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	THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234


To:
The Honorable the Members of the Board of Regents 

From:
Joseph P. Frey

Subject:
Master Plan Amendment: Nyack College, to authorize the College’s first program at the doctoral level 

Date:
July 6, 2010
Authorizations:


SUMMARY

Issue for Decision (Consent Agenda)
Should the Board of Regents approve an amendment to the master plan of Nyack College to authorize the College to offer its first program at the doctoral level?

Reason for Consideration

Required by State regulation.

Proposed Handling

The question will come before the full Board for consideration at its July 2010 meeting, where it will be voted on and action taken.

Background Information

Nyack College seeks Regents approval of an amendment to its master plan to offer a Doctor of Ministry program in Christian Leadership in the Global Context. Master plan amendment is needed because the proposed program would be the College’s first program at the doctoral level.
The goals of the proposed program are to “enhance personal and ministry health and to enhance qualitatively the professional comprehension and competence of ministerial leaders.... The...program seeks integration of a disciplined reflective practice of ministry with a theological and biblical base. It provides a multi-denominational and multi-cultural adult learning experience....” It is designed to allow students to complete the degree while remaining in ministry. The College estimates first-year enrollment would be 20 full-time students, with enrollment of 72 or more by the fifth year of the program.

The proposed program would require students to complete 36 credits beyond a three-year Master of Divinity degree or equivalent. Upon completion of required courses as part of a cohort, students would be required to pass an oral examination to establish candidacy. As candidates, students would complete two additional elective courses and begin work on their dissertations. 
Core faculty to launch the program would include the program director and the Scholar in Residence. In addition, several existing College faculty members would participate in the program. Minimum qualifications for all faculty involved in the proposed program would include an appropriate degree from an accredited institution (normally a Ph.D. or D.Min.);  three to five years of ministry experience; experience in leadership at a church, para-church, or mission organization; satisfactory record of teaching experience at the graduate level; and commitment to the College’s mission and core values.

A team of external peer reviewers approved by the Department evaluated the proposed program in 2008. The team’s review included an assessment of the program (faculty, curriculum, resources and facilities, administration, assessment, and more) as well as an assessment of the College’s readiness to move to a new degree level. Through its responses to the 2008 site visit team and its follow up to Department inquiries on other institutional and program matters, the College has satisfactorily addressed all recommendations and suggestions. The Department has determined that the proposed program meets the standards for registration set forth in the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education. A related charter amendment, to authorize the College to award the Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) degree, appears separately on the Regents agenda. 
The Department canvassed colleges and universities in the Mid-Hudson Region as well as doctoral institutions statewide. Eleven institutions responded; none objected to the proposed program.
Recommendation


It is recommended that the Board of Regents approve the amendment to the master plan of Nyack College to authorize the College to offer its first program at the doctoral level, in support of registering a Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) program in Christian Leadership in the Global Context. The amendment will be effective until July 31, 2011, unless the Department registers the program prior to that date, in which case master plan amendment shall be without term.
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