Report ofPRIVATE 

REGENTS EMSC COMMITTEE
to

The Board of Regents

January 13, 2009

Your EMSC Committee held its scheduled meeting on January 12, 2009.  All Committee members were present.
ACTION ITEMS

Charter Schools

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves the renewal application of the Charter School of Educational Excellence, that a first renewal charter be granted nunc pro tunc January 12, 2009, and that its provisional charter be extended for a term up through and including June 30, 2013.    [EMSC (A) 1]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves the revision to the initial charter of the Aloma D. Johnson Fruit Belt Community Charter School, and the provisional charter is amended accordingly.   [EMSC (A) 2]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents issues a charter and provisional charter to the Believe Southside Charter High School for a term of five years, up through and including January 12, 2014.  [EMSC (A) 3]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents issues a charter and provisional charter to the Believe Northside Charter High School for a term of five years, up through and including January 12, 2014.   [EMSC (A) 4]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves and issues the charter of the Equality Charter School as proposed by the Chancellor of the city school district of the City of New York, and issues a provisional charter to it for a term of five years, up through and including January 12, 2014.  [EMSC (A) 5]
Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves the revision to the initial charter of the Urban Choice Charter School, and the provisional charter is amended accordingly.    [EMSC (A) 6]  
Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves and issues the first renewal charter of the Westminster Community Charter School as proposed by the Board of Education of the City School District of the City of Buffalo, and that its provisional charter be extended for a term up through and including June 30, 2014.  [EMSC (A) 7]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves the application for the Evergreen Charter School and issues a charter and provisional charter to the Evergreen Charter School for a term of five years, up through and including January 12, 2014.     [EMSC (A) 8]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves and issues the charter of the Brownsville Ascend Charter School as proposed by the Chancellor of the city school district of the City of New York, and issues a provisional charter to it for a term of five years, up through and including January 12, 2014.   [EMSC (A) 9]


Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves and issues the charter of the Hebrew Language Academy Charter School as proposed by the Chancellor of the city school district of the City of New York, and issues a provisional charter to it for a term of five years, up through and including January 12, 2014.   Regent Saul Cohen voted in opposition and Regent Betty Rosa abstained from the vote.   [EMSC (A) 10]
MOTION FOR ACTION BY FULL BOARD


Mr. Chancellor and Colleagues:  Your EMSC Committee recommends, and I move, that the Board of Regents act affirmatively upon each recommendation in the written report of the Committee's deliberations at its meeting on January 12, 2009, copies of which have been distributed to each Regent.
MATTERS NOT REQUIRING BOARD ACTION

Strategies to Improve the Graduation Rates of Black Males – Dr. John H. Jackson, President and CEO of the Schott Foundation for Public Education discussed policy strategies related to the graduation rate and performance of Black and Latino males.   He provided a well-informed, dynamic presentation that focused on what every child needs – early childhood education, highly qualified teachers, a college-bound curriculum, and resource accountability.  According to the Schott Foundation report, Given Half A Chance, graduation and achievement gaps reflect the differences in the quality of available opportunities, not the differences in the student’s ability.   Dr. Jackson answered questions from the Regents on the role of the community school movement, curriculum needs of Black males, and the correlation between the educational attainment of students and the economic state of the community they live in.
Revised No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Recommendations – The Committee discussed suggested revisions to the Regents priorities for NCLB relating to K-12, to coincide with recent political changes and the Regents increased focus on school improvement, educator development, growth models, graduation rates and other key issues. Suggested changes and additions were considered.  The Committee agrees that the suggested revisions to the Regents priorities for NCLB need to be discussed in more detail at a future meeting, but are broad enough in scope at this time to allow New York State to be an early participant in the process.   The actual reauthorization of NCLB will not occur until 2010.  [BR (A) 3]

Charter School Statute and Policy Q&A.    Due to time constraints, this item was not discussed.   [EMSC (D) 1]
Grades 3-8 Testing Policy Overview – the Committee discussed a report on possible changes in the Grades 3-8 Testing Program.  The Committee also discussed the purpose of the tests, the types of tests that are given and options for moving the tests to later in the year including advantages and disadvantages related to the possible options and actions that would need to take place to implement those options.  The sentiment of the Board is to pursue a later testing date for the Grades 3-8 exams.  Staff will solicit feedback from the field, prepare a cost benefit analysis and follow-up with the Regents at a future meeting.   [EMSC (D) 2]

That concludes our report. 
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