Report ofPRIVATE 

REGENTS EMSC COMMITTEE
to

The Board of Regents

December 16, 2008

Your EMSC Committee held its scheduled meeting on December 15, 2008.  All Committee members were present except for Regent Bottar, who was excused.
ACTION ITEMS

Charter Schools


Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves the renewal application of the Buffalo Academy of Science Charter School, that a first renewal charter be issued, and that its provisional charter be extended for a term up through and including June 30, 2012.  [EMSC (A) 1]


Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves and issues the charter of the Icahn Charter School 4 as proposed by the Trustees of the State University of New York, and issues a provisional charter to it for a term of five years, up through and including December 15, 2013.  [EMSC (A) 2]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents returns the proposed charter of the East New York Collegiate Charter School to the Trustees of the State University of New York for reconsideration, and with the following comments and recommendations that the School must: (1) provide an assurance that  its curriculum will address and be aligned with all 28  New York State Learning Standards prior to opening for instruction and (2) with respect to the mandatory Saturday instruction, provide a religious exemption for students.  [EMSC (A) 3]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents returns the proposed charter of the Crown Heights Collegiate Charter School to the Trustees of the State University of New York for reconsideration, and with the following comments and recommendations that the School must: (1) provide an assurance that  its curriculum will address and be aligned with all 28  New York State Learning Standards prior to opening for instruction and (2) with respect to the mandatory Saturday instruction, provide a religious exemption for students.  [EMSC (A) 4]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents returns the proposed charter of the Flatbush Collegiate Charter School to the Trustees of the State University of New York for reconsideration, and with the following comments and recommendations that the School must: (1) provide an assurance that  its curriculum will address and be aligned with all 28  New York State Learning Standards prior to opening for instruction and (2) with respect to the mandatory Saturday instruction, provide a religious exemption for students.  [EMSC (A) 5]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents returns the proposed charter of the Girls Preparatory Charter School of East Harlem to the Trustees of the State University of New York for reconsideration, with the following comments and recommendations:  The proposed charter school has failed to provide evidence that a substantially equal opportunity exists for children of the excluded sex.  This opportunity must exist at another charter school in the same community school district as the School being considered.  [EMSC (A) 6]  
Your Committee recommends that Board of Regents approves the renewal application of the Harriet Tubman Charter School, that a fourth renewal charter be issued, and that its provisional charter be extended for a term up through and including June 30, 2011.  [EMSC (A) 7]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves the renewal application of the COMMUNITY Charter School, that a third renewal charter be issued, and that its provisional charter be extended for a term up through and including June 30, 2013.  [EMSC (A) 8]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves and issues the charter of the Coney Island Preparatory Public Charter School as proposed by the Chancellor of the city school district of the City of New York, and issues a provisional charter to it for a term of five years, up through and including December 15, 2013.  [EMSC (A) 9]


Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves the application for the Believe Northside Charter High School. [EMSC (A) 10]

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves the application for the Believe Southside Charter High School.  [EMSC (A) 11]


Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves the renewal application of the Western New York Maritime Charter School, that a first renewal charter be issued, and that its provisional charter be extended for a term up through and including June 30, 2012.  [EMSC (A) 12]


Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents returns the proposed charter of the New Roots Charter School to the Trustees of the State University of New York for reconsideration, and with the following comments and recommendations: (1) provide an assurance that the School’s curriculum will address and be aligned with all 28 New York State Learning Standards prior to opening for instruction; (2) provide documentation demonstrating what good faith efforts the School will take to attract and retain a comparable or greater enrollment of English language learner students when compared to the enrollment figures for such students in the school district of location;  (3) eliminate the proposed bylaw provision purportedly authorizing the school to make loans; (4) provide evidence of adequate community support for and interest in the charter school from parents of students eligible for enrollment in the first year of instruction; and (5) provide a budget for the full five years of operation.  [EMSC (A) 13]


Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves and issues the charter of the Growing Up Green Charter School as proposed by the Chancellor of the city school district of the City of New York, and issues a provisional charter to it for a term of five years, up through and including December 15, 2013.  [EMSC (A) 14]



Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves and issues the charter of the Explore Charter School II as proposed by the Chancellor of the city school district of the City of New York, and issues a provisional charter to it for a term of five years, up through and including December 15, 2013. {EMSC (A) 15]



Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents returns the proposed charter of the Summit Academy Charter School to the Chancellor of the city school district of the City of New York for reconsideration, and with the following comments and recommendations: (1) that additional information be provided concerning the qualifications of the leadership of the proposed school; and (2) that additional information be provided about how the proposed school plans to address the needs of the community.   [EMSC (A) 16]   (Please note: interested parties should refer to the minutes of the Full Board meeting for information on this item.)


Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents approves and issues the charter of the Fahari Academy Charter School as proposed by the Chancellor of the city school district of the City of New York, and issues a provisional charter to it for a term of five years, up through and including December 15, 2013.  [EMSC (A) 17]



Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents take no action on the application of the Evergreen Charter School pending receipt of additional information.  [EMSC (A) 18]   (Please note: interested parties should refer to the minutes of the Full Board  meeting  for information on this item.)

Your Committee recommends that the Board of Regents return the proposed charter of The Academy Charter School  to the Trustees of the State University of New York for reconsideration, and with the following comments and recommendations:(1) that additional analysis be done concerning the financial impact of this proposed charter school on the Hempstead School District; and (2) that further clarification be provided regarding whether religious affiliations exist which may contravene state or federal law, including Education Law Section 2854(2)(a).  [EMSC (A) 19]  
MOTION FOR ACTION BY FULL BOARD


Mr. Chancellor and Colleagues:  Your EMSC Committee recommends, and I move, that the Board of Regents act affirmatively upon each recommendation in the written report of the Committee's deliberations at its meeting on December 15, 2008, copies of which have been distributed to each Regent.
MATTERS NOT REQUIRING BOARD ACTION

Grades 3-8 Testing, Administration and Scoring Timeline – As part of their ongoing discussion related to the improvement and streamlining of the data system in New York State the Committee discussed a report on progress made to expedite the release of 3-8 test results for the upcoming year.  The cycle time system now in place is an improvement of over 2 months from last year and an improvement by as much as 6 months from 2006.  

The Committee also discussed the testing calendar and possible options for changing the 3-8 testing schedule to either a Fall Administration or a Spring Administration.   Members of the Committee raised questions concerning the purpose of the state’s testing program as an accountability tool versus a diagnostic tool – and how that should be considered when discussing the timing of the tests.  The Committee agreed that in January they would have another policy discussion that focuses on three issues:  the purpose of the tests, the types of tests that are given and options for moving the tests to later in the year including advantages and disadvantages related to the possible options and actions that would need to take place to implement those options.  
ELA/ESL Standards Review Update – Regent Saul Cohen provided the Committee with an overview of the Regents Standards Review Initiative which included the structure established for ongoing review and revision of the NYS learning standards.  Key milestones and working principles were shared with the Committee for consideration and discussion. A status report was provided on the work of the ELA/ESL Content Panel charged with reviewing and revising the NYS learning standards for English Language Arts and the prekindergarten through grade 12 performance indicators.  The Panel's work incorporates development of performance indicators for ESL which will help set proficiency levels for language acquisition.  It is anticipated that the Board will revisit this process in March 2009.

Charter Schools in New York State – Issues for Future Policy Discussions.    This item was not discussed due to time constraints. However, as part of the discussion related to the charter school applications before the Committee for action this month, some members of the Committee raised issues and questions concerning the standards the Regents should be using when considering charter school applications, the need for additional discussion with the Trustees of the State University of New York (SUNY), and the need for additional information on the fiscal impact of proposed charter schools on school districts.  In addition, concern was expressed over the large numbers of charter school applications before the Board of Regents in the same month and, that because of the time associate with reviewing the large volume of applications, many items are provided to the Board of Regents right before the Regents meeting in which they are supposed to take action on those items.  The Board wants adequate time to consider and discuss the relevant issues and information related to the charter applications.  Recognizing the statutory time requirements for action by the Board of Regents on both direct applications to the Regents and charter applications from other chartering entities, the Committee suggested that consideration be given to discussions with the Legislature to address unintended consequences of these requirements.  In the meantime, the Committee emphasized the need to have a special structure for discussion of charter applications given the volume of issues associated with the applications.  Further discussion of these and other charter school policy issues will be discussed at future meetings of the Committee.  [EMSC (D) 1]
That concludes our report. 
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