Chapter 869 of the Laws of 1971, signed
on June 25, 1971 by Governor Rockefeller
establishes the State Archives.

* The State Archives preserves and provides
access to the records of New York colonial
and state government that “warrant
permanent preservation by the state.”

* First state archivist was hired in 1974.

* Initial transfer of records was in 1978 with
4,000 boxes of records.
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Records Preservation and Access

* By 1981 the CO”eCtlon had grown to over 261000 ¢ é”“au. (’ (qz ureu/n/ao/&(l wd corclecded /k'f

I Yy (lL ) Wit 1/ 20/ o dardd aie 1{1( fau u;ﬂc/
boxes. Today the archives preserves over 175,000 Golfle g’y ol i it s o5 i

tam,{ud a//r( iiiillion d/wmz (/ dore. Wochardisee c//f& e taat |

boxes Of records and. Vi (’u al b(]/////t/é(u(cu/ ///zr Halt ﬁ’c/m, ;/(,,{c a(.%a
® In 1979 Archivists answered 1,200 reference {; iy ool covruarnld and aoved atfelod V) bht helead)

. maé m/a/z v

uestions. In the last 12 months our Ancestry.com fow cavesian s anel e & greh clrayy e teavale

q : . y (ﬂldw:/ o nfr/ at//aué(u MWW& wanuntr &’
collection has provided access to over 12 million Jaok o /,MMM (7/& La,m/w,a,/ /W//fww,l 1o canal
records. /:m oo diesisar H dorbellecll. L “ffs /a//m,@/,.«;mw i

2y ot Word orethk and reond fone oad ot canal Jlewe

o : .
The collection reflects over 7,000 unique sets of , /M?WW/MJ i ok s Ul ookl el
records, all are described in our online systems, ol wcel ey e Gy i fad s H mm/.,m

i I Y774 & d/mth / / LN O ! ¢ nAJm
available through our website. and Wﬂ {"‘74 b G Fe gl

] &/M(’( d/%/(,’éz/d/(ﬂu{ﬂ //a/a/ /ﬁ,/ {/atpanf (/de/%m

® In 2020 Archives responded to 7,507 reference sl il p ikl et Gl R e
Inquiries sent via e-mail.

® Since 1988 the Documentary Heritage Program has
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Records Management for Local Government

® In 1976 responsibility for oversight of local
government records was transferred to State
Archives.

® Anew local government records law was adopted in
1989 to provide grants and increased services to
local governments.

® Monthly webinars provide training on records
management issues.

® New statewide general schedule for retention of
local government records was issued in 2020.

® $260 million in grants since 1989 to improve local
governments have led to dramatic improvements in
records management, preservation and access

statewide. /\
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Records Management for State Agencies

® In 1987 State Archives assumed responsibility for
records management services for state government
agencies.

® State Records Center holds nearly 300,000 boxes
of temporary records for state agencies.

® State agencies rely on Archives to provide the
authority for legal disposition of records and ensure
that records of permanent value are retained.

® Robust program of training and hands-on
assistance to agencies gives agencies the tools
they need to manage records, especially electronic
records.
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Managing Non-paper Records

® 1986 “Special Media Records Project” identified a
major challenge in managing non-paper, mostly
electronic records.

® State Archives issued its first guidance on electronic
mail in 1995.

® State Archives preserves over 30,000 audio visual
items.

® Records in electronic form, dating to 1957, are
preserved in a standards-based digital repository
that ensures the protection, preservation and
accessibility of electronic records.
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Going Forward for the Next 50 years

® Assist agencies and local governments in managing
electronic records.

Continue to strengthen digitization to expand access
to all New Yorkers.

Update and expand descriptions of records to make
it easier for researchers to locate and request
materials from the collection.

Work with repositories statewide to support

iInclusion of all voices in the documentary record.
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