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SUMMARY

Issue for Discussion

Should the Board of Regents consider making permanent a change in Section 92.1 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education relating to borrowing policies that allows all New Yorkers 18 years old and older to borrow circulating material directly from the State Library?
Reason(s) for Consideration

Policy discussion.
Proposed Handling

Loretta Ebert, Director of the Research Library will discuss this policy issue with the Cultural Education Committee at the September 2008 meeting.
Procedural History

Section 92.1 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education determines the New York State Library’s borrowing policies.  Categories of individuals who are currently allowed to borrow directly from the State Library are identified in regulation as follows:  members of the State Legislature; Regents of the University of the State of New York; Judges of the State Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court; Heads of State Departments, commissioners and institutions; State Government employees; resident attorneys; resident physicians and New York State local government historians. In order to permanently extend borrowing privileges to additional categories of individuals, the regulation must be amended.
Background Information

In 2004, the Regents approved implementation of a pilot project allowing all New York State residents 18 years old and older to borrow directly from the State Library.  The goal of the pilot project was to better meet the information and research needs of present and future generations of New Yorkers by providing convenient access to the State Library’s extensive resources, services, and staff expertise.

The four year pilot project has been a success. Since summer 2004, over three thousand New Yorkers have registered as resident borrowers.  
Recommendation

Staff recommends that the Regents support making permanent a policy change that allows all New Yorkers 18 years old and older to borrow circulating material directly from the State Library and that the Regents direct the State Library to implement this new policy. 
Timetable for Implementation

Implementation would begin immediately. Amended regulations would be discussed at the November 2008 meeting of the Regents Cultural Education Committee and presented for adoption by the Board of Regents at the January 2009 meeting.
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