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SUMMARY

Issue for Decision (Consent Agenda)
Should the Board of Regents approve an amendment to the master plan of The New School authorizing the School to offer a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) and a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree in Environmental Studies?
Reason(s) for Consideration


Required by State regulation.

Proposed Handling

The question will come before the Higher Education Committee at its September  2008 meeting where it will be voted on and action taken.  It will then come before the full Board at its September 2008 meeting for final action.

Procedural History

Master plan amendment is required because this would be the School’s first baccalaureate degree programs in the disciplinary area of Physical Sciences.
Background Information

The New School, located in the Greenwich Village area of New York City, was established in 1919.  It is comprised of eight schools:  The New School for General Studies; The New School for Social Research; Milano The New School for Management and Urban Policy; Parsons The New School for Design; Eugene Lang College The New School for Liberal Arts; Mannes College The New School for Music; The New School for Drama; and The New School for Jazz and Contemporary Music.  The New School serves approximately 9,700 undergraduate and graduate students in 70 degree programs.  
The curricula of the Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of Science in Environmental Studies programs will focus on designing interventions to solve environmental problems.  Both programs include 18-22 credits in the college core; major courses in Ecology, Design, Urban Environmental Issues and Geography; and a capstone experience.  The Bachelor of Arts program is a liberal arts and seminar-based program, enabling students to concentrate in urban ecosystems and public policy.  The Bachelor of Science program is a practice- and studio-based program, enabling students to concentrate in sustainable design or urban ecosystem design.  The New York City area will be the focus and laboratory for both programs.
The Environmental Studies programs will use The New School’s admission requirements.  An enrollment of 25 students in the first year and 150 students by the fifth year in both programs is anticipated.

Currently, there are 20 full-time and over 50 part-time faculty teaching courses in areas related to environment, urban policy, and sustainable design.  Two faculty members are assigned full-time to the proposed programs.  The New School plans to hire five additional full-time faculty members in Chemistry, Biology, Urban Ecology, Earth Science and Math-Statistics dedicated to these programs.  Plans are to recruit two post-doctoral teaching and research fellows and double the science and math faculty in the College.  Searches for two faculty members in Urban Ecology and in Transdisciplinary Studies are nearing completion.

The New School has a science-teaching laboratory that can accommodate 14 students.  This laboratory is scheduled for renovation in 2009 to accommodate 25 students.  Four additional laboratories are included in the plans for The New School’s “signature” building on Fifth Avenue.  Students will have access to all of The New School’s University Libraries as well as the Research Libraries Association of South Manhattan.  

As more businesses and communities adopt environmentally sound practices, retrofit and build green facilities, address increasingly complex regulatory programs, and design and sell green products, a much broader range of employers will demand college graduates with environmental knowledge to fill a wide range of jobs.  Also, there are a number of graduate programs for students who wish to pursue this field in more depth after obtaining their undergraduate degree.  In the public sector, employment opportunities are increasing in city, State and federal government in environment agencies, planning and development offices, energy and public works. In addition, numerous non-governmental organizations, special interest groups, education and research organizations are in need of persons with education in environment and sustainable design.

The Department canvassed all higher education institutions in New York City.  Six institutions responded.  None raised any concerns about, or objections to, the proposed Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science programs in Environmental Studies.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the Board of Regents approve the amendment to the master plan of The New School authorizing the School to offer the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees in Environmental Studies.  This amendment will be effective until September 30, 2009, unless the Department registers the program prior to that date, in which case master plan amendment shall be without term.
Timetable for Implementation

If the Board of Regents approves the degree authorization and the master plan amendment, the Department will register the program and The New School will proceed to recruit and enroll program students.
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