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Objectives

e Participants will understand how to
organize and run successful parent
workshops.

e Participants will interact with tools to
help parents to understand college
readiness and the Common Core
standards.

e Participants will practice talking to
parents about the Common Core and
college readiness
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What Works Best for Engaging Parents?
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Planning Tools
*Event Checklist for Planning a Parent Night

Keeping Parents Informed and Involved

Roadmap to Planning a Parent’s Night

As schools shift to implement the Common Core standards, parents and guardians are
critical partners for ensuring student success. Afirststep in this is helping parents to
better understand the new standards and how what their children are learning and
how itis taught will change. This checklist provides some useful tips to help plan an
effective event that engages parents and follow-up that builds ongoing relationships.

PLANMING FOR THE EVENT

O Dedicate staffand resources to the event 2s soon as passible, including event coordinators,
master teachers and community outreach spedalists

Osetu p regular planning sessions for the event

Oide ntify partnersto play 2 key role in the planning and arganization of the night 2.5
sdvocates, parents, teachers, et}

Oide ntify which formats will be most effective for engaging with parents [lectures, round table
discussions, town hall meetings, etc)

O Rre=ch out to loczl commun ity and parentgroups to gauge opinions and identify what type of
information and support local parents need most

Owaorkwith partners, school leaders, teachers and local parentcoordinators to develop
objectives for the evening and draft an agendathat includes activities to engage parentsin
the material

Oide ntify speakers and facilitators who will be most relevant to parents; thiscan include local
community leaders, principals, master teachers and others

Oshare natice with commun ity lesders and parent advocacy groups to distribute to their
members

O use multi ple methods to notify parents directly, such as sending the notice home with
students, posting on school website, announcing via social medis, online registration, etc

www.engageNY.org



Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Planning Tools
Annotated Agendas for Parent Nights:

Two-Night Parent Consolidated One-
Sessions Night Parent Session
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Planning Tools

e Sample slides from parent night presentations
» Full presentations are available for download on EngageNY.org

Backpacks:What you should seé
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Parent Handouts

eParent’s Backpack Guide to the Common Core

Parent's Backpack Guide to

Common Core State Standards
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Our Students.

FOR PREKINDERGARTEN—5TH GRADE: EmMGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AN HEMATICS

n 2011 New York sdopted the Common Core State Standsrds [OCS5] to make sure that il children suoossd once they
graduste from high school. This guide is desizned to help you understand how the standands will afect your child,

WWiNST ChEnEas you wWill sae and Wiat yOuU 3N 00 &t home to help pour anilkiren the cassroom.

Why Are the Common Core State Standards Important?
The Comman Cone State Standsrds ane impartant because they will help il children — no matter wha they ane — leamn
the same skills. They creste desr expectations for what your child should know =nd be able to do in bey anses:

reading, writing. speaiing and lsbening. langusgs =nd mathematics. If you know what thess expeciations are, then

WOU AR WO Wit the tamoner and halp your ohikd prepsne.

EncusH Lancuace ArTs (ELA

The new Comman  Care Stats Standsrds make several impartant changes to ounrent standards. Thess changes are
ialled shifts. The chart Delow Shows wivat these shifts change, wihat you might see inyour chikf's bactpack and what

FOU AN 00 0 hElp your ikl

FOUr chil's asciEnmants 9o not nafiect the chi

then talk 1O your chikt's paschar.
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Lock fior your kids o have: mone readng 2esgaments besed on
st avmnts mich s bicqrachies dides and histocal
sfories
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HEMATICS

Taimprove shudent lEsrning, the new Commaon Core State Standards ane difierent from the oid anes. These changes
mre callad Shifts. The chart Delow shows wihat is Shfting, wihat you might sa2 in your child's backpact and what you
@n do 1o help wour child. Agsin, f your chikd's sssnments do not nefiect the shi then talk to your child's Demcher.

‘What to Look for in the Backpac
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Fnow whek conceps are importent
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o talk about amd prove Sheir 2= imporiant for sucoes in more abenced mah i fhe maih” that popa up in daily
andersmnd ng problema. [
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CHI TeACHER

‘Wihen Seiking o your child's tascher, try tokesp the comiersation focused on the mast important topikcs that reiste to
your child. This means asking the teacher how your child is parforming besed on grade-ievel standands and
e pectations.

Also, 25k to see @ sampbe of your child's work. Compere your child’s samples to those found 2t
http:ffenzaze ny.ors resource/ new-york-state-commaon-~ore-sample-guesticns. Also, feel free to bring thase
samples to your chilkd’s temcher and 2sk the beacher to swpisin how the sampbes ane weed in the degsroom.

This information will enable you mabe important adjustments at home that can help your child achiewe success in the
ciassroom.

For more information, pleass visit: www.sngogsny.org o comtoct pour docal pringcipal or superintendsat.
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Parent Handouts
*Frequently Asked Questions

engage™

Our Studen

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)

Parents across Mew York wantto know maore about the Common Core State Standards. Below, you will find some
frequentlyzsked questions and answers sboutthe standards. |t will be updated over time. Please contact your
child’s teacher or prindpal to learn more about your school's work with the Commaon Core.

Common Core State Standards

. Their Mon

nt,

0: What are the Commaon Core State Standards?

A:The Common Core State Standards show what students in Pre-K through 12 Grade should know and be sbleto
doin English Languzge Arts and mathemsatics. The standards will help 2ll students — no matter whothey are —learn
the zame skills. Thiswill make sure thet they are ready for college and carears. They also include changss, or
"shifts", in how teschers tesch to help children succeed in the topics and skills that mattsrmost.

Q. Does having common standards mean everyone will learn less?

A, Mo. The Comman Core State Standsrds have beenbuilt from some of the best standards gethered from States
scrossthe country. Plus, menyteschers and parents worked to make surethatthe standards are well-matchedfor
our classrooms and will helpour students lesrn maore.

0. Do the standards tell teachers how to teach?

A. Mo. Theyare atool to help teschers prepare the bestclassroom lessons 2nd sctivities. The standards also help
students end parents by showing them whst it tskes to be successful in each grade level. They are an important
roedmap for tezachers, studemts and parents.

0: How were the Common Core State Standards developed?

A:The National Govemaors Association brought together experts, teachers and researchersto write the Commaon
Core State Standards. The standards were revised and improved upon based on 2lmaost 10,000 comments and
suggestions. They werethen finzlized inJune 2010, Plezse visithttp://corestandsnds org/the-standards to read the
full set of standards.

Q. Will this mean more tests?

A, The Commaon Core State Standsrds do not mesn more tests. But there will be different, and better, tests.
Starting in April 2013, the NewYork Stete Assessments will test student’s comman core knowledge and skills for 3=
Grade through 8 Grade in English language arts and mathematics. These newtests will reflect the changes, or
shifts, brought by the Commaon Core State Standards. The testswill make sure that students can mest expactations

will heve moretimeto coversubjectsin grester detail. This gives students 2n opportunityto reslly understand
what is being taught

In addition, there is a clear guide for applying the standards to English |anguage learners and students with
disabilities. Also, all 45 States will be working togetherto constantly improve upon these issues. Thiswill resultin a
strong support system for all learners.

0. What will the Commeon Core State Standards mean for students across the country?

A, The standards set clear expectations for student learning across the country. Inthe past, every State had its own
set of different academic standards. This meant that U5, studems were leaming different skills and concepts st
different rates. The Common Core State Standards will help provide all students— including thoss in New York—
with 2n equal opportunityfor leaming the same high standards. This leads to agreater chance of successin collegs,
carger and life.

0: If standards are raised, isit more likely that students will drop out of school?

A:ltis not more likelythat students will drop out of school. Research points out thet many factors come
together tocause 2 studentto drop out of school. Research alsoshows that students want to be challenged
mare in school. For example, inone study, seven in 10 dropouts said they were not maotivated or inspired to
wark hard in high school. Two-thirds of the dropouts said theywould have worked harder if more was
demanded of them [higher zcademic standzards and more studying and homework).*

0 Is the adoption of common core standards in English language arts and mathematics going to limit
student access to other subject areas, such as the arts or career and technical education?

A Mo, New York understands the importance that all subjects have in preparing students for success beyond
high schoal. Gradusting wellrounded students isimportant for the State's future. The clearerstandards of the
Commaon Corewill actuzlly helpteachersintegrete subjectsreas. This means thatstudents will be given lessans
that bring together mathamsatics, science, socisl studies, English langusge arts and otharsubjects.

0: Do the Comman Core State Standards penalize students in low-performing schools by creating
unrealistically high expectations?

A: Mo, All too often, students inlow performing schools today are held to lowerexpectations. NewYork has
zdopted the Commaon Core State Standards so that all students receive an excellent education.

Glossany:
® Shift—Achange in how teachers teach and how students learn
®*  Text— Anywritten work
®  Maon-fiction — Texts about real-life events or facts
*  Evidence — Bits of prooffrom the text
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Parent Handouts
*What Parents Can Do to Help their Children Learn

engage™’

Working with the "Shifts"

What Parents Can Do to Help their Children Learn

The Common Core State Standards ask teachers to make 12 major “shifts” or [changzes) in their dassrooms — six shifts in English languaze
artz and six shifts in Mathematics. These changes may be tough atfirst as students and teachers adjust to higher expectations.

Az 3 parent, youcan help and learn more by talking with your child about what they are learning. Ask open-ended guestions about what
they learned in school each day, read their homework and attend school events to learn about what their teachers expect.

This document explains some of the ways that your child's dassroom is changing and how you an help; for more information, check out
W ENZATENy.OrS.

THE 12 SHIFTS

English Language Arts/Literacy Mathematics
# Readas much non-fiction as fiction # Build skills across grade levels
* |earn about the world by reading * |earn more about less
+ Read more challenging material * Llse mathfacts easily
+ Talkabout reading using "evidence" # Think fast AND solve problems
+ Write about texts using "evidence” = Really know it, really do it
* Know more vocab words * Use mathin the real world

www.engageNY.org
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Toolkit for Parent Engagement

Parent Handouts
Common Core Resources for Parents to Learn More

engage™

Common Core Resources for Parents
Where to Learn More and Get More

NATIONAL RESOURCES

Mational PTA Parent’'s Guides for Student Success
http://pta.org/parents/content.ofm ?2temNumber=2583

The site contsins a suite of materials, including short guides explzining changes in standardsin
English languzge arts [ELA) and Mathematics. Guides are availzble for each grade K-B and for
high school by subject.

The guides are svailable in English and Spanish and include:
*  What children should be lezrningin English language arts and mathematisin each
grade with the new standards.
®  Artivitiesthat parentscan do at home to support theirchild'slearning.
*  Nethodsfor helping parents build stronger relstionships with their child's teacher.
® Tipsfor planning for college and careerreadiness.

Council of Great City Schools Parent Roadmap
http:! ferwew . cecs.org/Domain/36

The site provides individuzl road maps in English and Spanish for ELA and mathematics for each
of grades K-B. These maps help guide parents through what their children will b2 learning and
how they can support that learning. They also provide timelines showing how selected
stzndards change from year to year so that students will be college-and career-ready upon their
graduation from high school.

The Council of Great City Schools has also produced a parent-friendly three minute video
explzining the Common Core, available gt http:/ Herwnw.commoncoreworks.ors

www.engageNY.org



Scenario

You have each just attended your school’s Parent Session, and are having a 1:1
follow up conversation. The parent wants to know more about the Common Core
State Standards and how s/he can help prepare her/his child and approaches
the educator for help. This conversation should focus on ways in which parents
and educators can work together effectively to ease the transition to the

Common Core and ensure that students receive the support that they need.

Some questions parents might ask of educators and

Some questions that educators or administrators

administrators:
— What isdifferentabout what my childislearning
at school?
— What isdifferentaboutthe work my studentis
bringinghome?
Who should I talkto if | don’tsee these changes?
What can | do to help my child achieve these new
standards?
— What can | expect with the upcomingspring
Regentsexams? (for 3-8 parents)

4

_)

_>

might ask of parents:
What concerns do you have about the new
standards and expectations foryourchild?
What otherresources doyou needto
understand these changes and help your child
succeed?
Have you seen any of these changesinyour
child’s school work orhomework sofarinthis
school year?

12




Parent Panel
EngageNY.org
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