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Current Unit of Study Requirements Grades 
7 and 8

Units of Study Flexibility

2 units English Language Arts

2 units Math

2 units Science

2 units Social Studies

1 unit Technology Education May begin as early as grade 5, provided that in public schools, it must be 
taught by a certified Technology Education teacher

¾ unit Home and Career Skills
(FACS)

May begin as early as grade 5, provided that in public schools, it must be 
taught by a certified FACS teacher

1 unit Language other than 
English

May begin any time prior to grade 8 but no later than the beginning of grade 8

½ unit Art, ½ unit Music The music requirement may be met by participation in a school's band, chorus 
or orchestra, provided that such participation is consistent with the goals and 
objectives of the school's music program for grades 7 and 8

½ unit Health May begin as early as grade 6 provided that in public schools, it must be 
taught by a certified Health teacher

Physical Education  Minimum of 3 periods per week during one semester of each school year and 
two periods during the other semester (or a comparable time each semester)

Library and Information Skills The equivalent of 1 period per week in grades 7 and 8
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Middle Level CTE

1 ¾ Units Total CTE 

Middle Level CTE Requirements

1 Unit Technology Education
¾ Unit Home and Career Skills

(FACS)
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Challenges with the Current Model

Teacher

•There is currently a shortage of certified Technology Education and 
Family and Consumer Sciences teachers to fill open positions across 
the State

Time

•Middle level student experiences in CTE are limited to two discreet 
courses which represent only 2 of 6 CTE content areas:

Home and Career Skills (FACS) and Technology Education

• Time allocated to each of these courses is prescribed

Relevance

•Opportunities to create sequential programs that align to high 
school pathways in CTE, STEM, and CDOS are not available under 
the current regulations  
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Repurposing CTE Instruction at the 
Middle Level

Allow the 1 ¾ units of CTE instruction at the Middle 
Level to address any CTE content area including FACS, 
Technology,  Business, Health Sciences, Trade and 
Technical Education or Agriculture, thereby expanding 
the pool of qualified CTE teachers to fill positions at the 
Middle Level

Create guidance materials to facilitate the 
implementation of revised CTE instruction at the 
Middle Level to create a bridge between middle and 
high school programs and pathways  
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Sample Delivery Models for CTE
at the Middle Level

Current Delivery 
Model

Sample
Middle-level CTE only

Sample
Middle-level CTE and

Foundational High School 
CTE

Sample
Middle-level CTE and

Focused High School CTE

CTE Program 1 unit of Technology 
Education
¾ unit Home and Career 
Skills (FACS)

1 ¾ unit CTE Theme Modules
supported by
CTE Content Modules

1 ¼ unit CTE Theme Modules 
supported by CTE Content 
Modules and
½ unit Careers and Financial 
Management 

¾ unit CTE Theme Modules 
supported by CTE Content 
Modules 
and
1 unit high school CTE

Teacher Technology Education
Family and Consumer 
Sciences

Any certified CTE teacher 
depending on content modules 
chosen 

Any certified CTE teacher 
depending on content modules 
chosen

Any certified CTE teacher 
depending on content chosen

Student Outcomes Student has fulfilled  
Intermediate  unit of study 
requirements 

Student has demonstrated 
attainment of intermediate 
standards 

Student is prepared for high 
school CTE coursework which 
may begin in grade 9

Student has an employability 
profile

Student has demonstrated 
attainment of intermediate 
standards prior to grade 8

Student is prepared for high 
school CTE coursework which 
begins in grade 8

Student has an employability 
profile

Student has demonstrated 
attainment of intermediate 
standards prior to grade 8

Student is prepared for focused, 
content-rich, high school CTE 
which begins in grade 8

Student has an employability 
profile

Connections to 
High School 
Graduation 
Pathways

Student has not earned 
high school credit

Student has been 
introduced to career 
clusters and pathways.

Student has not earned high 
school credit

Student has begun an 
employability profile which is 
required in the CTE and  CDOS 
graduation pathways

Student has earned ½ unit high 
school credit in a course required 
for all CTE approved programs

Student has begun an 
employability profile which is 
required in the CTE and CDOS 
graduation pathways

Student has earned 1 unit high 
school credit for a course which 
has an associated high school 
program 

Student has begun an 
employability profile which is 
required in the CTE and CDOS 
graduation pathways
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Sample Curricular Guidance Framework
CTE Content CTE Themes

Technology Content Organizers

Career & 

Community 

Connections

Financial & 

Consumer 

Literacy

Health Safety & 

Wellness
Communications Sustainability

Materials
Substance of 

physical objects

Manufacturing
Producing physical 

objects

Transportation
Physically moving 

people and objects

Engineering

Jobs  associated 

with new tech

Uber, Lift, Ride 

Sharing

Fuel 

Infrastructure

Cost benefits of 

new 

transportation 

technology

Pollutants

Safety &

Accident 

Reduction

Smart Highways

Cost to Educate 

Consumers

Government

Programs

-grants

-laws

-PSA’s

Hybrid Electric 

Vehicles

Nuclear Powered 

Vehicles

Smart Highways

Energy
Powering the other 

categories

Government

-policies

-political views

Societal impacts

-jobs

History

-lifestyle changes

Financial Impacts

-government

-businesses

-individuals

Societal Impacts

-environment

-lifestyle  

changes

Government

Programs

-grants

-laws

-PSA’s

Photovoltaics

Thermo-dynamics

Wind

Wave-Motion

Nuclear

Bio-chemical fuels

Environmental Quality
Dealing with 

environmental 

consequences
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