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NAGPRA

Federal law passed in 1990 to provide a 

process for the return of cultural items to 

federally recognized Native American tribes

Types of Cultural Items:

• Native American Human Remains

• Funerary Objects

• Sacred Objects

• Objects of Cultural Patrimony



NAGPRA

Compliance Process

• Summaries of sacred objects, objects of cultural 

patrimony, and unassociated funerary objects

• Inventory of human remains and associated 

funerary objects 

• Consultation to determine cultural affiliation



NAGPRA

Compliance Process

• Cultural affiliation

“a relationship of shared group identity which can 

reasonably be traced historically or prehistorically 

between members of a present-day Indian tribe 

and an identifiable earlier group"

Based on a preponderance of evidence including:

• Geographical  Kinship

• Biological  Archaeological

• Anthropological  Linguistic

• Folklore  Oral tradition

• Historical evidence

• Other information or expert opinion



Repatriation Process

Federally recognized tribe submits a claim

Cultural item meets NAGPRA definition

Cultural item is affiliated with the tribe

Claim is approved

Notice of pending repatriation is published in the 

Federal Register

Repatriation may occur 30 days after publication



Onondaga National Wampum Belts

1989





Onondaga National Wampum Belts

1989



Akwesasne Mohawk Wolf Wampum Belt Repatriation 

2008



Akwesasne Wolf Belt Commemoration Day 

2010



Five Nations Alliance Belt

Cornplanter Condolence Belt

Nomination Belt 

Huron Belt

Seneca Condolence Belt

Gyantwaka Treaty Belt

Ely S. Parker Belt

Blacksnake Mourning Belt

Seneca Wampum Belt Repatriation 

2012



Onondaga Ransom Wampum Belt Repatriation 

2019



Native American Human Remains 

and Funerary Objects

• > 400 individuals repatriated

• > 4,000 funerary objects repatriated



Haudenosaunee Faces

2005-2018



Odawa Grandfather Drum Repatriation 

2018



Pottery Vessel 

Roger Sosakete Perkins, Mohawk

NYSM E2009.11



Two Row Wampum Belt

Anthony Gonyea, Onondaga

NYSM E2013.74

Tadadaho Wampum Belt

expected in 2019



Quilled, leather pouch (2018)

Jamie Jacobs, Tonawanda Seneca

NYSM E2018.29.1



1687 War (2017) Peter Jemison, Seneca Cattaraugus
NYSM E2018.34



“Community and Continuity: Native American Art of New York”
Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art, SUNY New Paltz
September-December 9, 2018


