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SUMMARY

Issue for Decision

Should the Regents approve the staff’s recommendation concerning the proposed first revision to the fourth renewal charter for Harriet Tubman Charter School (New York City)?
Background Information
We received a request from the Harriet Tubman Charter School (HTCS or “the School”) to revise its fourth renewal charter.  The School is located in Community School District 9 in the Bronx and is authorized by the Board of Regents.  The initial charter was approved in December 1999 to serve grades Kindergarten through six.  In December 2004, the School was approved for a first renewal of two years, to serve grades Kindergarten through eight.  The School was approved for a second renewal from January through June 2007; a third renewal through June 2009, and is currently in its fourth renewal through June 30, 2011, all serving grades Kindergarten through eight.

The School seeks a revision to its fourth renewal charter to increase its enrollment from 444 to 469 students during the last year of its renewal period (2010-2011) by adding one Kindergarten class.  Presently, HTCS is permitted to enroll one Kindergarten class during the 2010-2011 school year.  Adding a Kindergarten class will allow the Kindergarten students to have grade-level peers and partnerships, as well as academic and social competitions, throughout their tenure at HTCS.  (See Attachment 1)  
The School leases its primary space from a private proprietor in Bronx, NY.  The School also leases additional classroom space from the Claremont Community Center, across the street from the primary school building.  The additional kindergarten students will be located in the main building during the 2010-2011 school year.
HTCS student achievement data shows that the School outperformed the district of location, Community School District (CSD) 9, on State assessments in English language arts (ELA) and math.  In 2008-2009, 48% of students achieved proficiency on State ELA exams compared to 39% of CSD 9 students.  Sixty-three percent of HTCS students achieved proficiency on the math exams compared to 61% of students residing in CSD 9.
The School is in good fiscal condition with positive cash balances at the end of each school year.  The School had a cash balance of $1,895,167 at the end of 2008-2009 fiscal year.  The annual reports and fiscal audits show no material weaknesses.  

HTCS presently has fifteen board of trustee members.  The board of trustees is providing appropriate oversight, fiscal controls are in place, and revenues are sufficient to cover the School’s short- and long-term expenses.
Recommendation

VOTED: That the Board of Regents approves the revision to the fourth renewal charter of the Harriet Tubman Charter School, and the provisional charter is amended accordingly.  
Reasons for Recommendation


The proposed revisions to the School’s charter, along with the other terms of the charter: (1) meet the requirements set out in Article 56 of the Education Law, and all other applicable laws, rules and regulations; (2) will permit the charter school to operate in an educationally and fiscally sound manner; and; (3) are likely to improve student learning and achievement and materially further the purposes set out in subdivision two of section twenty-eight hundred fifty of Article 56 of the Education Law. 
Timetable for Implementation
The Regents action for the Harriet Tubman Charter School will be effective immediately.   

Attachment 1
Harriet Tubman Charter School
	Grade
	Current 2010-2011 Enrollment
	Projected 2010-2011 Enrollment (with revision approved)

	Kindergarten
	26
	50

	First
	48
	49

	Second
	48
	48

	Third
	72
	75

	Fourth
	48
	48

	Fifth
	50
	50

	Sixth
	50
	49

	Seventh
	50
	50

	Eighth
	52
	50

	Total
	444
	469
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