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Current State of Social Studies
Current State in New York
Current Courses

• K-8 incorporates the 5 NY State Learning Standards
and follows the Core Curriculum Resource Guide
• Grade 9: Global 1; Grade 10: Global 2; Grade 11:
US History; Grade 12: Economics and Civic
Participation

Required
Assessments

• Global History and Geography Regents (Grade 10)
• Part I: MC Questions (50)
• Part II: Thematic Essay (1)
• Part III: DBQ (1)
• US History and Government Regents (Grade 11)
• Part I: MC Questions (50)
• Part II: Thematic Essay (1)
• Part III: DBQ (1)

Department
Approved
Equivalent

AP World History, AP US History, SAT II US History
(requires additional research project)
EngageNY.org

2

Integrating the Common Core into the
Social Studies Framework
Current NY State Social Studies
Focus

NY State Social Studies Focus
with the Common Core (CCLS)
•

• Emphasis on content

•

• Understanding of concepts
within a time period

•

• Use of primary and secondary
source documents for
Thematic Essay and DBQ on
Regents

Emphasis on content in the
context of key ideas and
coherent themes
Understanding of concepts
within and across time periods
(recognizing themes and
patterns)
Use of primary and secondary
source documents to learn
concepts (case study analysis)
to promote informational
reading, critical thinking and
writing through instruction
and on Regents
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Course of Study Remains Same
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Aligned to the CCLS for Social Studies
and Technical Subjects
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Rigor and Skills of the CCLS
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A Framework that Supports Teaching,
Learning and Assessment
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Consistent Themes P-12
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Vertical Articulation of Social Studies
Practices Across K-12
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K-8 Framework Update
•

•

•

Feedback on the K-8 Framework was received from across the State,
including teachers, supervisors, higher education representatives and
professional organizations.
Overall feedback showed that the draft framework was rigorous and
contained high-level expectations for students in Social Studies.
Respondents indicated that the Framework encompassed what
students should know and be able to do in Social Studies. There was
general agreement that the conceptual understandings within the
Framework would support the implementation of the New York State
CCLS for Literacy in Social Studies/History.
Additional feedback indicated the Framework did not contain
sufficient New York State history and should be revised to incorporate
local-level historical studies. Further, respondents requested
additional specificity in content expectations that will guide the
development of local curriculum materials and assessments.
Professionals indicated that content understandings in specific grade
levels should be reviewed to ensure they were developmentally
appropriate. This will be addressed with the Field Guide.
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K-8 Framework Next Steps

Members of the Content Advisory Panel
reviewed the public input during their October
19, 2012 meeting. The Content Advisory Panel’s
feedback was in line with feedback received from
the field. The revised K-8 Framework will be
presented to the Board at its April 2013 meeting.
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Sample 9-12 Framework
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Sample 9-12 Social Studies Practices
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Global Split Survey
• Survey: The survey presented three options for dividing the
Global History and Geography course of study into two units of
study:






Thematic approach: In this option, Unit of study 1 would be a
foundational course concentrating on building skills in economics,
geography, civics and world history. Unit of study 2 would be a thematic
approach to contemporary world history and geography; or
Chronological approach: Unit of Study 1 would address the Neolithic
Revolution to the Age of Enlightenment (approximately 8000 BCE to
1600). Unit of Study 2 would address the Age of Enlightenment to present
(approximately 1600 to present).
Chronological approach: Unit of Study 1 would address the Neolithic
Revolution to the end of the Napoleonic Period (approximately 8000 BCE
to 1815). Unit of Study 2 would address 1815 to the present. This option
would narrow the scope of the study of the classical civilizations in Unit 1.
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Global Split Proposal in the 9-12
Framework
PROPOSAL
•Unit of Study 1 would address the Neolithic Revolution to the beginnings and
causes of the Industrial Revolution (approximately 1765)
•Unit of Study 2 would address 1750 to the present
RATIONALE
•The split at 1750 was based on multiple research sources that indicate 1750 is the
transition between the pre-modern world and the post-modern world.
•Enable students to use the causes and beginnings of the Industrial Revolution from Unit
of Study 1 to understand the Industrial Revolution itself as the foundations for imperialism
and social revolutions in Europe.
•Benefits also include more concentrated content in Unit of Study 2, allowing for a greater
depth of focus to help students understand today’s global world. The overlapping time
periods would enable students to have some historical continuity between Unit of Study 1
and Unit of Study 2 for instruction and assessment purposes (a brief review of the late
18th century can build a strong foundation for later historical events).
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Recommended Next Steps
• Seek broad public comment on the Draft 9-12 Common
Core Social Studies Framework through a process
similar to what was utilized for the K-8 Framework (lateJanuary until March 2013).
• Return to the Board at the April meeting with revised P-8
and 9-12 Frameworks that reflect the CCLS and
widespread public input for approval.
• Upon approval of the Frameworks by the Board,
develop, in continued collaboration with the Content
Advisory Panel, a unified K-12 social studies Field Guide
to provide teachers with resources for classroom
implementation.
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