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SUMMARY

Issue for Decision

Should the Regents approve the proposed revision to the first renewal charter for Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant? 

Background Information


We received a request from the Trustees of the State University of New York to approve a proposed revision to the first renewal charter of the Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant (“the School”).  The School seeks to amend its admission policies to define “at-risk” students as those students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch; to change the date from December 1st to December 31st as the date by which students must attain age 5 for enrollment purposes; and, to amend its enrollment variance to plus or minus 20 percent.  
The initial charter was issued by the Board of Regents on June 17, 2003, with an effective date of June 17, 2004.  The initial application was returned for consideration because the School enrolled only boys and no significantly equivalent educational opportunity existed for girls at the time of the Regents vote.  In December 2006, the Board of Regents approved a revision to the ECSBS charter allowing the School to contract with Uncommon Schools, Inc.  On February 19, 2010, the School entered its first five-year renewal period by operation of law.
Recommendation
VOTED: That the Board of Regents approves the revision to the first renewal charter of the Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant as proposed by the Trustees of the State University of New York, and the provisional charter is amended accordingly.

Reasons for Recommendation

The proposed revision to the School’s first renewal charter, along with the other terms of the first renewal charter: (1) meets the requirements set out in Article 56 of the Education Law, and all other applicable laws, rules and regulations; (2) will permit the charter school to operate in an educationally and fiscally sound manner; and (3) is likely to improve student learning and achievement and materially further the purposes set out in subdivision two of section twenty-eight hundred fifty of Article 56 of the Education Law.    
Timetable for Implementation

The Regents action for the Excellence Charter School of Bedford Stuyvesant is effective immediately.
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