
	[image: image1.png]










	THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234


	TO:
	Higher Education Committee

	FROM:
	Johanna Duncan-Poitier


	SUBJECT:
	Proposed Amendment to the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education Relating to State Aid for High Needs Nursing Programs


	DATE:
	August 20, 2008


	STRATEGIC GOAL:
	Goal 3


	AUTHORIZATION(S):
	


SUMMARY

Issue for Discussion

Should the Regents amend Section 150.4 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education relating to state aid awards for high needs nursing programs at certain independent colleges and universities?
Reason(s) for Consideration


Required by State statute.
Proposed Handling

The proposed amendment is submitted for discussion at the September Regents meeting.  The proposed amendment will be submitted for adoption at the October Regents meeting.
Procedural History


A Notice of Proposed Rule Making was published in the State Register on August 6, 2008.  Supporting materials are available upon request from the Secretary of the Board of Regents.
Background Information

Section 6401-a of the Education Law, as added by Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2007, authorized the Commissioner of Education to award state aid for high needs nursing programs at certain independent institutions of higher education within the State.  

The law defines an eligible institution as a higher education institution that meets the following requirements: (1) the institution must be a non-profit or independent college or university incorporated by the Regents or the Legislature that is geographically located in New York State; (2) the institution must maintain an earned nursing degree program registered by the department, culminating in an associate degree or higher, excluding any online nursing degree program offered via the internet; (3) the institution must meet such standards of educational quality applicable to comparable public institutions of higher education, as may be from time to time established by the Regents; and (4) the institution must meet the requirements for State aid under the constitutions of the United States and the State of New York.   

The proposed amendment authorizes the Commissioner of Education to award state aid for online or internet nursing degree programs at certain independent institutions of higher education within the State, in order to conform with Section 6401-a of the Education Law, as amended by Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2008.   The proposed amendment also establishes annual reporting requirements relating to the expenditure of state aid.
Timetable for Implementation

The amendment will be submitted for adoption at the October Regents Meeting and will become effective on November 13, 2008.

AMENDMENT TO THE REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION
Pursuant to sections 207, 215 and 6401-a of the Education Law and Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2008.
1.  Subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 150.4 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education is amended, effective November 13, 2008, as follows:
 (ii) the institution shall maintain an earned nursing degree program registered by the department, culminating in an associate degree or higher, [excluding] including any online nursing degree program offered via the internet; 

2.  Subdivision (f) of section 150.4 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education is added, effective November 13, 2008, as follows:

(f) Annual reports.  Each eligible institution that receives State aid pursuant to section 6401-a of the Education Law shall submit an annual report  to the commissioner by June 1 of each year, detailing each expenditure of State aid received and any other information the commissioner may require, in a form prescribed by the commissioner.   

PAGE  

