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Museum Mission Statement 

O The New York State Museum serves the 

lifelong educational needs of New Yorkers 

and visitors through its collections, 

exhibitions, scholarship, programs, media 

and publications in science, history, 

anthropology, and art. The Museum explores 

and expresses New York Stateõs significant 

natural and cultural diversity, past and 

present. 



Program Objectives 

OContribute to the Museumõs education 

mission. 

O Provide students with experience performing 

research in a museum. 

O Students learn the importance of museum 

collections in modern research. 

O Use of existing Museum collections in 

research. 

O Add to Museum collections through research. 

 



Activities  

O Perform dissertation research under the 

mentorship of a Museum curator. 

O Learn curatorial practices. 

O Contribute to public programs and 

exhibitions, 

O Mentor younger students. 



Practical Aspects 
O Students receive a stipend: 

O 20 hours per week during fall and spring 

semesters 

O 40 hours per week during the summer. 

O Students receive a tuition waiver for up to 

four years. 

OMuseum mentors serve on the studentõs 

dissertation committee. 

 

 



Numbers 
O 18 students since 2001 

O 7 students have completed their Ph.D.s 

O 1 in Anthropology 

O 2 in History 

O 4 in Biology 

O 4 students are ABD 

O 2 in Anthropology 

O 1 in Biology 

O 1 in History 

O 1 anthropology student transferred to Northwestern 
University after completing his M.A. 

O 6 current students 



Program Graduates 
O Jennifer Lemak, Ph.D., History (2004) 

O Southern life, northern city the history of Albanyõs Rapp Road community 

O New York State Museum, Chief Curator (History) 

O Martin Solano, Ph.D. Anthropology (2006) 

O The life stresses of poverty: skeletal and historical indicators of activity patterns in the 

Albany County Almshouse skeletal collection, 1825-1925 

O Smithsonian Post Doc, prior to entering private business in numismatics 

O Nan Mullenneaux, Ph.D. History (2008) 

O Acting  Women: exploits and explanations of mid-nineteenth century American actresses 

O Duke University, Thompsonõs Writing Program 

O Julie Urban, Ph.D. Biology (2008) 

O A phylogenetic investigation of the planthopper superfamily Fulgoroidea (Insecta: 

Hemiptera) with emphasis on the family Fulgoridae 

O North Carolina State Museum, Assistant Head, Genomics & Microbiology Research Lab 

O Christopher Collins, Ph.D. Biology (2011) 

O The importance of disease and behavior in mammalian ecology and behavior 

O Saint John Fisher College, Assistant Professor of Biology 

O Joel Ralston, Ph.D. Biology (2011) 

O Biogeographic consequences of historic and contemporary climate change in boreal forest 

birds 

O Saint Maryõs College Indiana, Assistant Professor of Biology 

O Sean Robinson, Ph.D. Biology (2012) 

O Experimental and molecular studies of bryophyte dispersal on alpine summits 

O SUNY Oneonta, Assistant Profession of Biology 

 



Current Students 



Jessica Watson 

University at Albany Anthropology Department  

Dissertation: Ecological Effects of Colonization on Mammals and Birds 

along the Northeastern Atlantic Coast 

Mentor: Dr. Christina Rieth, State Archaeologist 

First year fellow 



Matthew DeLaMater 

University at Albany History Department 

Dissertation: Mountains of Modernity: The Adirondacks and the City 

1825-1885 

Mentor: Dr. Jennifer Lemak, Chief Curator (History) 

Second year fellow 

 



Spencer Bruce 

University at Albany Biology Department 

Dissertation subject: Genetic diversity and population structure of wild 

brook trout in New York State: Assessing hatchery influence on native 

populations 

Mentor: Dr. Jeremy Wright, Curator of Ichthyology 

Second year fellow 



Sarah Heins 

University at Albany Anthropology Department 

Dissertation: A Zooarchaeological Study of Animal Husbandry at the 

Late Neolithic Verteba Cave, Ukraine 

Mentor: Dr. Robert Feranec, Curator of Vertebrate Paleontology 

Second year fellow 


