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SUMMARY

Issue for Discussion
What are options for sustaining the Foundation Aid formula?  Should the Regents recommend other mandate relief proposals to complement the Regents foundation formula proposal?  What are key directions of the Regents proposal under discussion?
Reason(s) for Consideration

For the September meeting of the Regents Subcommittee on State Aid, the chair asked for a full discussion of the State foundation formula for school districts in order to develop the Subcommittee’s thinking about the Regents state aid proposal.  That material is provided, as Attachment 1.   The Department has invited a representative of school districts to discuss with the Subcommittee the implications for school districts of changes to the school aid formula.  
Proposed Handling

These questions will come before the Subcommittee on State Aid at its September 2008 meeting.

Procedural History

The Executive Budget was released on January 22, 2008.  Legislative action was approved on April 9, 2008.  The Regents began development of their 2009-10 State Aid proposal with a review of legislative action in May and a review of recommendations from The New York State Commission on Local Government Efficiency and Competitiveness and The New York State Commission on Property Tax Relief in June.
Background Information

The Regents annual state aid proposal precedes the State legislative process each year.  The Regents expect to develop their proposal from May to November 2008 and to act on final proposal details in December 2008.  Executive and legislative action will follow in January and April 2009.
Recommendation

Not applicable.
Timetable for Implementation

This discussion will inform the development of the Regents State Aid proposal to occur from now until the Regents approve their State proposal in late 2008.  On October 8, the Subcommittee will have a follow up conversation with a group of educational associations known as the Department’s Education Finance Advisory Group, which advise the Regents and Department on school aid issues.  The purpose of the October 8 meeting is to get the broader reaction of the range of New York State educational associations.  
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