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Vision
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Every student will know how to live 
productively and safely in a technology-
dominated world.  This includes 
understanding the essential features of 
digital technologies, why and how they 
work, and how to communicate and 
create using those technologies.



Representation in Authoring, Review, and Revision
Individuals representing the following groups participated in authoring, review, and revision work:

• K-12 Teachers 

• Computer science, math, science, STEM

• Educational technology, library and media specialists

• Special Education

• ELL/MLL Education

• Early Learning, Elementary (Common Branch)

• K-12 Administrators, District Coordinators, and BOCES 
staff

• Higher Education

• Business and Industry

• Professional Organizations

• Community and Parent Organizations

• National Experts

• Urban, Suburban, Rural; Regional Representation
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Conditional Approval

NYSED staff directed by the Board of Regents to

• Engage further with early learning experts to ensure 
the K-2 grade band standards are developmentally 
appropriate, and that both the clarifying statements 
and provided examples are helpful and relevant to K-2 
teachers.

• Return to the Board of Regents for final adoption of the 
standards in Spring 2020.

• Begin to develop resources and guidance to aid the 
field in implementing the standards in accordance with 
the proposed implementation timeline. 
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The Early Learning Workgroup 
met twice weekly for over two 
months to review and revise 

each EL standard.

EARLY LEARNING 
WORKGROUP RESUMED

July - Sept 2020

The Board of Regents granted 
Conditional Approval of the 

Standards at the January 2020 
Meeting of the Board of 

Regents.

Jan 2020

CONDITIONAL APPROVAL

A group of Early Learning and CS Experts 
was formed to review and revise the 

Standards.  They did an initial review and 
submitted feedback that was the basis of 

a set of recommendations for review. 

EARLY LEARNING 
WORKGROUP

Feb - March 2020

March – June 2020

Work on the standards was paused due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, as the 

majority of the early learning experts 
assisting with the revision work were 

New York State teachers. 

PAUSE DUE TO COVID-19

EARLY LEARNING STANDARDS REVIEW AND REVISION 

5

CS Experts and the Executive 
Standards Panel conducted a 
final review for coherence.

FINAL REVIEW AND REVISION 
FOR COHERENCE

Nov 2020



Early Learning Standards 
Revision Workgroup

• Comprised of NYS teachers; 
subject matter experts in early 
childhood education, computer 
science, and instructional 
technology; and NYSUT 
Representatives

• Reviewed and revised 
standards, clarifying 
statements, and examples
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Priority for Revision, 
Defined by Stakeholder 
Feedback 

Actions Taken by Revision Workgroup, Reflected in December 2020 
Draft Standards

More attention needed on 
the K-2 band

• Standards revised for developmental appropriateness, flexibility for 
meeting the standards, and to emphasize thinking, creativity, and problem 
solving

• Clarifying language and examples reviewed and revised for relevance

Include third grade with K-2 
grade band

• Third Grade included with K-2 under the umbrella of Early Learning

• The middle grade bands (3-5 and 6-8) adjusted to 4-6 and 7-8

• Required new standards, clarifying statements, and examples to be written

The K-3 band should be split 
to reflect developmental 
needs of young students

• Grade band (K-3) split into two (K-1 and 2-3) at the recommendation of 
Early Learning experts

Ensure the guiding principle 
of coherence maintained

• A few adjustments made to the upper grade standards to ensure logical 
progression and vertical alignment

Examples included with the 
standards too limiting

• Examples pulled out of the full standards document
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Overview of the Standards
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Standards at a Glance
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Each standard is presented with an 
additional clarifying statement

The standards are identified by grade band, 
followed by the concept area, and finally the 
standard number.



Reading the Standards
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Standard 
Identifier
Standard

Clarifying 
Statement

Concept

Sub-Concept



Timetable for Roll-Out and Implementation

Dates Phase Activities

Adoption –

Aug 2021
Awareness-Building

Roll-out and build awareness of the new 
standards and timeline for 
implementation

Sept 2021 –

Aug 2023
Capacity-Building

Focus on curriculum development, 
resource acquisition, professional 
development

Sept 2023 –

Aug 2024
Year 1 Implementation

All credit-bearing Computer Science 
courses will be aligned with NYS CS&DF 
Standards

September 2024 Full Implementation
CS&DF Standards implemented in all 
grade bands K-12
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Next Steps

Upon Approval from the Board of Regents, NYSED Staff will 

• Return to the Board of Regents in Fall 2021 
with regulatory and policy recommendations 
related to embedding this new subject area 
into the K-12 program requirements.

• Engage with partners across the state to 
develop guidance materials and tools to aid 
schools in the implementation of the new 
standards.
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Recommendation

Department staff recommend the Board of 

Regents adopts the revised NYS K-12 

Computer Science and Digital Fluency 

Standards.
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Discussion and Questions
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