
  
  
  
  

 
 
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234 

 
TO: The Honorable the Members of the Board of Regents 
 
FROM: Ken Slentz  
 
SUBJECT: Charter Schools: Renewal of a Charter School Authorized 

by the Board of Education of the City School District of the 
City of Buffalo:  Enterprise Charter School 

 
DATE: July 17, 2013 
 
AUTHORIZATION(S):  
 

SUMMARY 
 
Issue for Decision (Consent Agenda) 

 
  Should the Regents approve the proposed renewal charter for Enterprise 
Charter School which is authorized by the Board of Education of the City School District 
of the City of Buffalo (“Buffalo BOE”)? 

 
Reason(s) for Consideration 

  
 Required by State Statute. 
   
Proposed Handling 

 
This issue will be before the Full Board for action at the July 2013 Regents 

meeting.   
 

Procedural History 
 
The Buffalo BOE approved a one-year renewal for Enterprise Charter School and 

submitted that proposed renewal charter to the Regents for approval and issuance of 
the renewal charter as required by Article 56 of the Education Law, The New York State 
Charter School Statute.   

 
Background Information 
 
 The chart below provides some basic information about Enterprise Charter 
School:   
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Name of Charter School Enterprise Charter School 
District of Location Buffalo City School District  
Facilities 275 Oak Street, Buffalo, NY 
Terms and Date of Charter Initial Term: March 2003, through March  2008 

1st

2
 Renewal: March 2008, through June 30, 2010 (2 years) 

nd Renewal: July 1, 2010, through June 30, 2013 (3 years)  
Current Grade(s) and 
Approved Enrollment  

2012 – 2013 Grades: K through 8; 405 students 
(Originally approved as a K through 12 school.  As part of the 
School’s first renewal, the District reduced the grades served to K 
through 8.) 

Current Year of Operation  2012-2013:  10th Year of Operation 
Management Company N/A 
Other Partner(s)  N/A 

 
 
In 2003, the Buffalo Board of Education, in its capacity as a charter school 

authorizer under Article 56 of the Education Law, approved the initial five-year charter 
for Enterprise Charter School as a K-12 school, and a charter was approved and issued 
by the Board of Regents.  In 2008, the Buffalo Board of Education approved and 
submitted to the Regents a five-year renewal for Enterprise, which would have allowed 
the School to serve grades K-12 until the end of the 2007-08 school year and then to 
serve grades K-8 for the remainder of the proposed charter renewal term.  

 
Citing weak academic results, especially at the secondary level and in ELA 

throughout, and an audit by the Comptroller that raised questions related to the school’s 
financial and accounting practices, the Regents did not approve the proposed five-year 
renewal charter for Enterprise and instead returned the proposed renewal charter to the 
Buffalo BOE for reconsideration.  The Regents recommended that the Buffalo BOE only 
approve a short-term renewal for Enterprise until the end of the 2009-2010 school year 
(June 30, 2010).  The Buffalo BOE subsequently approved and submitted to the 
Regents, a short-term renewal for Enterprise, that allowed Enterprise to serve grades K-
12 until the end of the 2007-2008 school year and then to serve grades K-8 until June 
30, 2010 (a two-year renewal).  In 2010, the Buffalo BOE approved and submitted to the 
Regents, a second charter renewal for Enterprise to operate as a K-8 school until June 
30, 2013 (a three-year renewal).  The Regents approved and issued the second 
renewal charter as submitted by the Buffalo BOE.   

 
On January 9, 2013, the Buffalo BOE approved a third renewal charter for 

Enterprise Charter School that would expire on June 30, 2016 – a three-year renewal.  
That proposed charter was submitted to the Board of Regents on February 14, 2013.   
 

The Department reviewed the material submitted by the Buffalo BOE concerning 
Enterprise Charter School and analyzed additional student performance data 
concerning the school. 

 
Of most concern to Department staff is the student academic performance at 

Enterprise Charter School.  Notably: 
• Enterprise students have performed consistently worse than expected in 

ELA and math over the last 10 years (initial 5-year charter term and two, 
short-term renewal terms). 
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• In comparison to their peers in Buffalo Public Schools, Enterprise students 
perform an average of 6 points worse in ELA and an average of 7 points 
better than their peers in math, in grades 3 through 8. In comparison to 
their peers Statewide, Enterprise students perform worse than expected, 
well below State averages in both ELA and math in grades 3 through 8.     

o In ELA, ECS student proficiency rates are less than half that of 
students in the State over the last three years.   

o In math, ECS students achieve proficiency at rates 15 to 20 points 
lower than their peers across the state.   

 
At the April 2013 Board of Regents meeting, the Regents considered the Buffalo 

Board of Education's proposed three-year charter renewal for Enterprise Charter 
School. On April 22, 2013, pursuant to its authority under Education Law S2852 (5-a), 
the Board of Regents voted to return that proposed renewal charter to the Buffalo Board 
of Education for reconsideration, with a recommendation that the Buffalo Board of 
Education propose a charter renewal of no more than one year for Enterprise.   
 
 The Buffalo Board of Education approved a charter renewal recommendation for 
Enterprise Charter School on May 8, 2013 which would renew the School’s charter 
through June 30, 2014, a one-year renewal.  See attached recommendation letter and 
Buffalo Board of Education resolution submitted to Regents on May 9, 2013 
(Attachment A).    The one-year renewal charter agreement was signed by the 
President of the Enterprise Charter School Board of Trustees on July 16, 2013 and 
submitted to the Regents by the Buffalo Board of Education on July 17, 2013.   

 
Recommendation 
 

VOTED:  That the Board of Regents finds that Enterprise Charter School 
authorized by the Board of Education of the City School District of the City of Buffalo: (1) 
meets the requirements set out in Article 56 of the Education Law, and all other 
applicable laws, rules and regulations; (2) the applicant can demonstrate the ability to 
operate the school in an educationally and fiscally sound manner; (3) granting the 
application is likely to improve student learning and achievement and materially further 
the purposes set out in subdivision two of section twenty-eight hundred fifty of this 
article; and (4) granting the application would have a significant educational benefit to 
the students expected to attend the charter school, and the Board of Regents therefore 
approves the renewal application of Enterprise Charter School and that a renewal 
charter be issued, nunc pro tunc to July 1, 2013, and that its provisional charter be 
extended for a one-year term up through and including June 30, 2014 at which time the 
Buffalo BOE, as the chartering entity for Enterprise, will assess the School’s progress at 
meeting performance benchmarks established for the School by the Buffalo BOE and 
make a determination concerning renewal of the School’s charter.   
 
Timetable for Implementation 
 

The Regents action for the Enterprise Charter School is effective immediately. 
 
 
Attachment 
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