Report of 

REGENTS VESID COMMITTEE

to

The Board of Regents

December 15, 2008
Your VESID Committee held its scheduled meeting on December 15, 2008.   All 
members were present.  Vice-Chancellor Tisch,  Regents Brooks Hopkins, Phillips, and Young also attended.                                      
MATTERS REQUIRING BOARD ACTION

The Board voted to approve the recommended appointments and reappointments to the New York State Rehabilitation Council effective January 1, 2009.  (VESID (CA) 1)

The Board voted to approve the recommended appointments and reappointments to the New York State Independent Living Council, Inc. effective January 1, 2009.  (VESID (CA) 2)
MATTERS NOT REQUIRING BOARD ACTION

Deputy Commissioner Cort provided an update to the Committee with regard to the IEP forms and notices timeline, steps being taken to address the recommendations in the Commission on Property Tax Relief Report and implications of the Budget reductions.
Staff and the co-chair of the State Rehabilitation Council (SRC) provided the Committee with a report on the roles and responsibilities of the SRC.  The Council serves as an important vehicle for communication between VESID management and key constituencies committed to improving employment outcomes for New Yorkers with disabilities. (VESID (D) 1)
Staff provided the Committee with an update on the outcomes of the activities and key initiatives that took place during the past year designed to expand VESID services to individuals with disabilities.   Since May 2006, VESID has taken steps to implement the “Designing our Future” plan, initiating several key initiatives and interagency activities that includes MISCC, the Model Transition Program, and CUNY LEADS (Linking Employment, Academics, and Disability Services) initiative.

(VESID (D) 2)

Regent Tilles and several other Regents expressed concern about the demeaning depiction of Governor Paterson on Saturday Night Live over the weekend and the impact on the larger community’s understanding of the capabilities of individuals with disabilities.  It was agreed that the Regents would send a message to the network expressing the Board’s serious concern.


That concludes our report.   

