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Your Higher Education and Professional Practice Committee held its scheduled meeting on December 15, 2008.   All Committee members were present, except Regent Anthony S. Bottar, who was excused. 

ACTION ITEMS

Professional Discipline Cases

Your Committee recommends that the reports of the Regents Review Committees, including rulings, findings of fact, determinations as to guilt, and recommendations, by unanimous or majority vote, contained in those reports which have been distributed to you, be accepted in 4 cases.  In addition, your Committee recommends, upon the recommendation of the Committee on the Professions, that 20 consent order applications and 4 surrender applications be granted.  [PPC EXS (A) 1-3]

These recommendations are made following the review of 28 cases involving four licensed practical nurses, three registered professional nurses, three chiropractors, three licensed practical nurses who are also registered professional nurses, three veterinarians, two dentists, two pharmacists, two pharmacies, one licensed clinical social worker, one licensed master social worker, and one dental hygienist.
Approvals

Your Committee recommends that the permanent adoption of the emergency Regulations of the Commissioner of Education relating to the licensure of clinical laboratory technologists, cytotechnologists, clinical laboratory technicians and histological technicians be approved.  Your Committee also recommends that the regulations also be approved as an emergency measure to enable them to remain continuously in effect between the expiration date of the initial emergency adoption and the effective date of the adoption as a permanent rule.  Recent legislation required amendments to the Regulations which were approved on an emergency basis at the September Regents meeting.  These proposed regulations will establish professional study, examination, limited permit, grandparenting and limited license requirements for certified histological technicians; expanded grandparenting provisions for licensure as a clinical laboratory technologist, cytotechnologist and certified clinical laboratory technician; standards for the issuance of restricted and limited licenses to clinical laboratory technologists; and standards for registered college preparation programs for certified histological technicians.  [PPC (A) 1]
Consent Agenda 


Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approve the recommendations of the Committee on the Professions regarding licensing petitions.  [PPC (CA) 1]


Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approve the appointments and reappointments of members to the State boards for the professions, Board for Professional Medical Conduct., and Committee on Professional Assistance, and reappointments of extended members to the State boards for the professions for service on licensure disciplinary and/or licensure restoration and moral character panels.  [PPC (CA) 2]  


MOTION FOR ACTION BY FULL BOARD

Mr. Chancellor and Colleagues:  Your Higher Education and Professional Practice Committee recommends, and we move, that the Board of Regents act affirmatively upon each recommendation in the written report of the Committee's deliberations at its meeting on December 15, 2008, copies of which have been distributed to each Regent.


MATTERS NOT REQUIRING BOARD ACTION

Your Committee discussed several topics of interest, including:
· Associate Commissioner’s Report – An oral report updating the Committee on recent events and activities of the Office of the Professions, including:

· an update on the Office of the Professions budget, including the importance of the proposed increase in fees to enable the office to implement illegal practice legislation, technology initiative, and other office priorities;
· an update on legislation enacted during the 2008 legislative session and proposed 2009 legislation of interest to the Office of the Professions, including the Departmental bill to address the provision of professional services by 4410 schools that offer pre-school special education services and the Regents priority bill relating to public accountancy; and
· an introduction and background concerning the clinical laboratory regulations and the professional education program review and social work items scheduled for action or discussion during the PPC meeting. 
· Review and Oversight of Professional Education Programs – This item discussed the role of the Office of the Professions in the review and approval of education programs which prepare students for licensure.  [PPC (D) 1]  
· Critical Issues in Social Work, the Mental Health Professions and Psychology – This item discussed critical issues resulting from the enactment of licensure laws in 2002.  In seeking to ensure access to competent services, the Office of the Professions has taken a lead role in convening the stakeholders and developing solutions, which may require changes in department policy, regulations and law.  [PPC (D) 2] 

That concludes our report. 




__________                                      __





Harry Phillips, 3rd, Co-Chairperson





__________                                      __





Milton L. Cofield, Co-Chairperson
