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SUMMARY

Issue for Decision

Should the Regents approve the revision to the initial charter for the Girls Preparatory Charter School of East Harlem and approve the revision to the first renewal charter for the Girls Preparatory Charter School of New York (New York City)?
Background Information
We received a request from the State University of New York (“SUNY”) to revise the charters for Girls Preparatory Charter School of East Harlem (GPCSEH) and Girls Preparatory Charter School of New York (GPCSNY) to contract with a management partner, Public Preparatory Network, Inc. (“Public Prep”).  The initial charter of GPCSEH was issued in January 2009 to serve grades Kindergarten through 5 at full growth.  The initial charter of GPCSNY was granted in March 2004 to serve grades Kindergarten through 5 at full growth.  GPCSNY is currently in its first renewal period through July 2010. 

The request for this revision, retroactive to November 12, 2009, would allow both charter schools to maintain a strict focus on their academic programs.  Anticipated services include education and instruction-related services, student recruitment and admissions, curriculum, student assessment, accountability plan, professional development, special education, school policies and procedures, management and operation services, business administration, personnel and payroll, contracting of services, operations and human resources, equipment and information technology, public relations, and legal services.  As the proposed partner is newly formed, a student performance history associated with its operation is not available.  
Recommendation 

VOTED:  That the Board of Regents approves the revision to the initial charter of the Girls Preparatory Charter School of East Harlem as proposed by the Trustees of the State University of New York, and the provisional charter is amended accordingly.
VOTED:  That the Board of Regents approves the revision to the first renewal charter of the Girls Preparatory Charter School of New York as proposed by the Trustees of the State University of New York, and the provisional charter is amended accordingly.

Reasons for Recommendation


The proposed revision to the aforementioned schools’ charters, along with the other terms of the initial charters: (1) meets the requirements set out in Article 56 of the Education Law, and all other applicable laws, rules and regulations; (2) will permit the charter schools to operate in an educationally and fiscally sound manner; and (3) is likely to improve student learning and achievement and materially further the purposes set out in subdivision two of section twenty-eight hundred fifty of Article 56 of the Education Law.    

Timetable for Implementation 

The Regents action for Girls Preparatory Charter School of East Harlem and Girls Preparatory Charter School of New York is effective immediately. 
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