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SUMMARY

Issue for Discussion
Does the Board of Regents request any additional information relating to the summary results for the 2007 English language arts (ELA) assessments in grades 3-8?

Reason(s) for Consideration

Monitoring of student performance.
Proposed Handling

This question will come before the Regents EMSC-VESID committee at its May meeting.
Procedural History

In response to the request of the Regents, staff is providing information on the summary results for the 2007 English language arts (ELA) assessments in grades 3-8.
Background Information

In January 2007, students in grades 3-8 took the Sate assessments in English language arts.  The attached materials provide the results of those assessments. 
Recommendation

Staff recommend that the Regents review the attached status report, which provides information on the summary results for the 2007 English language arts (ELA) assessments in graded 3-8.
Timetable for Implementation

On May 18, authorized district and school personnel will be able to access their summary results and individual student scores using nySTART, the Web-based reporting system created for the Department by the Grow Network. On May 22 at 12:30 p.m. the Chancellor and Commissioner will conduct a press conference to publicly release these data. 
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ATTACHMENT A
SUMMARY REPORT ON RESULTS FOR THE 2007 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA) ASSESSMENTS IN GRADES 3-8

This item is to provide information on the summary results for the 2007 English language arts (ELA) assessments in grades 3-8.  On May 18, authorized district and school personnel will be able to access their summary results and individual student scores using nySTART, the Web-based reporting system created for the Department by the Grow Network. On May 22 at 11:30 a.m. the Department will hold a press conference to publicly release these data. 
The attached PowerPoint presentation (Attachment B) provides 2007 ELA results for the State, each need/resource capacity category, each racial/ethnic group, and each of the Big 5 city districts.  The key findings are the following:

· Considering all tested students in grades 3-8, the percentage of students scoring at Level 3 or 4 (indicating that they met the Standards or met the Standards with distinction) increased from 61.5 to 63.4 percent. This increase was not uniform across grades; in grades 3 and 4 fewer students met the Standards in 2007 than in 2006.  More students in grades 5, 6, 7 and 8 met the standards in 2007 than in 2006.
· The population of students tested was different in 2007 than in 2006. For the first time, all limited English proficient (LEP) students other than those who were in their first year of enrollment in United States schools were required by the Federal Government to take the ELA assessment.   Previously, any LEP student who was in the first three years of English instruction in the United States could be exempt from taking this exam and districts could exempt on an individual student basis to exempt students in their fourth and fifth year of English instruction.  The exempted students would take the New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) to meet accountability requirements.    The number of LEP students assessed increased from 32,420 in 2006 to 72,082 in 2007. The additional LEP students affected the pattern of performance across grades, need/resource capacity categories, and among racial/ethnic groups.  If the percentage of students meeting the Standards statewide is calculated excluding LEP students, 62.6 percent met the Standards in 2006 and 66.3 percent in 2007. The same calculations for New York City result in the following percentages meeting the Standards, 53.2 percent in 2006 compared with 56.0 percent in 2007.

· A majority (70.7 percent) of tested LEP students scored at Level 2 or above, thus demonstrating partial mastery of the ELA Standards. LEP students in the early grades were more likely to score at Level 2 or above than students in grades 7 and 8. 

· Considering all students, at every grade except third, the percentage of students scoring at Level 1 decreased. Considering students in grades 3-8, the percentage scoring at Level 1 decreased from 8.1 to 6.1 percent. 

· At every grade level, the percentage of females scoring at Level 3 or 4 exceeded the percentage of males doing so.  In grades 3-8, 67.5 percent of females scored at Level 3 or 4 compared with 59.6 percent of males.

· Among need/resource capacity categories, New York City, where 77 percent of tested LEP students were enrolled, achieved the smallest percentage gain in students meeting the Standards, 50.8 percent in 2007 compared with 50.7 percent in 2006.  The rural districts, where less than one percent of students were LEP, achieved the largest gain, 62.0 percent scored at Level 3 or 4 compared with 56.7 percent the previous year.

· A larger percentage of grades 3-8 students in the Black, American Indian, and White groups scored at Level 3 or 4 in 2007 than in 2006. Smaller percentages of Asian and Hispanic students scored at those levels in 2007 than in 2006.
· Considering grades 3-8, larger percentages of students in New York City than in the other Big 5 cities scored at Level 3 or 4 in 2007.
· At every grade level, a larger percentage of students with disabilities met the Standards in 2007 than in 2006.  In grades 3-8 combined, the percentage that met the Standards increased from 20.2 to 22.8 percent. 







PAGE  

