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SUMMARY

Issue for Decision

Should the Regents approve the staff’s recommendation concerning the proposed revision to the initial charter for Williamsburg Collegiate Charter School (New York City)?
Background Information

We received a request from the Chancellor of the city school district of the City of New York to revise retroactively the initial charter of Williamsburg Collegiate Charter School (WCCS or “the School”).  WCCS seeks additional flexibility (within prescribed limitations) concerning admissions of students from the waiting list when unexpected enrollment fluctuations occur, retroactive to April 3, 2008.  WCCS also seeks the following revisions, retroactive to August 25, 2008: eliminate the requirement to include a Williamsburg resident on the Board of Trustees; use the morning reading time for Read Aloud in place of Silent Reading; revise the daily schedule to reflect a starting time of five minutes earlier and a rearrangement of the sequence of instructional periods, and; revise the textbooks used in grade 5 ELA to include teacher-selected novels in addition to textbooks from Prentice Hall.
The School is located in Community School District (CSD) 14, Brooklyn, and serves 243 students in grades 5-8.  The New York City Department of Education held a public hearing in CSD 14 on Wednesday, March 4, 2009, regarding the proposed revision.  No public comments were made or received.
Recommendation 

VOTED:  That the Board of Regents approves the revision to the initial charter of the Williamsburg Collegiate Charter School as proposed by the Chancellor of the city school district of the City of New York, and the provisional charter is amended accordingly.
Reasons for Recommendation


The proposed revisions to the School’s initial charter, along with the other terms of the initial charter: (1) meet the requirements set out in Article 56 of the Education Law, and all other applicable laws, rules and regulations; (2) will permit the charter school to operate in an educationally and fiscally sound manner; and; (3) are likely to improve student learning and achievement and materially further the purposes set out in subdivision two of section twenty-eight hundred fifty of Article 56 of the Education Law. 
Timetable for Implementation 
The Regents action for Williamsburg Collegiate Charter School will be effective immediately.
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