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SUMMARY

Issue for Decision (Consent Agenda)
Should the Board of Regents authorize the boards of trustees of community colleges to award the honorary associate degrees listed in §3.50(c)(3) of the Rules of the Board of Regents? 
Reason(s) for Consideration




Required by State statute

Proposed Handling

This question will come before the Higher Education Committee at its September 2008 meeting, where it will be voted on and action taken.  It then will come before the full Board at its September 2008 meeting for final action.   
Procedural History

Chapter 324 of the Laws of 2006 amended §6306 of the Education Law by adding subdivision 5-b, which provides, “Subject to the approval of the board of regents, the board of trustees [of a community college] shall have the authority to award honorary associate degrees.”  At its July 2008 meeting, the Board of Regents amended §3.50(c) of the Rules of the Board of Regents to include on the list of honorary degrees ten associate degree titles.  The amendment goes into effect on August 21, 2008.
Background Information


Section 224 of the Education Law prohibits organizations from conferring degrees without approval from the Board of Regents.  As part of the requirements for approval, §3.50 identifies the degree titles that institutions may award for completion of programs of study.  However, §224’s requirement is not limited to earned degrees; therefore, §3.50 also lists the titles that may be conferred on an honorary basis.  

Some independent colleges’ charters specify the honorary degrees they may confer, or authorize them to confer any listed honorary degree.  In addition, §3.48 of the Regents Rules authorizes any institution to confer any listed honorary degree, if it awards baccalaureate or higher degrees, holds an absolute charter or the equivalent, and is accredited by a Nationally Recognized Accrediting Agency.  That authorizes the SUNY and CUNY boards of trustees to confer honorary degrees, as well as any other institution meeting its provisions.  Community colleges do not fall under §3.48 because they are limited by law to associate degree level programs.  The SUNY Board of Trustees has conferred honorary degrees at community college commencements; however, those are SUNY degrees, not degrees from the community college.

In order for community college boards of trustees to award the honorary associate degree in §3.50(c)(3), the Board of Regents must authorize them to do so.  It is proposed that the Board do so in a single resolution covering all community college boards of trustees. 

Recommendation

It is recommended that, pursuant to Section 6306 of the Education Law, the Board of Regents approve the award by the boards of trustees of community colleges of any and all honorary associate degree titles included in paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of Section 3.50 of the Rules of the Board of Regents.  

Timetable for Implementation

If the Board takes this action, community college boards of trustees will thenceforth be authorized to award the honorary associate degrees in §3.50(c)(3).  The Department will notify SUNY and CUNY of this action.  
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