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	THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234


	TO:
	The Honorable the Members of the Board of Regents  


	FROM:
	David Miller

	SUBJECT:
	2008 Regents Priority Legislation


	DATE:
	May 9, 2007


	STRATEGIC GOAL:
	Action to Implement Regents P-16 Plan


	AUTHORIZATION(S):
	


Executive Summary

Issue for Discussion

Development of Regents state and federal legislative proposals for 2008.
Reason(s) for Consideration


Implementation of policy.
Proposed Handling


Discussion during the full board meeting on Tuesday, May 22.
Procedural History


Each year the Regents identify policy issues that will require legislation for implementation. Some are carried over from the previous year and some are new. Those requiring a state appropriation are included in SED’s budget proposal. The others are proposed for introduction during the legislative session. The process for developing legislative priorities is synchronized with the process for developing the Regents budget proposal. 
Background Information


Included with this cover memo are two “legislative scorecards” showing the status of the Regents 2007 federal and state legislative priorities as of May 9, 2007. 
Recommendation


Discussion of and agreement on the process for developing the Regents 2008 federal and state legislative priorities. Staff recommends that the legislative priorities be aligned with the Regents 2008-09 fiscal year budget proposal and key policy issues.
Timetable for Implementation
May Meeting: Discussion of and agreement on the process for identifying 2008 legislative priorities.

June Meeting: The board committees discuss and identify proposed legislative priorities.
July Meeting:  The full board discusses and if necessary refines the proposed priorities.
September Meeting: The full board acts on its 2008 proposed legislative priorities and its 2008-09 budget proposal.

	REGENTS PRIORITY LEGISLATION 2007 SESSION

May 8, 2007

STATE 

	New York Knowledge Initiative (NYKI: NOVEL; Library Aid; Library Construction)
	Budget initiative, not included in enacted 2007-08 budget. Stand-alone bills S.2125 (Farley) in Senate Education Committee; A.7272 (Paulin) is in Assembly Ways and Means. Legislature will not pass this as a stand-alone bill.

	Grant Program for Access to Postsecondary Education for Students with Disabilities
	Budget initiative, not included in enacted 2007-08 budget. Stand-alone bills S.3436 (Morahan) in Senate Finance Committee; A.7330 (Titus) is in Assembly Ways and Means. Legislature will not pass this as a stand-alone bill.

	IDEA State Legislation to Conform to Federal Law Requirements
	Sent to Legislature for introduction.

	Authority to Charge a Fee for Accrediting Higher Ed Institutions
	Sent to Legislature for introduction.

	Revise the Public Accountancy Law and Expand Scope of Practice of Accountants
	Sent to legislature for introduction.

	Streamline School Reporting Requirements
	S.1773 (Saland) passed Senate 3/20/07. Not yet introduced in Assembly.

	Allow Retired Certified Teachers to Teach in Shortage Areas
	S.5752 (Saland) in Senate Civil Service & Pensions Committee. Not introduced yet in Assembly.

	Early Childhood Education (Full-day Kindergarten & Lower Compulsory School Age to 5)
	Sent to Legislature for introduction.

	Museum Education Act
	Stand-alone bill S.5781 (Saland) in Senate Education Committee. Not introduced yet in Assembly.

	Authority to Charge a Fee to Enforce Against Illegal Practice of Professions
	A.1928 (Canestrari) in Assembly Higher Education Committee. Not introduced yet in Senate.


	REGENTS PRIORITY BILLS 2007-2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FEDERAL 

May 8, 2007

	NCLB Reauthorization (PL107-110)


	House and Senate hearings underway. Senate committee markup tentatively scheduled for May likely to be pushed back. Possible House markup in the fall.

	Head Start Reauthorization (PL 105-285)

Senate bill (S 655); House bill (HR 1429)
	Senate committee passed bill in February; House committee passed bill in March. Passed House May 2, 2007. Floor action pending in Senate.   

	Higher Education Act (HEA) Reauthorization (PL 105-244)  
	House hearings underway. Senate committee action tentatively scheduled for April. Extension of current law expires July 1, 2007.

	IDEA Reauthorization (PL108-446)


	Reauthorization due in 2011; USED regulations on 2% modified assessments released April 4.

	E-Rate 

Senate bill (S 609); House bill (HR 278)


	Bills permanently exempting E-Rate from Anti-deficiency Act (AdA) introduced in House and Senate. One-year extension of temporary exemption expires December 31, 2007. 

	Museum & Library Services Act (PL108-81)
	Reauthorization due in 2008.
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