
The Importance of Public Broadcasting 
During and After the COVID-19 Pandemic

February 2023



Public Broadcasting in New York State
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Public Television 
and Radio Act of 

1978

Education Law 
236 

3d. The television 
programs 

developed and 
presented by such 
corporations shall 

consist of 
educational, 

instructional, and 
cultural programs.

VISION

NYS will be a leader in applying 
public telecommunications resources 

towards educational improvement, 
student achievement, lifelong 

learning, and personal enrichment.



Public Television in New York State
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GOAL

To focus public broadcasting 
resources on unserved and 
underserved audiences to 

help close gaps in achievement and 
opportunity for all New Yorkers.



Public 
Television: 
Learn at Home
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Public Television: Learn at Home

5



PBSLearningMedia.org
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Classroom 
Resources

Videos, Audio, 
Images, Lesson 
Plans & More

Standards-
Aligned

30,000+ 
Resources

All Grade Levels
All 

Subject Areas

40% PBSLM 
usage 

increase 
above pre-
pandemic 

levels in NYS



PBS LearningMedia: NYS Data

727.8K Total Users

2.6M Total Pageviews

75.2K Av. Users Per Month

232.4K Av. Pageviews Per Month

18.1K Resources Shared to Google Classroom

112.4K Referring visits from Google Classroom

5.5M Total Number of Video Streams

193M Total Viewing Time in Minutes
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Public Television: 
Beyond the Screen 
& In the Community
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On-Air

Online

On the 
Ground



Public 
Broadcasting: 
Commitment to 
Representation 
and Reach
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Public Broadcasting: New Content
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TV Programming

PBS LearningMedia Resources

Teacher Workshops

Family & Student Engagement



Public Broadcasting: New Content
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Mental 
Health

Arts Civics
NYS 

History
Math +More



Contact
Jackie Stapleton

Director of Ed TV & Public Broadcasting, SED 
Office of Cultural Education 

Jacqueline.Stapleton@nysed.gov

Christopher Goeken

Executive Director,
Association of Public Broadcasting Stations of 
New York 

cgoeken@apbs-ny.org

Thank you!
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