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PARCC Assessment Design
English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics, Grades 3-11

End-of-Year 
Assessment

• Innovative, 
computer-based 
items

Performance-Based
Assessment (PBA)
• Extended tasks
• Applications of 

concepts and skills

Summative,
Required assessment

Interim, optional 
assessment

Diagnostic Assessment
• Early indicator of 
student knowledge 
and skills to inform 
instruction, 
supports, and PD

ELA - Speaking And Listening
Assessment

• Locally scored
• Non-summative, required

Optional Assessments/Flexible Administration

Mid-Year Assessment
• Performance-based
• Emphasis on hard-to-

measure standards
• Potentially  

summative
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RFPs in progress:

• Test Development

• Field Test

• Educator Engagement

RFPs awarded:

• Technology Architecture

• State CBT Readiness Tool

Current Work

New York is represented on:
•K-12 Leadership Team

•Higher Ed Leadership Team

•Math & ELA Content Working Groups 
(K-12 and H.Ed.)

•Technology Working Group

•Research Working Group

•Design Working Group

•Various RFP Evaluation and 
Negotiation Committees

•Governing Board

•Steering Committee
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PARCC Timeline

SY 2011-12

Development 
begins

SY 2012-13

Field testing

SY 2013-14

Field testing

SY 2014-15

First year 
administration

SY 2010-11

Launch and 
design phase

Spring 2015

Set 
achievement 

levels

NY 
3-8

field 
testing

NY 
3-8

First year 
admin

Regents 
Field 

Testing

NY 
First year 

admin: 
Regents

New York Transition to the Common Core
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Rigorous
Standards

and
Assessments
Pre-K to 12

NY
Graduates
are College
and Career

Ready

NY
Students Pass
Credit-bearing 
Courses in 1st 

Semester

Theory of Action for College and Career Ready 
New York State High School Graduates 
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Assessment
Design

Ongoing &
Comprehensive

Validation

“On-track”
Cut Scores

Rigorous
Standards
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Assessments: 
Criteria for College and Career Readiness
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New York Content Advisory Panels

ELA Math
Science & 

Technology
Social 

Studies

Membership on each panel includes:
Specialists in early childhood, ELLs and SWDs

Educators in elementary, middle and high school

SUNY, CUNY and CICU Faculty from Arts & Science 
and Schools of Ed
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