CE Committee Minutes – December 15,, 2008
2:45 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.
Location: Room 146 EB
REGENTS COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL EDUCATION
Regent James C. Dawson, Chair of the Cultural Education Committee, submitted the following written report.
Your Committee on Cultural Education had its scheduled meeting on December 15, 2008.

In attendance were: Regents Dawson, Brooks Hopkins, Gardner, Phillips, Tilles, and Bowman
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

Chair’s Remarks:  Regent Dawson greeted everyone and opened the meeting.
Deputy’s Report: Deputy Commissioner Jeffrey Cannell greeted everyone and talked briefly about the Deputy’s Monthly Report that had been electronically distributed to the Board of Regents prior to the December meeting.  Hard copies of this report were provided for meeting attendees.  
CE (A) 1
Proposed Amendments to Commissioner's Regulations, Section 90.7, Certificates for Librarians in Registered Public, Free Association and Indian Libraries, previously discussed at both July and October CE Committee meetings, is now before the Committee for adoption.  Carol Desch, Coordinator of Statewide Library Services and Director of the Division of Library Development, presented that the proposed amendment is consistent with NYLA’s proposal and beginning on January 1, 2010, all new public librarians that receive a public librarian professional certificate from the State Education Department will be required to participate in 60 hours of professional development every five-year period.  The State Library will continue to be responsible for administering the public librarian certification program, implementing the new requirements and monitoring compliance.  The public comment period ended on November 17, 2008 with no comments received.  Staff recommends adoption of amendments to Commissioner's Regulations, Section 90.7, Certificates for librarians in registered public, free association and Indian libraries as presented.
Motion by: Regent Tilles
Seconded by: Regent Phillips
Action:  Motion carried unanimously

CE (A) 2
Amendment to Section 90.18 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education Relating to School Library Systems.  Carol Desch presented the proposed amendments to CR 90.18 School Library Systems which will update and clarify terminology relating to school library systems and will make the regulations consistent with recent changes in related Commissioner’s Regulations and Education Law. There are currently 41 school library systems in New York State.  School library systems are state-established and state-funded programs located in the BOCES and the Big 5 Cities that provide coordinated and cost effective library services to school libraries.  Eligible members include school districts and nonpublic schools.  No public comments were received from the State Register posting. Staff recommends adoption of amendments to Section 90.18 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education Relating to School Library Systems as presented.
Motion by: Regent Tilles

Seconded by: Regent Phillips

Action:  Motion carried unanimously

CE (D) 2
School Library Services
Carol Desch provided a brief introduction regarding the collaborative initiatives of OCE and P-16 and introduced Anne Schiano, Assistant Director of Curriculum & Instruction and Instructional Technology. Ms. Schiano presented additional comments as well on the joint efforts of NYSED's P-16 and OCE offices to implement a strategic plan to improve student achievement by strengthening the critical role of school libraries and library media specialist in teaching and learning.  Ms. Schiano introduced John Brock and Joanne Shawhan who presented research findings, data input, progress to date and future threats and opportunities including background information and a recommendation of Regents policy, the Regents P-16 Education Reform Plan.   A draft matrix on Impact on Student Achievement was distributed.
CE (CA) 1
Reappointment of Barbara Brinkley to the Board of the Archives Partnership Trust
Chris Ward, State Archivist and Assistant Commissioner for Archives, presented background information relative to Ms. Brinkley and recommended the reappointment of Barbara A. Brinkley to the Board of the Archives Partnership Trust for a three year term, commencing December 16, 2008.
Motion by: Regent Tilles

Seconded by: Regent Gardner

Action:  Motion carried unanimously

CE (CA) 2
Appointment of Bernard F. Conners to the Board of the Archives Partnership Trust
Ms. Ward presented background information relative to Bernard F. Conners and recommended the appointment of Bernard F. Conners to the Board of the Archives Partnership Trust to fill the unexpired term of Dr. John Jay Iselin commencing December 16, 2008.
Motion by: Regent Brooks Hopkins
Seconded by: Regent Dawson
Action:  Motion carried unanimously

CE (D) 1
Amendment to Section 92.1 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education Relating to the State Library’s Circulation Policy 
Brought before the CE Committee in September for discussion Loretta Ebert, Director of the NYS Research Library expanded on this proposed amendment.  Ms. Ebert spoke of the borrowing limitations contained in the original regulations emphasizing that working New Yorkers – the majority of New York’s citizens - were not permitted to borrow, and accessibility to the Library’s rich and powerful collections was strictly limited.  Included in Ms. Ebert presentation were policy changes in the late 1990’s based on the Regents Commission on Library Services’ suggestion to focus more on service to all New Yorkers.  Ms. Ebert also spoke about the successful pilot project that was launched to extend borrowing to all New York residents resulting in acquiring over 3000 registered resident borrowers from across New York State.  Therefore, the State Library is seeking to amend NYCRR, title 8, section 92.1(b) to include NY Resident Borrowers as a permanent category and recommend Regents approval so that the State Library may continue their current practice and policy of providing increased accessibility to the materials of the State Library to New Yorkers.  This proposal will be up for adoption in February 2009.
CE (A) 3
Proposed Emergency Regulation on Museum Collections Management 

At the November CE Committee meeting, Mr. Cannell presented information regarding an emergency regulation pertaining to museum collection management. The emergency provisions would apply to chartered museums and historical societies authorized to own and hold collections under Rule §3.27.  The emergency regulations were revisited, discussed and were recommended for Regents’ approval, as presented.  Comments were received from the field and copies of the comments were provided to Committee members.  Regent Dawson presented a brief overview of the situation and had worked with staff and Counsel.  Richard Trautwein, Office of Counsel, answered questions and offered clarification of drafted language as needed.  Copies of the draft regulations were made available to attendees.
Motion by: Regent Phillips 
Seconded by: Regents Tilles and Gardner

Action:  Motion carried unanimously
Meeting adjourned.
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